
ENTERTAINMENT 


TRANSPORT 


WEEKLY FREE NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR 


London and South of England Media Awards 


Kent on Sunday 


Mid edition No 664 


Honours 


Find out who 
icked up an award 


camera 


Maidstone blaze 


Havoc caused to town centre after 
shop completely destroyed as 


>ut did you know most casings 
don’t contain a camera? 



Well now you can drive one with 

0%APR° NEVERy 
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NEW SKODA 


unbeatable finance with Solutions Personal Contract Plan 



□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, 

Wigmore, Gillingham 
Kent 

ME8 05W 


0843 658 9764 

□ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


SKODA 



#Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) retain the vehicle: pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle, subject 
to status. Retail sales only. Offer available for vehicles ordered between 2 June 2015 and 50 September 2015 from participating retailers. Any deposit you make may be at risk at the end of your PCP agreement. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn 
at any time. Available to 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Accurate at time of print 06/2015. Freepost SKODA Finance. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 
Model shown is SKODA Fabia Flatch SE L1.0 MPI75PS at £13,610 OTR, with optional Race Blue metallic paint at £535,17" Savio metallic black accessory alloy wheels at £800, panoramic sunroof at £600. Total £15,545 OTR. 

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia Hatch range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 46.3 (6,1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2) to 91.1 (3.1); Combined 58.9 (4.8) to 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the Fabia range are 110 to 88 g/km. Standard EU test figures 
for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 



















Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Which side of the speed 
debate do you belong to? 


WE SEEM to have, at times, a 
somewhat contradictory approach to 
the way in which we conduct 
ourselves on the road. 

If someone speeds up behind us 
and sits an inch from our bumper 
our blood boils. If we spot someone 
on a mobile phone we righly start to 
fume. Overtake in a daft manner - we 
get angry. 

Yet when it comes to exceeding the 
speed limit, we take a rather more 
divided approach. Half of us think 
nothing of putting our foot down 
when the conditions dictate 
and comfortably going over 
what is legal. 

The other, rather less noisy 
50 per cent, ponder just how 
that is OK yet all the other 
behaviour is somehow 
worthy of scorn. 

After all, the argument 

goes, if you’re travelling _ 

at a break-neck 
speed, above and 
beyond that we 
are told to stick 


to, you find yourself in charge of a 
vehicle hurtling along at a speed at 
which should you encounter any sort 
of problem, you are simply travelling 
too fast to avoid. 

This division is neatly encapsu¬ 
lated when it comes to our views on 
speed cameras. Agree we should 
drive carefully then chances are you 
think they are a sensible idea. Think 
you should be able to make up the 
speed limit to what you think is best, 
and you cannot abide them. 

Inside, we take a look at the sites 
where most motorists are caught 
- and reveal a fascinating 
statistic as to just how many 
of those bright yellow casings 
actually have cameras inside 
them. The results will 
surprise you. 

But perhaps no more than 
the behaviour of many of us 
when behind the wheel 
who seem to 
disconnect brain 
from accelerator 
pedal. 

■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Everything you never 
knew you needed... 

At your new West Street, Sittingbourne store 
opens Thursday 18th June, 8am. 




BRESSER PARKSIDE 

High Performance Telescope Bench Pillar Drill 

- £6999 £49.99* - £4999 £29.99* 


MIOMARE 

Tall Bathroom Cabinet 
- £ - 39.99 £24.99* 


SILVERCREST KITCHEN TOOLS 
Teppanyaki Grill 
-£4999 £12.99* 


YAMAHA 

Digital Keyboard YPT-230 
- £79.99 £49.99* 





SILVERCREST KITCHEN TOOLS 

Professional Food 
Processor & Blender 
£7999 £59.99* 


Prices correct at time of going to print & valid for a limited period only. Offers available in the West 
Street, Sittingbourne store only, see in-store for details. Offers subject to availability. Packaging, 
sizes & measurements may vary. Colours & models may vary. x Contents & accessories not included. 
*Compared to previously advertised price. °Compared to RRP. 


#LidlSurprises 
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Royal seal of approval as 
chief constable honoured 



HONOURED: Alan Pughsley was among those to receive an award from the Queen. Pic: ADY KERRY 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


KENT’S top police officer, Alan 
Pughsley, has been named in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

The chief constable received the 
prestigious Queen’s Police Medal 
for his services to policing. It is 
awarded for distinguished service. 

His award will come at a time 
when he is facing some of his 
toughest professional decisions as 
Kent Police faces swingeing cuts 
from central government. 

Speaking after the list was 
announced on Saturday, Chief 
Constable Pughsley said: “I am 
delighted. 

“Throughout my career, I have 
worked with some amazing people 
and seen some significant changes 
and challenges in policing. 

“I continue to be committed to 
ensuring that we deliver a first 
class service in policing. 

“I regularly join my officers out 
on the beat, and ensure that we 
continue to police at the front line, 
as well as making the right strategic 
decisions to meet the challenges of 
policing in the county.” 

He has served on the force since 


1984, when he cut his teeth with 
London’s Metropolitan Police 
Service, working in a variety of 
roles. He first came to the county 
in 2009, joining as assistant chief 
constable for specialist operations. 
He rose through the ranks, being 
appointed chief constable in 
January 2014. 

He joined 27 others from Kent on 
the honours’ list. 

Among them were Natalie 
Elphicke, from Dover, who received 


an OBE for her services to housing 
as the chairman of the not-for- 
profit group, Million Homes, 
Million Lives. She is also the wife of 
Conservative MP for Dover Charlie 
Elphicke. 

Kent County Council’s head of 
adoption and improvement, Yashi 
Shah, received an MBE. 

She received the honour for her 
services to children and families. 

Top legal mind Charles Plant of 
Tunbridge Wells picked up the 


highest honour among Kent’s 
recipients. 

He was awarded the CBE in the 
honours list for his work in legal 
education and regulation, particu¬ 
larly as chairman of the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority Board, 
which sets the standards for the 
industry. 

The Queen’s Honours List is 
issued twice a year - once at New 
Year and then again to mark her 
official birthday. 


KCC sets out ‘red lines’ 
in TfL talks to extend 
its rail link into county 


COUNTY council chiefs say they 
have set out a series of “non-negotia- 
ble red lines” to protect fares and 
services for the county’s rail 
commuters as Transport for London 
(TfL) seeks to take over the running 
of some services from Southeastern. 

During talks on Tuesday, TfL 
discussed its proposal to transfer 
south east London Metro services to 
its franchise operator, London 
Overground Railway. 

Speaking at the London Assembly 
transport committee, Matthew 
Balfour, Kent County Council 
cabinet member for environment 
and transport, laid out the council’s 
commitment to protecting the 
county’s commuters. 

He said: “There are a number of 
potential benefits to the county’s rail 
users. However, we are absolutely 
clear that we will not accept any 
reduction in service levels as a result 
of Metro services being transferred. 

“We have also stated there must be 
no detrimental effect on Kent’s rail 


fares following transfer of Metro 
services and this would need to be 
guaranteed as part of the transfer 
agreement between the Department 
for Transport, TfL and the new 
franchisee. This would also be one of 
our ‘red lines’ that we have stated from 
the start is non-negotiable. 

“While discussions are in the early 
stages, it is clear that there could be 
real benefits for Kent’s rail passen¬ 
gers through extension of TfL’s 
Oystercard and/or smartcard 
ticketing to Gravesend and Seven- 
oaks.” 

KCC will also investigate other 
possible benefits, such as faster 
journeys by omitting some stops 
such as St Mary Cray on Maidstone 
East services, as this station would be 
served by the planned four-trains per 
hour Thameslink service. 

TfL would aim to complete 
discussion so that the proposals 
could form part of the franchise 
award for the present Southeastern 
operating area in June 2018. 


Visible policing vow despite 
funding still being slashed 


POLICE and Crime Commissioner 
Ann Barnes has vowed to keep 
spending on frontline officers - de¬ 
spite the force facing funding cuts 
from central government. 

Mrs Barnes also said, in her 
capacity managingthe force’s budget, 
she would ensure victims were put 
first despite the feet cuts would have 
'inevitable consequences’. 

She said: ‘ ‘Forces across the 


country are having to cut costs but in 
Kent the chief constable and I share a 
vision which means the two 
overarching principles of my Police 
and Crime Plan-visible community 
policing and ensuring victims are at 
the heart of the criminal justice 
system - will not be compromised.’ ’ 
Kent Police has seen £50m in 
cuts so far - with an estimated 
further £61m cuts by 2019. 


Dozens arrested during first 
week of motorist crackdown 


MORE than 30 motorists have been 
arrested during the first week of a 
major new crackdown on driving 
offences. 

As part of a month-long road 
safety awareness campaign, police 
have worked alongside the county 
council’s road safety team and 
other organisations. 

Between June 1 and 7,37 drivers 
were netted for either drink 


driving, or driving under the 
influence of drugs by police. 
Officers have also given out a raft of 
tickets -12 in total - for drivers using 
mobile phones. 

Inspector Martin Stevens said: 

1 ‘Though we are always on the 
lookout for people driving 
irresponsibly, this month we have 
extra road safety checks being 
conducted.” 
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Council completes shopping centre takeover 


A SHOPPING complex this week confirmed a takeover 
had been finalised by the local council. 

Ashford Borough Council increased its property 
portfolio with the puchase of the Park Mall Shopping 
Centre in the town centre. It follows the acquitision of 
the Wilkinson store in May and office buildings 
International House and Dover Place last year. 


Council leader Gerry Clarkson said: “We are stepping 
in and taking action in order to rejuvenate the area. 

“We have heard people say that the town centre 
needs revamping and we are addressing those 
concerns. Buying Park Mall brings it into local owner¬ 
ship, creates an asset and income stream for the 
council and will enable us to develop the town centre.” 


Furious row over airport 
takes off as fellow Tories 
lock horns on its future 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


AN ANGRY war of words has erupt¬ 
ed between two top Conservative fig¬ 
ures in the county, with a senior MP 
calling on the leader of Kent County 
Council to consider his position over 
the future of Manston Airport. 

The Thanet airfield has been 
closed for more than a year and was 
recently sold to developers who have 
unveiled a number of proposals 
which includes residential and com¬ 
mercial plans. 

Ukip, which now leads Thanet Dis¬ 
trict Council, has resurrected plans to 
examine a Compulsory Purchase Or¬ 
der (CPO) on the site - a power which 
would enable it to use public funds to 
buy the airhub and then immediately 
sell it to US-based operator RiverOak 
which has vowed to re-open the busi¬ 
ness as a cargo-based operation. 

But Sir Roger Gale, long-time MP 
for Thanet North, this week hit out 
at Cllr Carter. 

The KCC leader says he could not 



ATTACKED: KCC's Paul Carter 


back the CPO plans as no credible busi¬ 
ness plan has yet been proposed. KCC 
has, in the past, invested £100,000 in 
the airport only to see it falter. 

Sir Roger said: “My personal repu¬ 
tation has been placed on the line. 


Will the current leader of KCC place 
his own reputation on the line also 
and do the honourable thing if he is 
found further wanting? ” 

In a letter responding to Sir Rog¬ 
er’s outburst, Cllr Carter insisted he 
had been consistent in his views on 
Manston. He said: “We will continue 
to act in a way that leads to the right 
decisions to be made that will lead to 
economic growth, jobs and prosper¬ 
ity in the east of Kent. 

“I realise my views may be different 
but nevertheless the debate should be 
open, transparent and evidenced. I 
would point out that attracting sig¬ 
nificant inward investment into the 
economically challenging parts of 
Kent is not easy. We are in grave dan¬ 
ger of stifling confidence in east Kent. 

“Should you have evidence to pro¬ 
vide me on the robustness and 
strength of RiverOak’s proposition I 
would be pleased if you would share 
this with me because, as you know, 
so far RiverOak have yet you be 
forthcoming with their financial 
plans, business case and financial 
backing.” 



RISK: Shane Skinner next to boat 

Anger over 
risk to sunken 
Montgomery 

A 46-YEAR-old who took pictures of his 
friend paddleboarding next to the 
sunken Second World War munitions 
ship the SS Richard Montgomery, has 
hit back at an internet storm saying 
they were acting recklessly. 

The ship sank in 1944 just off the coast 
of Sheppey with some 3,500 tonnes of 
explosives on board. Considered too 
dangerous to try and move, its masts 
remain visible and is a strict no-go zone 
for shipping. Should it explode, it is 
thought to contain enough power to 
smash every window in Sheerness and 
spark a wave which would cause 
flooding to surrounding areas. 

But pictures appeared this week of Shane 
Skinner, 36, standing on a paddleboard, 
resting on the mast in the water, 

It caused many to suggest they were 
dicing with death, with coastguards 
advising the area is avoided. 

But Ricky Wooding, who took the 
pictures and is from the Minster 
Windsurf Academy, defended their 
actions. 

He told KoS: “The water was like a 
mill pond - it just wasn’t moving at all. 

“We were not in any danger and were 
not in danger of setting off any explo¬ 
sion. After all those storms, someone 
resting their hand on a mast is not going 
to set anything off.” 


MEP delight as TTIP 
vote is postponed 

KENT Green MEP Keith Taylor says a European 
Parliament vote on a controversial free trade 
agreement between the EU and US was cancelled 
this week due to “huge public opposition”. 

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) was to be voted upon on 
Tuesday. But the vote was cancelled for a host of 
amendments - more than 200 were tabled - after 
more than two million EU citizens signed a 
petition opposing the agreement. 

MEP for the south east, Mr Taylor said: “TTIP 
represents a monumental power grab by 
corporations and it must be stopped. 

“It seeks to remove standards and protections 
enshrined in laws across the EU and the US, 
including labour rights that protect people at work, 
environmental regulations and food safety laws. 

“Many MEPs have warned that one clause 
would allow corporations to sue governments in 
secret courts if a government passed laws which 
limited a corporation’s profits or activity.” 


£7m cocaine haul is 
intercepted at port 

COCAINE with a street value of around £7 million 
was seized at Dover’s Eastern Docks last weekend. 

Border Force officers discovered the 149 kilos of 
drugs at the inward coach controls after stopping a 
Romanian registered coach carrying 43 passengers. 

The coach was searched using a sniffer dog, with 
the drugs eventually found inside the bodywork. 
Three men were arrested at the scene, with the 
investigation being passed over to the National Crime 
Agency. 

Two men from Romania appeared before 
magistrates in Folkestone this week before being 
remanded in custody. They will next appear before 
Maidstone Crown Court on June 26. Athird was 
released on bail. 

Paul Morgan, director of Border Force South East 
and Europe said: ‘ ‘Every year Border Force officers 
seize hundreds of million of pounds of Class A drugs. 

‘ ‘This is another example of how our officers have 
prevented dangerous class A drugs from ending up 
on the streets of the UK.’ ’ 


Long jail term after 
blowing up her home 

A 38-YEAR-old woman who tried to kill herself and 
three others by blowing up her house in Canterbury 
has been jailed for 18 years. 

On April 18 last year Pearl D’Souza disconnected 
the gas supply pipe behind the cooker in her kitchen 
before setting fire to it with a lighter. 

It was only she saw the flames and changed her 
mind that emergency services were called to the 
property, saving the lives of three other people. 

AH four people in the house were taken to hospital to 
be treated for smoke inhalation. D’Souza was subse¬ 
quently arrested and charged with three counts of 
attempted murder and arson with intent to endanger life. 

She pleaded guilty last September and this week 
appeared before Canterbury Crown Court where 
she was ordered to serve 18 years in prison with four 
years extended licence for each of the attempted 
murder charges to run concurrently. 

Det Insp Janine Farrell said: ‘ ‘It was only her lack of 
knowledge about the levels of gas required to cause 
an explosion that prevented fatalities.’ ’ 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


DFDS sails towards 
MyFerryLink deal 


TALKS will continue this week to 
finalise a deal which will see 
cross-Channel firm DFDS take over 
two of the ferries currently being 
operated by MyFerryLink. 

A binding offer was submitted to 
MyFerryLink’s owner, Eurotunnel, 
this week with the deal going 
through on July 2. It follows 


Eurotunnel’s confirmation last 
month it was disposing of MyFer¬ 
ryLink following a long-running 
legal row over its share of the 
competitive market. 

Hopes the SCOP SeaFrance, the 
French workers’ union which 
staffed MyFerryLink, would gain 
sufficient support to propose a 


Anger brews over plans 
for free-range egg farm 



takeover, came to nothing. 

As a consequence, MyFerryLink’s 
long association with Kent on 
Sunday’s Images of Kent page has 
now ended. 


A DATE is set to be confirmed 
this week for a public exhibition 
over a controversial planning 
application for a huge new 
poultry house near Hors- 
monden. 

Local egg producer Fridays 
wants to build a site to accomodate 
64,000 free range hens at Pullens 
Farm in Lamberhurst Road. 


However, villagers say it will 
spoil an areas of outstanding 
natural beauty and intend to 
fight the plans. 

Andrew Watts, at Fridays, 
said: “The proposal would 
ensure the continued use of 
agricultural land for food 
production, within a visually 
contained site.” 


...also_ 

Barnes at the outlet 


ANN BARNES will be at the Ashford 
Designer Outlet on Friday to discuss 
community safety concerns and local 
policing priorities. 

She will be in the food court from 
12.45pm until 2.45pm. 


Go behind-the-scenes 

THE doors of Folkestone’s Creative Quarter will 
be thrown open next weekend for a behind-the- 
scenes look at the creative community. 

It runs from 5.30pm on Friday until 
Sunday. Visit www.creativequarterfolke- 
stone.org.uk for more information. 


Train engineering works 

TRAVELLERS planning to use the rail 
network this weekend should be aware of 
engineering work taking place between 
Faversham and Ramsgate. 

The line will be closed between 3am 
and 8.15am with a replacement bus. 


Soldiers head to Latvia 

GURKHAS based in the county have this 
week started jetting out to Latvia to join 
NATO countries for military training. 

The UK is providing 230 troops to join 
troops from the US, Baltic and Scandina¬ 
vian states. 


Clarkes 

Tuffftshing your home 

THE 


SUMMER SALE 


1 


Clarkes 

luritfuilng your hone 

sale 
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Online 


UPHOLSTERY 

Washington 

Sleek & refined, 
the clean lines 
ofWashington 
are the epitome 
of modern design. 
Available in fabric 
and leather with 
recliner options 
in sofas & chairs. 

2 seater sofa in 
P Grade Leather. 

Save 30% 

RRP£2198 

Now £1539 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT 



WWW.ClarkesfurnisherS.CO.uk Sandling Road, Maidstone, ME14 2RF 01622 753073 

*Cash price £2000, deposit £500.12 monthly payments of £125. Total payable £2000. Subject to status, quotation available on request. Credit provided by an external finance company determined by Clarkes. Subject to acceptance. 
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How e-readers are writing the next 
chapter for independent bookshops 


Supermarkets and digital have seen a major decline in stores across the county. Chris Britcher reports 


WILL NEXT GENERATION BE BOOK STRANGERS? 


D epending on your 
choice of statistic, either 
the sale of physical books 
is in terminal decline or 
enjoying something of a 

revival. 

Facing the threat of the boom in e- 
readers - the charge being led by Am¬ 
azon’s vareity of Kindle machines - 
the way we consume our literature is 
evolving. 

And, just like music before it, the 
shift to digital product is punching a 
hole in the profit margins of the tradi¬ 
tional bricks and mortar high street 
retailers. 

The big question now is whether 
the trend will, as with record stores 
before them, see bookshops hounded 
into nostaligic oblivion. 

According to findings from Neilsen 
Book Research, the e-book share from 
2012-2014 has shot up from one in 
five books sold to one in three. How¬ 
ever, before the Kindle and its kin 
start claiming victory, statistics for 
the first quarter of 2015 saw that fig¬ 
ure slightly slip. 

But the book-selling landscape has 
changed so dramatically over recent 
years, the fate of the independent 
bookshop - so cherished by many as a 


WHERE once buying a book 
involved going to a shop or waiting 
for the postman, today you can 
order a small library at the touch of 
a button and have the collection 
literally in the palm of your hand 
within mere seconds. 

But is there a danger e-readers, 
such as the Kindle, and tablets could 
see a whole generation become 


fixture on their high street - has been 
victim to some blood-letting. 

Stabbed by the supermarkets at 
first, they find themselves now being 
constantly battered by the internet 
and online retailers. Only, it seems, 
the toughest, have survived. Between 
2005 and 2014 the numbers declined 
by 35 per cent - comfortably less than 
1,000 across the entire UK now exist. 

Sarah Webb-Wilson and Valerie 
Glencross have run Sevenoaks Book¬ 
shop in the High Street for the last 15 
years. The shop itself has existed since 
1948. 

Explains Mrs Webb-Wilson: “Clear¬ 
ly the market is difficult but then re¬ 


strangers to the printed book? 

“I’m absolutely sure that will 
happen,” says Sarah Webb-Wilson 
from Sevenoaks Bookshop. “If 
schools move towards e-readers 
and tablets as many already are, 
then there will be a chunk of a 
generation they only read on 
screen and don’t see the physical 
book at all.” 


tail has always been a challenge. 

“But there’s no point being gloomy. 
It’s easy to talk yourself out of a busi¬ 
ness, but the problems are not insur¬ 
mountable. Listen to the customers 
and do your best to satisfy them.” 

She admits it was the deep dis¬ 
counts served up by supermarkets - 
many of whom sell the top titles at a 
loss in order to lure people into their 
stores (so-called loss leaders’) - 
which dealt the harshest blow. 

She explains: “It certainly had a 
huge impact. It took away a lot of the 
mainstream sales. We stopped stock¬ 
ing any mass market paperbacks or 
Jamie Oliver books because super- 


Figures from Neilsen BookScan 
for 2014 revealed sales of printed 
adult fiction were down £150m 
since 2009 - almost entirely put 
down to migration to digital. 
However, all is not lost. Mrs 
Webb-Wilson added: “The 
romance of the book is coming 
back. People are looking at 
beautifully produced books.” 


markets were selling them at half 
price, way below the sort of discounts 
we could get. 

“We changed our stock to suit our 
customers.” 

In addition, it has looked to provide 
add-ons to cement its role in the com¬ 
munity, such as a coffee shop and a 
regular writers’ group. 

Later this month sees Independent 
Bookshop Week - a chance to shine 
the light on those traders who con¬ 
tinue to fight the good fight against 
the apparent evolution of the book 
market. 

Ellie Addenbrook, along with And¬ 
rea White, run A Bundle of Books in 



Eh '"I 


SUCCESS: Sevenoaks Bookshop 

Herne Bay - aimed at children. 

She explains: “I think book shops 
will fare better than record shops, but 
there’s no getting around it independ¬ 
ent shops cannot compete with places 
like Amazon or the supermarkets. 

“We don’t get the same discount as 
they do. And they tend to sell their 
books at a loss. 

“For children’s books, it’s slightly 
different. 



We are an approved Provider for 
Kent County Council, Medway 
Council and Bexley Council 


M fi^k a y BEXLEY 


Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX 

enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 
Reception - 01227 831607 
www.avantecare.org.uk © t & © 


-\ 

Bridge Haven avantf) 

care & support 

Care Home "Everyone T(\a.tters' 


Bridge Haven care home provides care with compassion for those living with dementia. The 
home offers care and comfort, but also introduces a new, positive and more engaging stage 

in the lives of its residents who live there. 

The team of attentive, experienced and skilled staff provide 24 hour care in a pleasant, 
homely environment. Services provided at Bridge Haven include full time residential care, 
day care and short term respite care known as the homes ‘My Time’service. 

All rooms at Bridge Haven are bright and cheerful with many bedrooms having en-suite 

facilities providing relaxation and a sense of well-being. 

Other facilities include the ‘Snug’ - a pub like facility for residents to enjoy and socialise 
and Gregory’s tea room, situated in one of the two attractively laid gardens. 
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“A lot of parents accept the fact you 
have to have something in their hand, 
for them to turn the page. Especially 
things like the touchy-feely books, or 
those with pictures, which simply 
don’t translate onto an e-reader. 

“Unless you have somebody really 
into having an actual book to en¬ 
courage having a book in your hand 


over an e-reader, it’s very easy to go 
straight to an e-reader because that’s 
what we’re used to I suppose.” 

But economics are always a pres¬ 
sure; especially when it comes to the 
price of books. 

“Go to the cinema and one adult 
ticket is £10,” she says. “It’s really ex¬ 
pensive but people don’t quibble 


about that. But they come into a book 
shop and say £6.99 is a lot for a book. 
But it isn’t really given the talents 
poured into it. But it’s getting that 
message across. 

“And when Amazon and super¬ 
markets sell so cheap, people don’t 
value the books as much which is a 
real shame.” 


Erica Jones, from Tunbridge Wells, 
has, for the last two years, compiled a 
popular online blog The Bookshop 
Around the Corner, a self-styled ‘cel¬ 
ebration of bookshops’. 

She is convinced the independent 
bookshop has an essential role to 
play. 

“Essentially it’s the whole experi¬ 


ence,” she explains. “If you go into an 
indie you know everyone working 
there will love books, you can talk 
about your favourites, say you’ve nev¬ 
er read one and where to start, men¬ 
tion a character you like and immedi¬ 
ately you’ll start a conversation. 

“It’s a case of you’re automatically 
amongst friends. 

“But they are faring badly and it’s 
mostly because of the internet. People 
go into bookshops take pictures of 
books they like and then order them 
online. 

“But Amazon, for example, is not 
necessarily cheaper now it has put 
postage charges back on.” 

Independent Bookshop Week runs 
from June 20-27 and is organised by 
the Booksellers’ Association. 

Shops taking part will be running 
a series of special events and promo¬ 
tions throughout the week. 

A Bundle of Books in Herne Bay, for 
example, will have authors and illus¬ 
trators coming in for talks and work¬ 
shops, plus a children’s book trail 
stretching out across the town. 

A spokesman for the event’s organ¬ 
isers explained: “We are celebrating 
what they bring to the book trade 
that larger companies cannot - indi¬ 
viduality, a more personal approach 
to service, involvement within the lo¬ 
cal community. 

“And simply keeping the unique¬ 
ness of our high streets alive and not 
just a sea of the same shops across the 
country.” 

A number of Kent stores will be 
taking part. 

For details on the week, and how 
you can get involved, see the website: 
www.independentbooksellersweek. 
org.uk. 
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A Stylish Selection of Limited Edition Log Cz 

• Swift Installation • Superior Quality • Superb Sa 


bin 


ings 


The Florence installed 

§i 


SAVE 

£ 1 , 000 , 


• 3.7m (12 l)wide x 3.2m (10’6”)deep 

• 40mm solid timber walls 

• Double glazing • Perfect Home Office 


The Garda installed 


• 4.2m (13 9)wide x 3.2m (10 6 )deep 

• 44mm solid timber walls i 

• Double glazing • Ultimate SurnnJ 


The Roma installed 


1 






• 5.4m (17 9)wide x 3.9m (12 10 )deep 

• 44mm solid timber walls 

• Double glazing • Stunning Chill-out Room 


Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 


needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 


village near you, 

• Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford • Hawley Ga 
I • Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham • Newnham Court 
• Polhill Garden Centre, Sevenoaks • Johnson 
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CHEERS: Stars enjoy ice cream at Morelli’s popular parlour 


EastEnders swap 
Walford Square 
for our coastline 


Stars of the BBC1 soap opera spent two days in and 
around Thanet this week to shoot emotional scenes 
for the final send-off of one of its favourite characters 






T OP BBC soap opera 
EastEnders spent 
several days in 
Thanet this week - 
shooting scenes in 
and around Broadstairs and 
Ramsgate. 

A host of the biggest names 
from the long-running BBC1 
show shot scenes in popular ice 
cream parlour Morelli’s in 
Victoria Parade and took a 
stroll along the promenade. 

The stars were also spotted 
shooting scenes on the beach. 

Among the cast shooting the 
location scenes - and taking a 
rare break from Walford 
Square - were actor Danny 
Dyer, who plays pub landlord 
Mick Carter. 

Other stars included Luisa 
Bradshaw-White who plays 


Tina Carter, Linda Henry who 
plays Shirley Carter and 
Annette Badland who plays 
Aunt Babe. 

The stars were shooting 
scenes for a future episode 
related to the storyline of Stan 


Carter, played by Timothy 
West, who was seen dying of 
cancer in April. 

It is believed the scenes show 
the Carter family scattering 
the ashes of the character. 

The emotional farewell saw 
crews shooting over two days 
- starting on Tuesday. 

Mr Dyer, 37, stopped and 
posed for 
photographs 
with a 
number of 
fans who 

-r# spotted him. 


LOCATION: Luisa Bradshaw-White (who plays Tina Carter), Linda 
Henry (Shirley Carter) and Annette Badland (Aunt Babe) joined 
Danny Dyer (Mick Carter) as scenes were shot in a variety of loca¬ 
tions across Thanet this week 
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DECLINE? Church leaders say latest statistics do not tell the complete story of the Church of England’s continuing deep-rooted role in our communities 

Praying for salvation... challenge 
facing Church of England’s future 

Former Archbishop claims it could be ‘extinct in a generation’. But Sarah Linney finds there’s life left yet 


S ENIOR Church of England 
figures in the county have 
hit back at claims by a 
former Archbishop of Can¬ 
terbury that it is “one gener¬ 
ation away from extinction”. 

But many accept things do need to 
change to ensure the Church retains 
a significant role in our lives. 

According to a public opinion poll 
called the British Social Attitudes 
Survey, just 17 per cent of people in 
the UK now describe their beliefs as 
being Church of England or Anglican 
- a drop of 1.7 million people in just 
two years. Some 49 per cent of people 
said they had no belief. 

This was followed by the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord George 
Carey, issuing his stark warning. 

So why is our country’s official reli¬ 
gion so unpopular? Kes Grant, the 
chaplain of St Augustine’s School in 
Maidstone, says the Church is stuck 
in the dark ages. 

“People’s lives change, and the way 
people express love has changed. Peo¬ 
ple want to live together, but they 
don’t necessarily want to get married 
first, and the mindset has changed 
over same-sex relationships,” she said. 

“But the Church is still playing 
catch-up on some of those changes. 
We have had a female prime minister, 
yet we are arguing about whether 
women should be bishops. 

“We need to protect the message 


that we love everybody, we help eve¬ 
rybody, and we offer the same service 
to everybody. But all people see is that 
we keep arguing about things that 
are irrelevant to the rest of society.” 

And she says that if the Church 
doesn’t move forward, it will contin¬ 
ue to decline. 

“I think people would come if they 
felt challenged, accepted and loved - 
but I don’t think the Church can win 
back the people it’s lost in the way it’s 
expressing itself now,” Ms Grant said. 

“More priests should become like 
chaplains, who are there for people of 
all faiths and none. They should try just 
to give away the love of God, instead of 
asking people if they are worthy. 

“Christianity expresses what I be¬ 
lieve, and if I run a service in church 
that’s what people are getting. But 
does that mean that I have to say that 
everyone else is wrong?” 

However, she says there also has to be 
more to church than Sunday services. 

“We need to stop counting people 
in pews and look at the community 
work we do,” Ms Grant said. 

“In my church in south London, 
the congregation is about 35, but the 
community work we do is thriving. 
We work with a couple of hundred 
people each week, from giving them 
advice on where they can get help 
with debt to running play sessions 
and coffee mornings or just giving 
adults a listening ear. 


“The 700 young people I work with 
don’t go to church, but they have a 
full-time priest.” 

The Bishop of Dover, the Rt Rev 
Trevor Willmott, says the figures are 
not as bad as the survey suggests. 

“Statistics are collected annually 
by the Church, and around a million 
people attend church in England eve¬ 
ry week,” he said. 

“There has been a decline in at¬ 
tendance over the last decade of about 
one per cent year on year, but the fig¬ 
ures are not nearly as alarming as 
some might lead us to believe. 

“In the Canterbury diocese, for ex¬ 
ample, attendance has remained rel¬ 
atively constant over the last five 
years, and Christmas and Easter at¬ 
tendance has increased - nearly 
60,000 people attend a Christmas 
service each year. 

“I believe there is an increasing spirit¬ 
ual hunger - a desire for answers to the 
big questions which cannot be an¬ 
swered by money, possessions or status.” 

He pointed out that in the 2011 
census, nearly 60 per cent of people 
said they were Christians. 

But he agreed the Church needed 
to reverse the decline in numbers. 

“Our challenge is to better meet the 
needs of today’s society,” Bishop 
Trevor said. 

“Here in Canterbury diocese we 
have put in place strategies to grow 
the church and reach out to commu¬ 


nities. Services are not just held on 
Sundays, and take place in venues as 
varied as pubs, community halls and 
coffee shops. 

“Messy church, a relaxed form of 
all-age worship, is experiencing tre¬ 
mendous growth in numbers, from 
infants through to grandparents. 

“Increasingly our churches are 
also meeting social needs through 
the provision of debt advice, lunch 
clubs for the elderly, community hubs 
and winter shelters for the homeless.” 

The Bishop of Tonbridge, the Rt Rev 
Brian Castle, also pointed out that the 
figures conflicted with other data. 

“There is a bit of a question mark 
over their reliability,” he said. 

“I was very surprised to see them, 
as if there had been such a dramatic 
fall we probably would have known it 
was coming. 

“Around 55 per cent of our church¬ 
es are losing followers, but 45 per 
cent are keeping steady or going up. 

“However, the Church can never be 
complacent about working hard and 
making sure it gets the message out, not 
just in words, but in deeds, and is en¬ 
gaged in the community through things 
like children’s clubs and foodbanks. We 
need to make sure we are listening to 
what’s happening in society.” 

He said he thought various factors 
were leading to the decline in follow¬ 
ers. “Time is always an issue - there 
are so many other activities that com¬ 


pete with church,” Bishop Brian said. 

“It may be the way people talk 
about religion that puts people off - 
people are often seen talking about 
disputes in terms of religion. 

“But faith and religion are still sig¬ 
nificant forces around the world. 

“We have to be clear, and more fo¬ 
cused, in our message, and engage 
with some of the really big questions 
society is struggling with, such as 
materialism, in a vibrant way.” 

The rector of the King’s Wood 
group of churches near Ashford, Paul 
Ratcliff, agreed that the church need¬ 
ed to modernise. 

“The Church has been a bit stuck in 
the Victorian approach, with high 
levels of formality, traditional music 
and liturgy which is quite archaic. 
For some that’s attractive, but a lot of 
people may think it’s a bit dull. 

“We should still offer the regular 
services that a lot of people value 
highly, but we also need to offer serv¬ 
ices that appeal to young people and 
children. 

“We should encourage people to be 
sharing their faith with family and 
friends. Faith as a part of people’s lives 
is much more important than coming 
to church on a Sunday. 

“I think that Jesus Christ is as rele¬ 
vant today as he ever has been and 
always will be. The gospel has the 
power to be transformational in our 
world, and to change lives.” 
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4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 
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Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


20 % 

OFF All 
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V & Orangeries 
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7 WINDOWS 
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4 WINDOWS 
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WINDOWS 

£1,861 
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£2,364^ 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* 


Convert your p 
conservatory into 
a usable all year j 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 

. 


Celebrating over 34 years of 
beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
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inc VAT 


WINDOWS 
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inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 


r Finance available subject to status, 

written quotations available on request. 


The choice is yours! 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 

|| Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 

All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 
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23rd 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 




Is it time for us 
to re-evaluate 
the benefits of 
the video game? 

Maria Chiorando takes a fresh look at a debate 
which continues to rage over the impact on our 
younger generation of latest wave of gaming... 


VIDEO games expert has rub¬ 
bished claims the latest genera¬ 
tion of software is bad for the 
health of youngsters. 

The latest salvo in the long- 
running saga of whether games are poten¬ 
tially damaging was fired by Kate Kneale, 
director of Marine Studio, a Margate-based 
company which delivers the annual Geek 
Festival - a celebration of gaming through 
the ages - at the town’s Winter Gardens each 
year. 

She says that it is too easy to concentrate 
on the negative aspects of some of the more 
violent games, which are not designed for 
children, and ignore the positive. 

She told KoS: “There are now more studies 
that are starting to look at the benefits of 
playing games. 

“These include things like collaborative 
skills and problem solving - all of these 
things are hugely advantageous. 

“I have spent 20 years talking to my son 
about whether he is wasting time playing 
video games. I am convinced his generation 
are socialised and collaborative in a way that 
far exceeds my generation -1 am 57.” 

With games such as the hugely popular 
Grand Theft Auto series frequently making 
headlines for depictions of violence, many 


parents and grandparents struggle to see 
past the more adult-focused games. 

But the video game industry has developed 
into a hugely diverse marketplace offering a 
host of various options. Just to give an indi¬ 
cation of the scale of gaming’s success, the 
latest GTA game, its fifth incarnation, has 
sold more than 50 million copies across all 
platforms globally. 

Harnessing fast broadband has allowed a 
booming online gaming environment, 
which now means youngsters often play 
alone but linking to friends or others around 
the world. 

Chartered psychologist and member of the 
British Psychological Society Helen O’Connor 
says: “For many years computer games have 
been studied and the negative aspects of 
playing these have been highlighted to par¬ 
ents and children, but rarely have studies 
looked at the benefits of computer games. 

“We are now looking at how times are 
changing and how young people’s interests 
need to be both monitored but embraced.” 

Adds Kate Kneale: “I think there are two 
things that are important to discuss. 

“One is the idea that we lump all video 
games together. As fantasy author Ian Liv¬ 
ingstone says, if the only film you had ever 
watched was Texas Chainsaw Massacre, 
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BLAST: GTA V, left, may be violent and rated 18, but it would be wrong to assume all games have such content 


none of the rest of us would have 
ever been allowed to watch Snow 
White or any other movies. 

“So that needs unpicking - to take 
40 years of creative video games and 
categorise them all together as being 
violent is extremely unhelpful.” 

But it continues to concern teach¬ 
ers - many of whom are only too 
aware of the perils of young children 
being allowed to play and be exposed 
to adult content. 

John Walder is the secretary for 
the Kent division for the National 


Union of Teachers. He says: “I can 
see that some kids might learn dex¬ 
terity skills from playing these kind 
of games - hand eye coordination, 
and that type of thing. 

“However, some of the content 
looks horrible, though that is not dif¬ 
ferent to a lot of films. In the same 
way you wouldn’t want a child to 
watch particularly violent or graph¬ 
ic films, you wouldn’t want them ex¬ 
posed to this content. 

“I think that children can learn 
some skills playing these games 


though, there are good and bad as¬ 
pects. If the content could be adjust¬ 
ed, the positive could outweigh the 
negative. 

“But in terms of games that con¬ 
tain violence, including sexual vio¬ 
lence, I can’t approve of that.” 

The problem with the graphic 
content in some games, according to 
Simon Perry, a computer games 
tester from Welling, is that some 
people assume a correlation of game 
violence to real life violence. 

“If you look at something like 


GTA, the content is linked with be¬ 
haviour that would be considered 
very wrong,” he says. 

“But the mistake people have 
made is thinking that doing some¬ 
thing in a game means you are go¬ 
ing to do it, or are significantly more 
likely to do it, in real life. I enjoy 
GTA, but I can honestly say I don’t 
want to go out on a crime spree. 

“It’s escapism - but more than 
that, unlike watching television, 
you are actually exercising certain 
skills like spatial awareness. People 
are now starting to think the skills 
gamers have observing dangers on a 
screen could possibly make them 
better drivers.” 

According to Mr Perry, it’s not just 
a question of whether you should or 
shouldn’t play. 

“It’s important to think about how 
long you spend playing,” he ex¬ 
plains. “You hear about people, in¬ 
cluding young people, suffering 
from problems like deep vein throm¬ 
bosis after sitting and playing for 
hours. Obesity is another factor in 
the argument against gaming, due 
to being sedentary while playing, 
but I think this is about moderating 
game-use, rather than thinking all 
games are bad.” 

A recent study by Oxford Univer¬ 
sity suggests there is some truth to 
this. According to a spokesman: 
“Enjoying gaming for less than an 
hour a day can make children more 
satisfied with their lives than those 
who do not play video games at all. 

“However, the findings also indi¬ 
cated that young people are likely to 
have lower satisfaction levels if they 
spend more than three hours a day 
taking part in this activity.” 

So how do schools deal with chil¬ 


dren’s and young people’s interest in 
gaming? Should they be strict in 
outlining what games pupils can 
and can’t play? Some establishments 
think providing alternative activi¬ 
ties, as well as a degree of trust, is 
the best policy. 

And that includes remembering 
that video games are not simply con¬ 
fined to the major games consoles - 
but on phones and tablets too. 

Benenden School is a boarding 
school in Cranbrook, for girls aged 
11-18. 

Headmistress Samantha Price 
says: “Like most schools, we limit 
the girls’ mobile phone use but we do 
not have a specific policy on video 
games because it has never been an 
issue at Benenden. 

“Video games do not form a sig¬ 
nificant part of the girls' leisure time 
activities as they have such a broad 
range of other things they like to do 
here. 

“We trust our students to use their 
spare time constructively and they 
know that we will intervene if any¬ 
thing is impacting negatively on 
their learning. 

“We also invest considerable time 
educating them in e-technology so 
they can fully benefit from the op¬ 
portunities of new technology as 
well as being aware of their respon¬ 
sibilities and how to keep themselves 
safe.” 

■ What do you think? Are video 
games disrupting young people 
or simply a harmless leisure pur¬ 
suit? Share your views and expe¬ 
rience and join the debate. Write 
to: The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 
81 Station Road, Ashford TN23 
1PP. Or email us at editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk. 
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No Problem.. 

Specialists in stoves and fires - wood and multifuel 
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• Supply and installation of all types 
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• Pre-pack fuel and accessories 
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5-day Coach Holiday at 
Warner’s Corton 
Village on the Suffolk 
Coast now just £189... 

It’s true! You can 
now have a 
fantastic 5-day trip 
to Warner’s Corton 
Village near 
Lowestoft on the 
Sunny Suffolk 
Coast for a very special price this summer. 

But, you must be quick - this is a late availability deal - hence the low 

price... 

Corton Village Suffolk 

Stunning views, landscaped grounds, superb, large indoor pool, Sauna, Coffee Shop, Clifftop 
Conservatory. Chalets have comfy beds, ensuite bathroom with toiletries, TV, Radio, 
hairdryer, iron, tea/coffee tray - everything you need! 

Full details... 

Monday: We arrive this afternoon. Settle in and look forward to dinner and then Warners 
legendary entertainment this evening and every evening! 

Tuesday: Trip to historic city of Norwich on market day 
Wednesday: A Cruise on the Norfolk Broads 
Thursday: A big part of your holiday is Corton itself so 
today is left free for you to relax and enjoy the facilities. 

Friday: A last hearty ‘Warners’ breakfast before we leave 

Departs; Monday 5th October £189 

Price includes: 4 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner and 

full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown Price pp based on 2 sharing Chalet. Single Supp £30 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

31 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Corton. 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 
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Our top seaside towns where the 
house prices are really rocketing 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


H omeowners in coast¬ 
al locations are cashing 
in as house prices rock- 
et. 

Research from prop¬ 
erty group Savills highlighted coast¬ 
al locations in the south of England 
which saw the greatest returns on 
property over the past decade. 

Examining areas not known as 
property hotspots - so ruling out th 
elikes of Whitstable or Brighton - two 
of the top 10 locations were in Kent; 
Deal and Ramsgate. 

The property group examined 
places which had an average sale 
price in 2014 of under £250,000. 
From that list, Savills found the plac¬ 
es which had seen the biggest change 
in average sale price over the previ¬ 
ous 10 years. 

A home in Deal in 2004 would 
have set the average buyer back just 
£166,241. In 2014, that rose to 
£227,423 - a rise of 36.8 per cent. 

Sophie Chick, the research analyst 
at Savills who wrote the report said: 
“Across all seaside locations in Eng¬ 
land and Wales, the average ten year 
price increase was 28 per cent, so 
Kent coastal locations have per¬ 


TOP 10 HOUSE PRICE RISES: 


POS. 

Town (district) 

Av price 2004 

Av price 2014 

Change 

1 . 

Portslade (Brighton) 

172,814 

249,283 

44.2% 

2. 

Southend-on-Sea (Essex) 

172,430 

241,850 

40.3% 

3. 

Cowes (Isle of Wight) 

175,016 

240,424 

37.4% 

4. 

Deal (Kent) 

166,241 

227,423 

36.8% 

5. 

Millbrook (Cornwall) 

146,214 

197,352 

35% 

6. 

Hastings (East Sussex) 

142,334 

191,573 

34.6% 

7. 

Ramsgate (Kent) 

130,163 

175,005 

34.5% 

8, 

Havant (Hampshire) 

165,943 

221,758 

33.6% 

9. 

Peacehaven (East Sussex) 

173,208 

229,423 

32.5% 

10. 

Exmouth (Devon) 

181,832 

239,726 

31.8% 


formed well in comparison. 

“As popular retreats such as Sal- 
combe in Devon become more unaf¬ 
fordable - with an average house 
price of £658,330 - Kent is becoming 
‘the talked about region’ for seaside 
living, with Deal and Ramsgate lead¬ 
ing the next wave of British coastal 
towns. 

“These sleepy seaside spots can be 
rejuvenated by groups of like-minded 
people moving to the area. As classic 
coastal locations become unafforda¬ 
ble for many people, Kent offers good 
value and house price rises show the 
area is in the first phase of taking off.” 

Many point to the link to the high¬ 


speed rail network as a key contrib¬ 
uting factor. 

It takes just 80 minutes to get to 
central London from the coastal 
town allowing many commuters to 
work in the capital and live by the 
sea. 

Chris Jones is a commuter who 
lives in Deal. He said: “I doubt I would 
be able to live here, while working in 
London without the high speed link. 

“It definitely feels like an up and 
coming place, and you can see it in 
the range of shops which we now 
have in the town. We were voted top 
high street in the UK in a national 
newspaper recently, and have had 


loads of new businesses opening, un¬ 
like many high streets up and down 
the country which have been seeing 
businesses desert them.” 

That’s a view which is echoed by 
Toby Caufield, a director at local es¬ 
tate agents Colebrook Sturrock. 

Mr Caufield said: “People are now 
more likely to be able to work from 
home once or twice a week, and that 
has meant that there are a number of 
people who are able to get a London 
weighted salary, without necessarily 
having to be there every day. Coastal 
properties have always been popular, 
but the flexibility to work away from 
the office has meant that more people 


are able to actually live day to day in 
them. 

“In my view both Ramsgate and 
Deal have historically been under¬ 
valued, so this rise in prices may also 
be the market getting back to some 
sort of parity.” 

Ramsgate has even greater poten¬ 
tial to climb, with average house 
prices still relatively low at £175,005 
in 2014. Even so, they’ve shot up 
from £130,163 over the last 10 years, 
a rise of just under 35 per cent. 

Richard Styles, the town clerk for 
Ramsgate Town Council told KoS: 
“In Ramsgate there has been a view 
that the area had been left to stag¬ 
nate in the past as part of the coastal 
‘rust-belt’. Now though, the area 
seems to be shaking that image off, 
with government support to help re¬ 
generate the area, and more people 
moving in to take advantage of lower 
house prices.” 

South Thanet’s new MP, Conserva¬ 
tive Craig Mackinlay, says that the 
area will keep on prospering. 

He said: “Ramsgate’s been called 
the Monaco of the south east due to 
the beautiful marina, as well as the 
more relaxed pace of life, which has 
proved a magnet for Londoners who 
want to keep the city within easy 
reach, but not live in it.” 



4 Ball 
Offer from 

£20pp 


Corporate membership £650 
Flexi Membership 
50 Rounds of Golf £395 
100 Rounds of Golf £750 
7day membership £57 
Sunday Golf for 4 players Total £69 
4 ball offer £20pp add breakfast £4 each 
Individual Golf Lessons £12 each 
Green fees from £6.25pp 
Golf Societies from £27 
Driving Range Balls 
from £3 






THE COURSE 


The star of the show is the 
superb 18 hole golf course, 
designed by Patrick Dawson. 
Join as a Member and enjoy, 
social golf, competitions, 
advance online booking, 
Ladies, Gentlemen’s and 
Vets Sections, plus play 
40 other courses free. 
Visitors are welcome to 
play at The Ridge 7 days a 
week; you can look forward 
to an excellent round on 
a great course, followed by 
some of our renowned catering 
in Brewsters. 


DINING 


Brewster’s Restaurant is open to the public 7 days 
a week, for Breakfast, Lunch and Bar Meals and 
Snacks. Booking is always advisable for our 
Sunday Lunch. Our team of chef’s, design all 
the menus, preparing meals from fresh local 
produce which range from bar snacks to a J 

four course dinner. Our bar hosts a range 
of favourite beers, lagers and an extensive 
wine list. 


FUNCTIONS 


Evening private dinners are fully inclusive, 
hire of Brewster’s restaurant, Full 
Operating Bar, Dance Floor. Birthday parties, 
christenings, anniversaries, corporate lunches, 
or dinners, we cater for every occasion. Separate 
function rooms are available for Funerals. For more 
details or to book call free 0800 024 8730. 


Open to the Public 

7 Days a week 
All Day Menu, Breakfast, 
Light Bites, Main Meals 
and Desserts 

Silver Roast on Fridays £5.95 
Ridge Specials From only £3.95 
Sunday Carvery 2 courses 
£13.00 3 courses £16.00 
Fixed Price Functions 
50 Guests Buffet £650 
Weddings All Inclusive £2250 
Large Patio overlooking 
the 18 th Green 


For more details or to book call free 0800 024 8730 


The Ridge Golf Club, Chartway Street, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, ME 17 3JB 

Tel: 01622 844382 www.theridgegolfclub.co.uk 


16 Week ending June 14,2015 


North & West 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 





























Cost 

Save up to £2000 per year 

compared to the train 

Comfort 

You're guaranteed a seat 

Convenience 

36 services across 12 routes 


3 reasons to commute to central London 
oy coach with The Kings Ferry 
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Kent Game & 
Country Fair 

Where the Countryside Comes to life 


Saturday & Sunday, June 27th & 28th 
HOLE PARK, Rolvenden, Kent TNI7 4JA 






A large Country Fair with three action packed arenas presenting country sports 
and pursuits at their very best Try out lots of country sports, Shooting, Fishing 
and Dog Handling . . . Yes there's Lots to See! Lots to Do! Lots to Buy! 

• Craft Village • Food Show • Cookery Demonstrations • Clayshoot 
• World of Dogs • Childrens Entertainment 

Adults: £12.00 Over 65’s £11.00 Child £4.00 10.00am - 6.00pm daily 
Advanced tickets available . Please view the website for more details 

www.livingheritagecountryshows.com Tel: 01283 820 548 1 ffeitiii 6 
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Special Report: Blood contamination scandaL.Special Report: Blood contamination scandal 



PAST: Investigations unit editor David Powles speaks to a man who worked for many years for those firms that sold the bad blood 

1 worked for firms which 
sold contaminated blood’ 

In one of the worst medical scandals in modern history thousands found 
themselves infected after being injected with contaminated blood approved 
by the NHS. Now, they still seek justice. In the latest of a series of special 
reports, we meet a man who worked for one of the companies selling the blood 



By David Powles 

additional reporting: Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

Z Z " W "WANT to give the oth- 
^ ^ I er side to the story”. 

So said an email sent 
I in the aftermath of our 
M recent investigation 
into the continued problems plagu¬ 
ing contaminated blood scandal vic¬ 
tims from the 1970s and 80s. 

For while the government had 
been given full right-to-reply to the 
many accusations laid at their door 
following our probe, what had been 
impossible to source was the take 
from those people at the very heart of 
the story - the drug companies who 
supplied the contaminated blood 
products. 


During the period in question, 
several companies were tasked 
with the job of purchasing and im¬ 
porting blood plasma products, 
which was then put through a 
process which separated each usa¬ 
ble element before being sold to 
NHS organisations in this country. 
These organisations would then 
use the products to treat the sick. 

What is now known is that some 
of those blood products were con¬ 
taminated, carrying infections 
such as hepatitis C and even HIV, 
which in many cases were subse¬ 
quently passed on to the person be¬ 
ing treated. Many have died this 
way, many more have suffered 
years of sickness. 

Decades on, it is still claimed 
more should have been done to stop 
the so-called ‘bad blood’ from being 
used. Some of it, for instance, was 
sourced from prisoners, the home¬ 
less and prostitutes in the United 
States, people who were at a high- 
risk of carrying infections. 

What is worse, is the accusation 
from many victims and expert cam- 


kk There was no cover 
up. A lot of this was 
down to ignorance. 
There was nothing 
malicious... vv 


‘Keith’, 

who worked selling blood 
products during the 1990s 

paigners that as far as some people 
are concerned this was more than a 
simple accident or medical failure. 
It is claimed that certain people 
within the health industry knew of 
the risks of contamination yet, 
whether through financial or other 
reasons, did little about it. 

This is one of the accusations that 
Keith (not his real name) is keen to 
discuss. Keith previously worked as 
a senior sales manager for the 
south, which included Kent, for one 
of the major players in the blood 


product sector. One that has faced 
much scrutiny and criticism over 
the issue. 

His job was to manage a sales 
team for a large part of the country, 
which would sell the blood products 
to hospitals and other NHS organi¬ 
sations. 

Although his time of employ¬ 
ment, for much of the 1990s, came 
shortly after the height of the scan¬ 
dal and at a time when safety had 
been improved, he witnessed much 
of its aftermath and worked with 
those around at the time. 

We meet for coffee in a quiet train 
station cafe. The small talk is kept to 
a minimum as it’s clear he is a man 
determined to get his point across. 

He told me: “Speaking from with¬ 
in the industry I can categorically 
say there was no cover up. A lot of 
this was down to ignorance. No, 
more a lack of knowledge. There 
was nothing malicious or malevo¬ 
lent about the contamination. 

“There were no shortcuts taken 
or any attempts to avoid admission. 
Two factual things that don’t weigh 


VICTIMS and their families are 
awaiting the next move from the 
government in their long-run¬ 
ning quest for what they would 
consider some form justice for 
the scandal. 

One of the key findings of our 
investigation was the many ways 
in which the compensation 
system set up for those affected 
remains flawed many decades 
on. 

As well as the being regarded 
as over-complicated and 
demeaning, there are many 
inconsistencies as to who 
receives what. 

Campaigners are calling for a 
blanket one-off payment, as well 
as improved continued support. 

Prior to May’s general 
election, David Cameron issued 
an apology to victims, as well as 
a pledge for an extra £2 5m in 
support funding. 

Mr Cameron has recently 
promised that further details will 
be released before parliament’s 
summer recess as to exactly 
where that money will be spent. 

Unfortunately there has been 
no U-turn in a decision to delay 
the release of a breakthrough 
drug called Sofosbuvir. 

It was approved by drugs 
regulator NICE in January as a 
potentially effective drug to rid 
sufferers of hepatitis C. 

However its planned roll-out, 
originally agreed to start in 
April, has been delayed by NHS 
England until August. 

The government, meanwhile, 
has ruled out conducting its own 
public inquiry into the scandal. 


up with those claims; the HIV virus 
was not commonly known about un¬ 
til the 1980s. 

“It was a completely new entity, so 
how can you look for something that 
you don’t know exists? 

“Hep C and Hep A were known 
about, but I don’t think the long term 


Continues on page 20 
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SUPPORT GROUP’S NEW REPORT 



SINCE our investiga¬ 
tion, campaign group 
Tainted Blood has 
issued a fresh report 
which it claims adds 
weight to their claims 
that many questions 
remain unanswered 
about the scandal. 

The 24-page report, 
titled ‘First, Do No Harm 
uses publicly-available 
documents to highlight 
some of the warnings 
and concerns that 
were raised about the 
safety of blood and 
blood products, long 
before measures were 
introduced in the mid 
1980s to improve 
safety. 

The first, a letter from the 
Stanford University Medical 
Center, to the Blood Products 
Laboratory, shows how 
concerns were raised about 
the potential for imported 
blood products to be 
contaminated as early as 
1975. 

Campaigners claim that if 
Britain had acted on those 
early indications and 
warnings, hundreds of lives 
would have been saved. 


FIGHTING: 

The triple-rib¬ 
bon of Tainted 
Blood 


^ They also argue 
governments at the 
time took the cheaper option 
of importing blood and blood 
products, many of which 
turned out to be contami¬ 
nated, rather than put 
investment into setting up a 
safe and self-sustaining 
blood system within the 
United Kingdom. The group 
continues to call for an 
independent inquiry to 
determine how and why 
these decisions were made 
and who was behind them. 



Continued from Page 19 

effects were known.” 

I put to him evidence raised at a 2009 
Lord Archer inquiry into the scandal 
which showed there were levels of 
knowledge and warnings within the 
NHS of the risks the products were car¬ 
rying. His reply: “Not where I worked. 
They didn’t know.” 

He added: “You have to remember 
that at the time there were no other op¬ 
tions. You could let people die or treat 
them. It might not have been perfect but 
there was no other choice. Any medical 
procedure comes with dangers.” 

It’s easy to imagine in scandals like 
these hordes of faceless, cold and uncar¬ 
ing scientists carrying out dodgy prac¬ 
tices under the cover of darkness, some¬ 
thing which Keith is keen to get across is 
far from the truth. 

He explained: “I did work with people 
who were around when the contami¬ 
nated blood was passed on and they 
thought it was a terrible thing. But they 
did it without knowing about it and as 
soon as they found out, it was rectified. 

“They understood the enormity of be¬ 
ing a victim of contamination and eve¬ 
ryone felt sorry for them. 

“The people most affected by it were 
the scientists. They did try their best to 
keep up with all the latest technologies 
but if you don’t know about something 
how can you do anything about it?” 

In the aftermath of the scandal Keith 
says that he and fellow workers would 
often be verbally abused by people who 
blamed them for what happened. 

And years on he fears there is still a 


feeling amongst the public that the prob¬ 
lems of contaminated blood persist, 
something he wants to dispel. 

He said: “I did come up against it on a 
daily basis. You would walk into a blood 
bank or hospital and they would ask you 
about it, to test your knowledge. 

“The reaction from people varied 
widely from acceptance to personal ha¬ 
tred, even though it had been nothing to 
do with me and wasn’t happening any¬ 


more.” 

One of the issues facing victims and 
their families centres upon levels of com¬ 
pensation, with many feeling they have 
not been properly recompensed for 
something that wasn’t their fault and 
something that should have been 
stopped by the government. 

However, Keith was passionate in his 
views on that subject as well, adding: 
“How should you compensate somebody 


GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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For all your Aquatic heeds: 

• Marine • Tropical • Coldwater 
• Ponds • AqflffiumsfTPond Plants 

• Glass Fibre PpTTOs •Jum ps 

• LinersanamuclftflTtre . 
Also now available 

• Chicken Coops • Rabbit 

• Guinea Pig Hutches & Runs 

www.littlefishshop.co.uk 
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CASE STUDY #1: ‘NOTHING CAN BRING BACK MY DEAD HUSBAND’ 


TO understand the full reach of the 
terrible tentacles of this disgraceful 
tragedy, you need only look as far as 
Clair Walton. 

The 53-year-old was, until her 
early 20s, a normal, healthy woman 
- embarking on a relationship with 
her husband Bryan. 

L But little could the couple know, 
when they married in May 1983, that 
a little more than a decade later one 
would be dead and the other 
infected with an incurable disease. 

Bryan Walton had severe 
haemophilia. And like so many 
others like him, was treated with 
Factor VIII - a product sourced from 
a variety of blood donors which 
allowed haemophiliacs to inject it 
into them to let their blood clot and 

* 


prevent non-stop bleeding. 

But what they were not to know 
was that it was infected with HIV, the 
virus that leads to AIDS. 

Just two years after they had 
married, he was called in for blood 
tests and diagnosed with an illness 
which was causing near panic 
across the land as it arrived and 
changed forever sexual behaviour. 

Mrs Walton was called in too, and 
was also found to have the illness. 

‘ We just went into a numbness,’ ’ 
she explained to KoS this week, 

1 ‘and battened down the hatches. 

“This was 1985, the peak of the 
fear. We just shut up and kept quiet. 
You couldn’t mention it. People today 
struggle to understand the horror of 
it all back then. But people were 


DISEASED : Patients had no idea of the risks 


for something like this? My mother 
died through a medical mistake - 
should I be compensated? Should we 
compensate for everything that 
doesn’t go right? 

“There’s always a risk and at the 
end of the day what other choice did 
they have if they needed medical 
treatment? “ 


But he admits he can ‘understand’ 
and ‘appreciate’ why, years on, those 
affected would feel passionately 
about their cause in light of the fact 
compensation has been, in the gov¬ 
ernment’s own words, flawed and 
no-one has ever been made account¬ 
able for a saga that has ruined so 
many lives. 


getting their homes vandalised if 
people found out.” 

Around three quarters of those 
who were infected with HIV as a 
result of the scandal, have now died. 
Little over 350 survive. 

But her main fury today - and one 
shared by many in her position - is 
the manner in which the Govern¬ 
ment handle payments to those 
whose lives were forever changed 
and their health forever destroyed 
by being given contaminated blood, 
despite the warnings. 

In particular her anger is directed 
at the MacFarlane Trust, set up in 
1988 by the Government to support 
people with haemophilia who were 
infected with HIV as a result of 
contaminated NHS blood products, 


and their spouses, parents, children 
and dependants. 

A registered charity, it is solely 
funded by the Department of Health. 

She explains:'‘If you have an 
accident at work and it’s not your 
fault you seek compensation and get 
a payment. 

1 ‘You don’t go to a charity with 
your begging bowl. You get a 
settlement - a sum of money and a 
pension so we know we don’t have 
to worry for the rest of our lives. 

‘ ‘We are having to take medica¬ 
tion for an incurable illness for the 
rest of our lives - the treatment 
improvement is great, but we don’t 
want to be in this position. 

1 'Nothing can bring back my dead 
husband, or the years of suffering he 


endured from ill health, nor restore 
the years of damage to me socially, 
psychologically and physically, or 
give me the children I was denied 

- but there are things that can be 
done. 

‘ ‘We recently had an apology for 
contaminated blood from the PM 
and a promise that things will be 
looked into. This provision of an 
adequate financial package which 
includes a lump sum and pension 
needs to be done swiftly for those 
who are infected and on limited lives 

- not drawn out by a long inquiry or 
individual assessments to determine 
loss. It’s not difficult. We have some 
dedicated and decent MPs who are 
fighting for us -1 am grateful for 
that.” 


CASE STUDY #2: ‘THEY KNEW ABOUT THE RISKS’ 

BARBARA Botting’s son was born in 
November 1982. With no history of 
haemophilia in the family, the 
diagnosis when he was six months 
old was a surprise. 

He received Factor VIII and was 
infected with hepatitis C. 

She remains furious that warn¬ 
ings about the possible risks of 
contaminated blood were ignored. 

“What annoys me so much is they 
knew about the risks in May 1983. 

So if they had taken it off the shelves 
then he would have not have been 
infected. 

‘ ‘Until he was diagnosed when he 
was 16 blood contamination was 
never mentioned. I spent years 
covered in his blood and no-one 
ever told me to be extra careful 

around him or ever told me to get 
checked.” 

Hepatitis C is spread through 
blood-to-blood contact. 

Her son received a one-off 
£20,000 payment several years 
ago. 

She adds: ‘ All the people treated 
should be treated the same and get 
the same payment.” 


Chalkwel 



Winchester & Lavender Fields 
29th June 2015 I £42.00 


Eastbourne 
20th |une 2015 I £28.00 


Hever Castle 

21st |une 2015 I £38.00 


DayBreaks by Coach 

IWabtHr2015 

Le Touquet 

17th |une 2015 I £50.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 

or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 

Quote ‘ARC 144’ when you book. |] # !££££ 
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or Stonecraft 


Paving Centre 


1 Beautiful Gardens Set 
in Stone ” 



Pavers £100 

per Pack inc. VAT. 

All Colours . 


The Largest Indoor 
Showroom in Kent! 


20% off 

. OUR 

patto packs 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer 


Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to 
inspire you. Stonecraft Paving can offer you everything you need to 
create your ideal patio or driveway. We offer quality products with 
huge savings. Visit our centres and compare our prices with 
other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whitewall Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4EW 
Tel: 01634 724667 Fax: 01634 729907 www.stonecraftpaving.co.uk 
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Cost of ‘suspicious' 
blaze in town centre 
set to topple millions 



CLOSED: A chunk of Maidstone’s busiest shopping stretch was closed off 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A S INVESTIGATORS con¬ 
tinue to establish the 
cause of a major fire in 
the centre of Maidstone 
town centre, traders are 
counting the cost of a week of enor¬ 
mous disruption. 

Dozens of firefighters tackled the 
blaze at The Works bookstore in Week 
Street when emergency services were 
called just after 2am on Monday 
morning. 

They had already been called out to 
tackle fires in five cars in two streets 
in the county town less than an hour 
before. Police are treating all as suspi¬ 
cious and haven’t ruled out a link. 

The fire gutted The Works and 
caused damage to surrounding build¬ 
ings. A section of the street, between 
the entrance to Fremlin Walk and 
Gabriel’s Hill was closed for much of 
the week. 

As KoS went to press, scaffolding 
was being erected to help prevent any 
chance of falling masonry from the 


badly damaged shell which has been 
left behind. 

Some estimates have put the cost of 
the blaze at several million pounds, 
when the damage is added to the cost 
of lost shopping hours for surround¬ 
ing retailers. 

Neighbouring stores like Marks & 
Spencer and those opposite like River Is¬ 
land have been badly hit as many of the 
35,000 daily shoppers are kept away. 

Maidstone Borough Council says it 
is painfully aware of the agony these 
stores have had to endure while access 


to their doors has been restricted. 

A spokesman said: “We, along with 
the emergency services and town 
centre management, are now focus¬ 
ing on the recovery phase and are 
planning to re-open Week Street as 
soon as possible by making safe the 
three worst fire damaged buildings. 

“The shop fronts of all the buildings 
date back to the 1960s and might 
contain asbestos. Although the risk is 
negligible, hoardings will be erected 
as a precautionary measure to pro¬ 
tect the public. It is hoped the work 



will be completed by Monday at the 
latest.” 

A repair on the section of the street 
is likely to take at least a year. 

Remains of The Works will need to 
be completely demolished, and there 
is still doubt about what will happen 
to the Hotter store and Thomson on 
the other side of street. 

Remaining closed for now is Game, 
Monsoon, Dorothy Perkins /Burton, 
River Island, Cornish Kitchen, Boots 
Opticians, Thomson, The Works, Hot¬ 
ter, M&S Women’s Fashion and 
Thorntons. 


All week, a succession of experts 
from insurance companies, demoli¬ 
tion firms and even architects have 
been pouring over what to do about 
the damage and calculate costings. 
As well as what can be seen from the 
street, the actual damage to buildings 
goes way back towards Rose Yard. 

Amazingly, no one was hurt. 

Chief Supt Steve Corbishley said: 
“We are continuing to work closely 
with investigators from Kent Fire and 
Rescue Service to determine the exact 
cause of these incidents. We are also 
reviewing CCTV throughout parts of 



WARJAND PjEACE 


/ iixitiry 


THE GREATEST GATHER IMG OF MILITARY VEHICLES ON THE PLANET 


At RAF Westenhanger Folkestone Racecourse 

NrHylhe Kent CTai 4HX Tel: 01304 813337 
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CAR REPAIRS & DIAGNOSTICS 


All makes of cars 
and vans 
Keys & Keyfob 
repairs 
Cutting and 
reprogramming 


ALL ASPECTS OF 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Good Garage Scheme 

• Budget Batteries 

• Heater Blowers 

• Car Light Bulbs 

• Key & Fob Repairs 

• Immobiliser & Alarm 

• Code Reading 

• H.I.D Lights Fitted 
• Parking Sensors 

• ABS, Air Bag & Air Con Fault Finding 
• MOT Testing & Servicing 

• Air Con Regassing 


SERVICING YOUR 
VEHICLE TO 
THE INDUSTRY 
STANDARD 

We service your vehicle to a detailed 
fifty point service report. 

You will be provided with a completed 
copy of the industry standard 
service report. 

Guarantee of value for money servicing 
and reassurance of a job well done. 
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1 Hotfield Road, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent ME8 8BJ aa 6 DAYS w 

"■ Email qcrmick@hotmail.co.uk Just off station Road n. A WEEK 


Wealden Hall 


London Road, Larkfield, 


Kent, ME20 6DE 


Telephone: 

01732 840259 


wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 


throughout June. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 


Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

from our El Mazo range when 
two dine from our main menu 
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DEVASTATED: The remains of the fire-ravaged scene on Week Street 


the town as part of our enquiries. 

“Arson endangers people’s lives, 
whether it’s the owners of the prop¬ 
erty or staff. 

“These incidents have had a tre¬ 
mendous impact on both residents 
and to traders, who have had proper¬ 
ty destroyed or have been unable to 
open businesses. 

“We are working with other part¬ 
ners such as the local council to make 
sure that any businesses affected get 
the support they need. 


“In the meantime parts of the town 
centre will remain closed so we can 
ensure everyone’s safety. We are 
grateful for everyone’s patience 
whilst the investigation continues.” 

Anyone with information should 
phone the police on 01732 379285, or 
call Kent Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111. 

■ A 21-year-old man was arrested on 
Thursday by police investigating the 
blaze. He remained in police custody 
as KoS went to press. 



WRECKAGE: Fire crews spent hours tackling the fire which ripped apart The Works bookshop 




Anniversary Air-Show 
& Celebration Ball 

iturday 11™ July 2015 

Headcom Aerodrome Kent 

Gates Open 10:00 am 


: ~ - j. - 


" * ' *- - • -' — 


On this Special 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain, 
celebrate it in style, at our Battle of Britain Ball and Air Show, The fun 
starts at Midday with attractions for all the family to enjoy, including 
ffioht experience, funfair rides, portrait studio and 4Q’s style stalls! 
Tho 3f temoon ending with a spectacular WW2 aerial 
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BEAUPORT PARK 

St Leonards-on-Sea, Hastings 


If you’re looking for the very best in leisure living, our luxury lodges will 
deliver the ultimate ownership experience every time. Beauport Holiday 
Park is a stunning country park set in over 250 acres of natural woodland 
on the outskirts of historic Hastings. It is a haven of peace and tranquility 
and the ideal choice to get away from it all. With a great mix of facilities, 
entertainment for all ages and lots to see and do in the surrounding area, 
Beauport is the place to be. 

• Finance available* • Private garden & parking spaces 
Owners Country Club • Heated outdoor pool 


Sell your property so you can buy 
your dream lodge, and a smaller 
_ permanent home as well! 

We can help you do this with our property part exchange scheme. 


Pitch fees, rates, gas & electric from £360 per month+ 


■ 

HOME EXCHANGE 


■! 


HOLIDAY 

HOMES 

FROM 


£9,995 


LUXURY 

LODGES 

FROM 


£89,995 


*Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply, f Based on average consumption. 


To discover more about park life please call 

01424 230 832 

or visit www.ParkHolidays.com/beauportsales 
The Ridge West, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN37 7PP 


_ _ ,# 

BeauporT 

Holiday Park 
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BACK: Original was one of the biggest grossing films of all time 

Get ready for a 
return to when 
dinosaurs rilled 

Chris Murphy takes a look at how cinemas are 
set to cash in on the release of Jurassic World 


C INEMA bosses are bracing them¬ 
selves for a bumper weekend as one 
of the summer’s big blockbuster 
opens on screens across the county. 
Jurassic World whisks movie¬ 
goers back to the island first seen in the ground¬ 
breaking original, released back in 1993. 

At the time, it became the biggest grossing 
movie of all time, and has made more than 
$lbn (£650m). 

Now the fourth film in the series - and the 
first since 2001 - may well go close to repli¬ 
cating that success. 

The original Jurassic Park, based on the 
book by Michael Crichton, imagined scien¬ 
tists extracting dinosaur DNA from mosqui¬ 
toes which had been caught in the sap of 
trees from the Jurassic era and then turned 
into amber. 

Dinosaurs were then brought back to life 
only to run riot. 

Jurassic World sees the island rejuvenated 
and now the major holiday destination origi¬ 
nally intended. 

And for cinemas, it should mean the tills 
keep ringing ahead of a host of big films this 
summer. 

A spokesman for Vue at Westwood Cross in 
Broadstairs said: “This is a fantastic summer for 
blockbusters and film fans are in for a real treat. 

“There’s lots of excitement about the week¬ 
end’s opening of Jurassic World. It’s a film 
with stunning CGI and graphics, and our 
digital screens will really enhance the latest 
instalment in this iconic cinema franchise for 
our customers, bringing the creatures to life 
like never before. 

“And that’s not all, other big movies to look 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


out for include Fantastic Four, Terminator 
Genisys and Mission: Impossible - Rogue Na¬ 
tion, with Tom Cruise back for the fifth time 
in one of his most famous roles.” 

Other big movies this year will be Spectre, 
the new James Bond film, and the eagerly an¬ 
ticipated new Star Wars movie. 

Mark Barlow, general manager for Show¬ 
case at Bluewater, said: “As predicted, the 
summer of 2015 is set to be an exciting sea¬ 
son for cinema, with a huge array of block¬ 
buster releases hitting the screens. The high¬ 
ly anticipated Jurassic World is just one.” 

However, taking a family to the cinema is 
no cheap option in this day and age. 

Tickets for a family of four to witness 
Jurassic World in 3D will typically see you get 
little change out of £40. 

Which is where some of the smaller screens 
will be hoping to cash in when the big movie 
comes to their venues. 

A spokesman for the Trinity cinema and 
theatre in Tunbridge Wells said: “We are 
looking forward to showing Jurassic World. 
The special effects have moved on so much 
since the original.” 

The wheels of Jurassic World were origi¬ 
nally put in motion back in 2004, but it 
struggled with a series of development prob¬ 
lems which saw its original release date of 
2005 delayed by a decade. 

Steven Spielberg, director of the first two 
Jurassic Park films, returns as executive pro¬ 
ducer of the latest release - the same role he 
held for Jurassic Park 3. 

Released by Universal Pictures, the movie 
was released on June 11 worldwide, with 
huge crowds expected for its first weekend. 

North & West 



FIGHT: Race for biggest movie of 2015 likely to be between this and new 007 and Star Wars flicks 



P&O 


DOVER - CALA S 


FERRIES 


YOUR TR P. YOUR SH P. 


WELCOME 
HUNGRY DINERS 

(& ON DECK RECLINERS) 


m 

JJOOD 

V °tJCHER 


Whether it's a delicious 
meal, fresh air on deck 
or hunting for treasure 
— there's something for 
all ages (and appetites) 
to enjoy when you sail 
with P&O Ferries. 

Book direct at poferries.com 
or call us on 08712 220 155 

Calls cost lOp per minute plus network extras. 

Calls from mobiles will be higher. 


Terms and Conditions: Offer applies to new long break return bookings (applies to more than 5 days on the continent) made by 30th June 
for return travel completed by 30th September 2015. Excludes foot passengers, bicycles, coaches. Offer may be withdrawn without prior 
notice and does not apply to bookings made at port. A £20 food voucher will be distributed at check in on the day of departure for use 
on the outward leg of the booking. Offer cannot be redeemed in conjunction with any other promotion or discount. Phone bookings are 
subject to a booking fee of £5. Subject to full Promotional Conditions and P&O Ferries' Terms of Business, available at poferries.com 
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^ ' ! Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 


Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 

store. 

Coming 

soon. 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live ’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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MP leads the 
charge for right 
to challenge 
unduly lenient 
court sentences 


By Sarah Linney 

sarah. linney@archant.co.uk 


H OW would you feel if you’d been 
the victim of a crime, had the 
courage to take your aggressor 
to court, and seen them con¬ 
victed - only to have the judge 
impose a lenient sentence? 

Now Dartford’s Tory MP Gareth Johnson 
is hoping to change that - by making it easi¬ 
er for people to challenge what many con¬ 
sider to be ‘soft’ sentences. 

He wants the Government to give the 
prosecution the same rights of appeal 
against a sentence as are enjoyed by the de¬ 
fence - and secured a debate in the House of 
Commons this week on the subject. 

“The defence can appeal against almost 
any sentence they believe is too harsh, but in 
most situations the prosecution cannot ap¬ 
peal against unduly lenient sentences,” Mr 
Johnson said. 

“There are a few crimes, such as man¬ 
slaughter, rape and robbery, where you can 
appeal. But for the vast majority of offences, 
including burglary, malicious wounding, 
distributing child porn and child abuse, you 
can’t do so. 

“How is that balancing the scales of jus¬ 
tice? It favours the criminal over the victim 
of crime and means there’s less confidence in 
the system than there should be.” 

He cited the case of Stuart Kerner, the 
44-year-old teacher from Aylesford, who 
had sex with one of his 16-year-old pupils at 
Bexleyheath Academy. 

He was found guilty last December of sex¬ 
ual activity with a child by a person in a po¬ 
sition of trust, but received a suspended jail 
term. The Attorney General’s Office, which 
deals with appeals over undue leniency, re¬ 
ceived several complaints over the sentence. 

“The parents of that pupil would be abso¬ 
lutely livid,” Mr Johnson said. 

“We owe it to the victims of crime to have 
a system where justice can prevail.” 

In cases where appeals over undue leni¬ 
ency are allowed, anyone can contact the 
Attorney General to ask for a rethink. 

If the Attorney General feels the case mer¬ 
its it, it will be sent to the Court of Appeal for 
a decision. But if there’s no substance to the 
claim, it won’t progress. 

Mr Johnson - whose 20-year legal career 
before he joined Parliament involved work¬ 
ing as both a prosecution and defence law¬ 
yer and a legal advisor to magistrates - said 
he thought the number of cases affected by 
his proposals would be small. 

“Most of the time, judges and magistrates 



MP: Conservative Gareth Johnson 

get it right,” Mr Johnson said. 

“The defence don’t appeal every sentence, 
and we wouldn’t see the prosecution doing so 
either - we’re not seeing it happening in great 
quantities now with offences where the prose¬ 
cution can appeal. It’s got to be a sentence that 
is clearly wrong.” 

He admits that his proposal will cost mil¬ 
lions of pounds, but says he thinks it is “money 
well spent”. 

“If we have a justice system that doesn’t 
mete out justice, extra costs are incurred else¬ 
where,” Mr Johnson added. “It can end up 
costing society more if people have no faith in 
the criminal justice system. People feel let 
down by the system and take the law into their 
own hands. This would be a wise investment.” 

The Prison Reform Trust, which aims to cre¬ 
ate a “just, humane and effective penal sys¬ 
tem”, doesn’t necessarily believe the plan is the 
right one. A spokesman said: “England and 
Wales have the highest imprisonment rate in 
western Europe and prison sentences are get¬ 
ting longer year on year. 

“The mechanisms for referring cases to the 
Crown Prosecution Service where a person be¬ 
lieves an unduly lenient sentence has been 
awarded already cover an extensive number of 
offences. 

“We would like to see more restorative sen¬ 
tencing options for the courts, to enable offend¬ 
ers to make amends and take responsibility for 
their actions. Such sentences are proven to be 
effective in reducing reoffending and increas¬ 
ing victim satisfaction in the justice system.” 



Minimum part exchange 
£3,000 on all stock Citan Vans, 


Citan Panel Van from £199*per month 
Citan Dualiner from £285* per month 
Citan Traveliner from £299*per month 


Available for immediate delivery 


*Terms and conditions apply. Deposit Contribution available when financed with Mercedes-Benz Financial Services. 

Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY and is subject to status. Monthly payments displayed are based on an 
Agility finance package with a 20% plus VAT deposit. 48 months term, 12,000 miles per annum. Credit provided 
subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 26/01/2015 
and 30/06/2015. Offer subject to availability. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, 

MK15 8BA. Part Exchange vehicle must be yours to sell and be presented with an invoice, vehicle registration 
document and at least 60 days’ MOT. 




Mercedes-Benz 


' Vans. Born to run. 


Sparshatts of Kent, Ashford - Dartford - Sittingbourne - Tonbridge, Tel 0844 396 1122 www.sparshatts.co.uk 
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Just one in four speed cameras 
can catch you at any given time 

Probe discovers three out of every four camera casings in Kent are not operational. Maria Chiorando 
and David Powles examine the latest exclusive figures on just where the top 10 speeding spots are 



CROWDED: Our roads are busy but still too many of us are speeding 



E XCLUSIVE figures obtained 
by Kent on Sunday paint a 
fascinating map of the coun¬ 
ty’s speeding hotspots and 
the cameras where most 
drivers get snapped. 

And it may come as little surprise to 
many to see the Dartford Crossing ap¬ 
proach topped the list for the year 
2014-15, with a massive 4,663 speed¬ 
ing notices issued (see list). 

But what perhaps will shock many 
is that just one in four of the bright yel¬ 
low camera casings on our roads are 
actually armed with a working cam¬ 
era, with the devices circulated 
around the county as police see fit. 

Anne-Marie Penny is the partner¬ 
ship project manager for Kent and 
Medway Safety Cameras -a partner¬ 
ship made up of Medway Council, 
Kent County Council, Kent Police and 
Highways England. The partnership 
was formed in July 2002 and aims to 
influence, educate and encourage mo¬ 
torists to slow down and stay within 
the speed limit, in order to prevent ac¬ 
cidents. 

She says: “In this county, there are 
56 mobile camera locations, 79 fixed 
camera locations and the ratio of cam¬ 


eras to their housings is one to four. 

“We choose specific areas to house 
them, depending on the number of fa¬ 
talities or injuries in that area, and 
driver behaviour. We move the cam¬ 
eras around, and work with the re¬ 
sources we have. While you can find 
information about where the hous¬ 
ings are, we don’t publish where the 
cameras are. 

“With the mobile cameras it’s obvi¬ 
ous, because the vans just roll up.” 

This goes some way to explaining 
why the number of fines issued in a 
specific location can change, as ac¬ 
cording to Ms Penny, a camera will be 
moved from a location where it is not 
deemed necessary. 

For some, cameras are little more 
than a cash cow. 

The Association of British Drivers 
(ABD) is an independent organisation. 
It aims to represent the interests of pri¬ 
vate motorists in the United Kingdom. 

According to a spokesman: “The 
excessive reliance on speed cameras in 
the UK over the last two decades has 
affected road safety adversely. A mas¬ 
sive diversion of resources towards 
speed enforcement and away from 
more cost-effective alternatives has 
regrettably resulted. 

“This process has primarily been 
driven - and supported - by the finan¬ 
cial interests of the equipment manu¬ 
facturers and of the safety camera 
partnerships, rather than by concerns 
for improvement in UK road safety.” 


According to Ms Penny, this is not 
the case. She says: “We don’t get any 
money back from fines. This all goes 
back to the Treasury. We provide sup¬ 
port to policing officers. We are fo¬ 
cused on areas where we have seen 
the most injuries and casualties. 

“Our remit is to reduce deaths on 
the roads. Kent has a relatively small 
number of cameras, and I like that. 
We have put them where people are 
getting killed or injured.” 

According to the partnership, over¬ 
all, crashes and casualties have seen a 
reduction across the county - but there 
remain concerns over the deployment 
of the controversial cameras.. 

Professor Stephen Glaister, director 
of the RAC Foundation, said: “The UK 
risks breaking apart in terms of road 
safety policy with different administra¬ 
tions having varying levels of power, 
funding and political will to deal with 
death and injury on the highways. 

“Overall, many fewer people were 
killed and injured on the roads at the 
end of the last Westminster parlia¬ 
ment than at the beginning. But given 
the flattening out of casualty figures, a 
probable increase in casualties in 
2014 and a predicted increase in road 
traffic, it is important that national, 
regional and local governments re¬ 
view these trends, and share best 
practice to learn what is, and what 
isn’t, working around.” 

Ms Penny added: “We could make 
this more of a cash cow if we wanted, 


with cameras on every corner, but 
that’s not how we operate. For those 
who think it’s just about making mon¬ 
ey, if you don’t want to contribute, 
then don’t break the law by speeding.” 

Now traffic bosses are offering alter¬ 
natives to traditional punishments. In 
line with the spike and then dip of peo¬ 
ple caught speeding, there has been a 
change in the number of people at¬ 
tending speed awareness courses in 
the county. Courses in Kent are avail¬ 
able at Dartford, Rainham, Aylesford, 
Canterbury and Maidstone. 

These courses are offered as an al¬ 
ternative to points and a fine, when 
drivers are caught speeding within 


certain limits. Drivers pay a fee for the 
course (£87 in Kent), which lasts for 
half a day, and aims to educate motor¬ 
ists on the dangerous driving. 

According to Ms Penny: “They can 
then make the decision on whether to 
pay the fine and accept the points, 
take the course, or go to court. 

“Most people do take advantage of 
the opportunity to take the course, 
seeing it as the lesser of three evils, 
and we get very positive feedback. 
Generally people do not want to go but 
they get a lot out of it. 

“It’s not punishment, but more 
about recognising that people drive as 
a matter of course, safely.” 
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Top ten speed cameras in Kent - Camera location and number of speed offences 


-- GRAVESEND 


BROMLEY 


GILLINGHAM 


— M25 SEVENOAKS 


MAIDSTONE 


CANTERBURY 


1. A282 Dartford Tunnel Approach, 

northbound towards Essex, Dartford 

4663 offences 


2.M20 

I Coastbound/ 
London Bound 

Junctions 4-7 

(there are 
three) 

4077 offences 


TUMBRIDGE WELLS 


ASHFORD 


FOLKESTONE 


—a asisss? a 


2012/13 

2013/14 

20^/15 


27,090 

34,559 

23,4691 


PAYMENTS RECEIVED FOR 
CAMERA SPEEDING 
OFFENCES 


PAYMENTS 


23,362 


7013/14 1,042,130 

2014/15 1.096.260 

According to a spokesman: “It is 

financial year. 

“This is because courses may be 

of the offence. 

SPEED AWARENESS 
COURSE 
information 


Number of speeding notices issued from fixed 
cameras (by location) and mobile cameras (total) 


3. M25 Anti- 
I Clockwise 
Clackett Lane 
Services to 

Junction 5-431 OB 
2586 offences 


4. A267 top of Frant Road, 

approaching Tunbridge Wells, just 
before Clarendon Way. 

2368 offences 

5. A28 Pin Hill, Canterbury. On the 
Canterbury ring road between the 
Rhodaus Town roundabout and the 
Wincheap roundabout. 

1968 offences 


6. Birchwood Road, Wilmington 

Between Summerhouse Drive and 
Ladenhouse Lane. 

1325 offences 

7. A225 Hawley Road, nr Shirehall 

Road, Dartford 1219 offences 

8. A26 Eridge Road, on the A26 south of 
Tunbridge Wells just inside the Kent 
border. Facing south. 

1189 offences 

9. A229 Maidstone Road, A229 
Maidstone Road, the dual 
carriageway 
leading towards 
Chatham / Rochester 
from the Bridgewood 
roundabout. Chatham 

1118 offences 


FINANCIAL 
YEAR 


2012/13 
2013/14 
2014/15* 

FINANCIAL 
YEAR 

2012/13 
2013/14 
2014/15* 


£1,478,800 


*2014/15 data is liable to change 
due to offences still being processed. 


10. A249 Sitting- 
bourne Road/ 

Detling Hill Camera 
is located immediately 
as you come down 

through the ‘S’ bends at the bottom of 
Detling Hill. 1101 offences 



Summer 

get £3,500 OFF 

A BRAND NEW HOLIDAY 
HOME THIS SUMMER! 


Bradgate Park is situated just two miles from the golden 
sands at Margate. This friendly, family park which has been 
serving the Kent community since the 1960’s is open 12 
months of the year and boasts an indoor heated pool with 
sauna and gym, perfect for the whole family. 




Take a look at our great reasons to own a 
Wyldecrest Holiday I 


2 month Owners season 



Friendly and safe park communities 1 L4S 

One of the UK’s largest Park Home operators 
Guaranteed Finance available* 

12mth Warranty on BRAND NEW Caravan Holiday Homes 
Coastal located picturesque parks 


BRAND NEW 
HOLIDAY HOMES 

from just 

,£49,995* 



For more information call our 
friendly team on: 0330 700 1102 

Si enquiry@wyldecrestparks.com 
Xwww.wyldecrestholidayparks.com f c 


A 




(Calls charged 
at local rates) 


grn 

i,W, 


f 


*Bring this advert along to the park to receive £3,500 oft the purchase price of a brand new caravan holiday home. To receive the £3,500 
discount the sale must be completed within 28 days of initial enquiry. Guaranteed finance is subject to status. Site and pitch fees will 
apply. Prices vary between parks and are subject to change and availability. 12 month warranty available on brand new caravan holiday 
homes only. Images are for illustration purposes. This offer is available until Monday 13th July 2015. Terms and conditions apply. 
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The Staplehurst rail crash that 
haunted literary genius Dickens 

June 9 marked the 150th anniversary of the horrific accident that successful Victorian writer Charles 
Dickens was involved in. Molly Kersey examines the effect that it had on his life and his work. 



W IDELY regarded as 
one of the greatest 
novelists of the Vic¬ 
torian era, Charles 
Dickens created 
iconic fictional characters such as Ol¬ 
iver Twist and Scrooge, leaving a 
legacy that is honoured to this 
day. 

But the literary legend very nearly 
became an accident statistic when 
the train he was on derailed while 
crossing a viaduct in Staplehurst. 

Dickens had been travelling from 
Folkestone to London, returning 
from a holiday in France, when the 
thirteen-car train broke in two as the 
engine jumped the rails. 

The writer and his companions 
survived, but 10 people were killed 
and more than 40 were injured. 

And this week marked the 150th 
anniversary of the disaster - the hor- 

kk For Dickens the 
after effects lasted 
really for the remain¬ 
der of his life. The expe¬ 
rience haunted him. Vf 


Catherine Waters, 

Professor at the University of Kent 

ror of which never truly left Dickens. 

“For Dickens the after effects lasted 
really for the remainder of his life,” 
said Catherine Waters, professor of 
Victorian literature and print culture 
at the University of Kent. 

“He died on the same day - June 9 
1870 - five years to the day. 

“Over that period he suffered flash¬ 
backs, it preyed on his nerves. 

“He was always thereafter nervous 
travelling by rail. 

“The experience haunted him. 

“He wrote a dark short story called 
The Signalman that captures some of 
the trauma that the accident was for 
him. The main effect on print culture 
would have to be how Dickens then 
digested the experience and assimi¬ 
lated it into his own writing.” 

The accident was caused because, 
unbeknown to the train driver, rou¬ 
tine repair work was being carried 
out to replace the wooden timbers, 
known as baulks, that anchored the 
rails on top of the piers and girders 
that made up one of the viaducts to 
the east of Staplehurst station. 

Similar to modern times, these re¬ 
pairs were meant to take place dur¬ 
ing intervals between passenger 
services to avoid delays. 

Fog detonators were also supposed 
to be placed at intervals for a distance 
of up to 1,000 yards, but due to it be¬ 
ing a sunny day the foreman had not 
put these out. 


Catastrophically, the wrong time¬ 
table had also been consulted, so 
when Dickens’ 3.11pm train passed 
through Headcorn, it was impossible 
for the driver to stop in time. 

Dickens later reported: “I was in 
the carriage that did not go over, but 
was caught on the turn among the 
ruins of the bridge, and stood alone- 
the engine broken from it, before - 
the train gone down into the valley 
behind. 

“I am shaken, not by the dragging 
of the carriage itself, but by the work 
afterwards in getting out the dead 


and dying, which was horrible.” 

Incidents like this were, unfortu¬ 
nately, not uncommon at the time. 

“I think this accident gets particu¬ 
lar notice because Dickens was in¬ 
volved in it, but it was one of many,” 
explained Professor Waters. 

“I think the articles I was looking 
at when I was writing were speaking 
of this as being the third accident 
within the space of two weeks that 
they were writing on. 

“The technology was expanding 
all the time. Then, as now, there was 
pressure on the rail companies to 


keep to schedule and run as many 
times as possible and as fast as 
possible. 

“Safety improvements were being 
made all the time, but there were a 
number of accidents.” 

So what work of the literary legend 
would we have lost, if he had become 
an accident statistic on that fateful 
day? 

“We would have lost the remainder 
of Our Mutual Friend,” said Professor 
Waters. 

“He had it with him in the railway 
carriage. He was publishing it in 


many parts.” 

In a postscript to the novel, which 
focuses on the working class Boffins 
and their inheritance of funds after a 
death, Dickens describes a similar ac¬ 
cident, blurring the lines between 
the events inside and outside of the 
novel. 

“We would have lost the finished 
portion of The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood - his final novel that was in¬ 
complete at the time of his death. 

“We would have also lost quite a lot 
of journalism, as well as letters.” 

Dickens had been travelling with 
Ellen Ternan, the actress he left his 
wife Catherine for, and her mother. 

After the accident, he freed himself 
from their suspended carriage, got a 
key from one of the guards and res¬ 
cued them both. 

He later climbed back in to get his 
brandy-flask, and helped to relieve 
other survivors. 

Little is known about the impact 
that this traumatic event had on Ms 
Ternan’s life afterwards, although 
she was not injured. 

“There are coded references to her 
in letters after the event, where he 
talks about her as ‘the patient’, which 
seems to imply that she was clearly 
unsettled and disturbed by the acci¬ 
dent,” said Professor Waters. 

Rail travel impacted many lives 
and was something of an adjustment 
for those who were used to a more 
traditional way of living, travelling 
by horse rather than at higher speeds 
along the tracks. 

“Not everyone could adjust to the 
change that rail travel brought. 

“Some people write nostalgically of 
the days of stage coaches,” said Pro¬ 
fessor Waters. 

“It’s a complete transformation re¬ 
ally. If you had been travelling on a 
stage coach, to go to being propelled 
at 50 miles per hour must have been 
incredible. 

“People talk about what it was like 
looking out of the rail carriage win¬ 
dow and the scenery flashing past. 

“It facilitated all sorts of develop¬ 
ments. You could travel that much 
more quickly and for a reasonable 
price.” 

Dickens had travelled extensively 
by rail before the accident, and this 
experience featured in some of his 
work - including short story A Flight. 

“He writes very memorable essays 
about travelling to France on the 
train and this effect of suddenly be¬ 
ing shot through a tunnel and 
emerging on the other side, and what 
that’s like,” said Professor Waters. 

“When you read it, it’s like a film of 
old rail travel, you kind of go with 
him. He is such a great writer.” 

■ A conference will be held at 
the University of Kent to mark 
the anniversary on June 25 to 27. 
For details visit www.kent. 
ac.uk/english. 
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FROM £299 


SAVE ££££ 


3 Seater 
Fabric Sofas 


STOCK CLEARANCE SALE 


SINGLE DIVAN BEDS 
SINGLE MATTRESSES 
DOUBLE DIVAN BEDS 
DOUBLE MATTRESSES 


FROM £99 
FROM £49 
FROM £149 
FROM £89 


High Seat Chairs FROM £199 frldnA, 7 / KdAe. ^iresiAe (ytuiirs, - dt d t^tdncz -@Adir& now dvditdfiU to finy ontine. 

Choice of fabric, choice of wood colour. Matching 2 seaters available on all chairs 


Simpl Sofas & Beds caN n ™-V $ 34 $ 969 ? 5 

m: J 39 High Street, Strood, Kent 

www.simplysofasandbeds.co.uk 0PEN: Mon-sat 9-5.30 sun closed 

• Leather & fabric sofas & Sofa beds • Divans • Bedframes • Mattresses 
• Wing chairs • Footstools • Headboards 

SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 
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VIEWS: Bodiam, in East Sussex, above VIEWS : Kent offers the ideal landscape to enjoy and relax in 

Clear your mind and open your 
eyes to our glorious countryside 


Sarah Linney speaks to an author who has compiled a compendium of walks around the county 


W ITH the summer 
now settling in for 
the next few 
months, it’s hard 
not to want to take 
in the fresh air and explore our 
picturesque county. 

After all, pulling on your walking 
boots and packing a picnic can pro¬ 
vide some of the best value entertain¬ 
ment for families, couples or even on 
your own, 

And a new book by Aylesford au¬ 
thor Michael Easterbrook aims to 
help those who love to explore the 
county’s beautiful rural areas on foot 
discover yet more delights - at any 
time of year. 

Kent Year Round Walks features 
20 circular routes around the coun¬ 
ty’s countryside, divided into the four 
seasons in which they are each best 
appreciated. 

“A lot of people tend to go out in 
summer when the weather’s nice,” 
Mr Easterbrook explained. 

“But quite often you can see things 
like houses and historical features in 
winter and autumn that you wouldn’t 
see when the trees are in leaf. 

“In autumn you get some lovely 
weather, too, as well as the autumn 
colours 

“You still get wonderful views of 
the coast at any time of year, and a lot 
of the best birds are around in the 
winter as they come down from fur¬ 
ther north.” 

Alongside a description of the 
route, Mr Easterbrook provides notes 
of seasonal things to look out for - 
butterflies and orchards filled 
with blossom in spring, orchids in 
summer, and flocks of bird 


and berries in the winter. 

“I tried to pick out things like his¬ 
toric houses, castles and windmills,” 
he said. 

“You could do all the walks at any 
time of year and see different things 
in the countryside.” 

One of his favourite routes is the 
first walk in the book - a climb up 
from Otford, near Sevenoaks, to the 
top of the North Downs. 

However, when we asked him to 
pick a favourite, it was clear that he 
loves every single one of the routes in 
the book. 

“The walk from Otford starts with 
quite a steep climb - you need to be 
reasonably fit - but you get fantastic 
views over the Darent Valley and 
there are lots of flowers to see,” Mr 
Easterbrook said. 

“On the walk from Ightham Mote 
you can also see various wildflowers, 
including the bluebells in the woods. 

“Around the Alkham Valley is fan¬ 
tastic - lovely, undulating downland 
with little villages and ancient 
churches. Here I stumbled across St 
Radigund’s Abbey, which is now a 
house, but you can still see some of 
the features, like the gatehouse. 

“Chilham is possibly Kent’s most 
beautiful village, with its black and 
white timbered buildings - it’s fea¬ 
tured in quite a lot of TV programmes. 
And at Sandhurst Cross, on the bor¬ 
der with Sussex, you have a wonder¬ 
ful view over Bodiam Castle. You very 
suddenly come across it, and find 
yourself looking down over a vine¬ 
yard at a fairytale castle. 

Originally from Wolverhampton, 
Mr Easterbrook, 66, has lived in Kent 
for more than 40 years. 



TOUR: Mote Park above, and the cover of Michael Easterbrook’s book detailing trips around our county 


A former research scientist at the 
East Mailing Research Station, he is 
now retired, and has three children 
and two grandchildren. 

However, he still works in a volun¬ 
tary capacity as the butterfly recorder 
for Kent for Butterfly Conservation, a 
charity dedicated to the conservation 
of butterflies, moths and their habi¬ 
tats across the UK. 

The role involves keeping records of 
butterflies seen in the county and 
sending them to the charity’s nation¬ 
al office so they can monitor changes 
in butterfly populations. 

He is also a prolific author, having 
already published numerous guides 
to walking in Kent and several books 
on butterflies in Britain and Europe. 

And he still likes to go for a good 
long walk - many of the routes in the 
book are between four and six miles 
long - at least once a week. 

“Walking is one of the best forms of 


exercise. More and more studies show 
how good it is for mental health,” he 
said. “When I was working, if I felt 
stressed, a walk on the Downs had a 
very good effect. 

“If you walk steadily at a reasona¬ 
ble pace over a reasonable distance - 
say two or three miles - it can be bet¬ 
ter for you than more rapid exercise.” 

And he says it’s important to appre¬ 
ciate the beautiful countryside that 
lies on our doorstep. 

“Kent is underrated,” Mr Easter¬ 
brook said. “The nature reserve in 
Lydden is one of the best places for 
butterflies in the British Isles. Two or 
three rare species, such as the Adonis 
blue and the silver spotted skipper, 
can be seen there. 

“There are parts of the county that 
are quite built up, but there are still 
some wonderful areas on the Downs, 
for example in Wye and Chilham, and 
villages a long way from the motor¬ 


ways. There are still lots of hidden 
corners.” 

Kent Year Round Walks is pub¬ 
lished by Countryside Books at £7.95. 
For more information, visit www. 
countrysidebooks.co.uk. 

If you go out for a walk around 
the county, why not grab some of 
your favourite scenes and send it 
into us to share with our thou¬ 
sands of readers? 

Each week we publish a photo¬ 
graph in our Images of Kent sec¬ 
tion which we run alongside our 
popular letters section. 

So next time you take a stroll 
and spot a picturesque site why 
not grab a photograph on your 
phone or camera and email it into 
us? You’ll get to see your picture 
in print, alongside your name. 

To email your high-resolution 
images: editoriaI@kosmedia.co. 
uk. 
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SHOZNA 


DINING ROOM 



Experience a whole new way of dining at "The Shozna Dining Room" 
with a carefully chosen six course taster menu created by Executive Head Chef 
Jay and his Team, for "YOU" to enjoy for the whole evening. 

(A la carte menu coming soon) 

BOOK NOW 

Friday & Saturday booking only from 7pm to 11 pm 

Reservations can be made after 5.30pm 

T: 01634 847 847 or T: 01634 849 849 

Events and Large Private Group Bookings available 
(maximum 60 Guests) Sunday to Thursday 

DRESS CODE 

Only smart casual attire is suitable 

(please note that sportswear, trainers and shorts are not permitted) 

153 Maidstone Road, Rochester, Kent ME1 1 RR 
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t Oakwood House 


• Weddings at • 

Oakwood House 

A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree-lined 
gardens offering experienced staff, elegant rooms, 
exquisite menus and lavish accommodation. Oakwood 
House is simply the perfect venue for your wedding. 

• A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to help you plan 
your dream day 

• Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning 

• Ceremony and reception suites are available for intimate and 
large parties of up to 300 guests 

• Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic opportunities 

• 40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available for you 
and your guests 

• Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities 


Discounts on late dates for 2015/16 

Your Package will include: 

• Private function room for your wedding breakfast and evening reception 

•A dedicated Wedding Coordinator and Banqueting Manager (who will act as your Master of Ceremonies on 
the day) 

• 1 reception drink per guest on arrival • 3-course wedding breakfast with coffee and mints 

• 2 glasses of house wine per guest during the meal • A glass of sparkling wine for the toast 

• Crisp white table linen and napkins • Cake stand and knife • Evening Finger Buffet for your day guests 

• A complimentary superior bedroom for the bride and groom for the night of the wedding 

• Discounted accommodation rates for your guests (subject to availability) 

Friday & Saturday price covers 70 guests : Sunday price covers 50 guests 
Extra guests can be added at the prices below 

Fridays - £4,672.50- available on: 21 August, 4 September, (usually £6,230.00) 

6,27 November, 8,29 January, 5,12,19,26 February, 4,18,25 March, (usually £5,530.00) 

Additional day guests charged at £63pp, additional evening guests charged at £17.50pp 
Saturdays - £4,935.00 - available on: 8,15, August, 26, September, (usually £6,580.00) 

24 October, 7,14, November, 16,23,30 January, 6,13,20,27 February, 5,12,19,26 March (usually £5,810.00) 
Additional day guests charged at £66pp, additional evening guests charged at £17.50pp 
Sundays - £3,112.50- available on: 9,23, August, 13,27, September, (usually £4,150.00) 

4, October, 1,8,15,22, November, 10,17,24,31 January, 7,14,21,28 February, 6,13,27 March 
(usually £3,600.00) 

Additional day guests charged at £58pp, additional evening guests charged at £17.50pp. 

All dates subject to availability at time of enquiry 




Calendar of Events 2015 

Join us at Oakwood House this year and enjoy some great food, 
children’s events and excellent themed evenings 

19th June - The Beached Boys 

Don your beach wear and join us for a BBQ and our “Beach Boy” 
party! £29.95 per person 

27th June - Frank & Dean (Rat Pack Show) 

Enjoy a 3 course meal then join the coolest cats in town as they 
rekindle the magic of Frank & Dean. £29.95 per person 

24th July - Return to the 90’s! 

Relive the naughties with all your favourite hits performed by all 
girl band The Strawberries. Meal, live entertainment and disco at 

£29.95 per person 

14th August - Blues Brothers Tribute Evening 

Grab your dancing shoes and join the party for this high energy 
show.The ticket price includes entertainment, disco and a delicious 
3 course meal. £29.95 per person 

5th & 26th August - I lam - 3pm 
Summer Time Party! 

Bring the kids along for some summer fun DJ and Dancing, Party 
Games, Craft table with Cookie decorating, Buffet, Face painting 
and Glitter Tattoos (available at a small supplement on the day) 

£ 10.00 per child aged 2-16yrs 

Parents go free- special lunch deals will be available on the day. 



OAKWOOD HOUSE HOTEL 

presents 

Comedy Nights 


2nd July 


MC - Craig Murray - Currently the face of Plusnet, Opener - Christian Steel 
- Top International comic, Middle - Paul T Eyres & Phil Cooper, Headliner 1 - 
Toju - As seen on BGT 2014 as Ant & Dec Golden Buzzer Pick & Star if Ch4 show 
Balls of Steel, Headliner 2 - Kerry Godliman - As seen on Live at the Apollo, 
Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow & Co-Starred in The Ricky Gervais 
Comedy Derek 


3rd September 


MC - Graeme Mathews - The only half naked fire eating comic in the UK, Opener 
- Susan Murray, Middle - David Alfie Ward, Headliner 1 - Chris McGlade - 

International stand up comic, Headliner 2 - Jo Caulfield - As seen on Live at the 
Apollo, Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow, Mock The Week, 

Have I got news for you 

2nd October 

MC - James Redmond - As seen on Emmerdale, Coronation Street, Hollyoaks, 
Holby City, Opener - Phil Reid - 2014 Jokers joker of the year, Middle - Keith 
Platt, Headliner 1 - Adam Kay - Known for the London Underground Song & 
Creator of BBC3 show Crims, Headliner 2 - Andrew Lawrence - As seen on 
Stand up of the Week, Live at the Apollo, Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow, 
Dave’s One night stand 

Doors open 7pm & Comedy 8pm 

Tickets £10 - can be bought over the phone on 01622 620720, via main reception 
at Oakwood House or via www.thelaughingpod.com 



The Billiard Room opening in August 



Open to the public 7 days a week, Oakwood House 
is a beautiful, centrally located venue where you 
can enjoy afternoon cream teas, lunch, dinner or 
drinks with friends or family. During the summer 
months the garden is perfect for al fresco dining. 


2 for 1 

for all booking 
throughout August 


T&C's = Pre-booking essential, you must quote the voucher offer at the 
time of booking and bring the voucher to redeem the offer. This offer is 
subject to availability. 
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FRIENDSHIP: Mayor of Ashford meets personnel from the British Army’s Intelligence Corps on the streets of Ashford town centre on a sunny afternoon last weekend 

Crowds celebrate town’s historic 
link with the Intelligence Corps 

Big crowds turned up to cheer on a very special parade through the streets of Ashford last weekend 



H undreds of weii-wish- 
ers turned out onto the 
streets of Ashford last 
weekend to mark the 
town’s long association 
with the British Army. 

Officers, soldiers and veterans of 
the Intelligence Corps, which for 
more than 20 years were based at the 
town’s Templer Barracks, paraded 
through the streets last Sunday in 
warm sunshine and to the delight of 
the cheering crowds. 

The Intelligence Corps were exer¬ 
cising the rights granted it under its 
honorary freedom of the borough. 

The distinction was first bestowed 
on the Corps in May 1979 in order to 
“perpetuate the close bonds of friend¬ 
ship and mutual respect” with the 
borough. 

This granted to the Corps the right, 
privilege and distinction of marching 
through the borough on all ceremo¬ 
nial occasions with bayonets fixed, 
drums beating and bands playing 
Templer Barracks was the Corps 
depot from 1966 to 1997, when it was 
forced to move due to the routing of 
the Channel Tunnel rail link. 

It moved out of the town and relo¬ 
cated to Bedfordshire. 

However, the Corps have retained 
strong links with Ashford, and last 
Sunday’s parade was the fifth occa¬ 
sion the freedom of the borough has 
been marked. 

The salute was taken by Major Gen¬ 
eral Jim Hockenhull OBE, the Colonel 
Commandant of the Intelligence Corps. 
He was accompanied by the mayor of 
Ashford, Geraldine Dyer, and the pair 
inspected the troops on parade. 

Major General Hockenhull said: “It 
has been my privilege to take the sa¬ 
lute at this freedom parade in the 


75th anniversary year of the re-for¬ 
mation of the Intelligence Corps. It is 
a chance for the Corps to re-affirm 
the hugely important bonds of friend¬ 
ship with the borough council and 
the people of Ashford and I am de¬ 
lighted that so many people turned 
out to watch the spectacle.” 

Cllr Dyer said: “It was a joy to at¬ 
tend the march and see the Intelli¬ 
gence Corps so warmly welcomed 
throughout the town. Given the close 
ties the Corps has had with the bor¬ 
ough it was great to witness this be¬ 


ing reaffirmed in a splendid, public 
way.” 

Colonel Jon Murray ADC, Intelli¬ 
gence Corps Colonel, who took part in 
the freedom of Ashford parade in May 
1983 as a young soldier, said: “This 
parade has been a wonderful oppor¬ 
tunity for the Intelligence Corps to 
show all that is best about the British 
Army. We are very proud that on pa¬ 
rade were officers and soldiers, male 
and female, regular and reserve and a 
contingent of our retired personnel - 
representative of the whole Intelli¬ 


gence Corps family and a demonstra¬ 
tion that our reservists are a fully 
integrated part of the Intelligence 
Corps. 

“Many of us on parade today have 
very fond memories of Ashford and I 
would like to thank the people of the 
town and Ashford Borough Council 
wholeheartedly for their continued 
support and friendship.” 

At a reception held in Ashford 
School after the parade, on behalf of 
the officers and soldiers of the Intelli¬ 
gence Corps, Major General Hocken¬ 


hull presented the Mayor with a silver 
piece depicting a three sided Intelli¬ 
gence Corps cap badge and a rampant 
horse, representing the White Horse 
of Kent, to commemorate the event. 

Many former Intelligence Corps 
members still live in Kent, having set¬ 
tled there over the many years the 
Corps spent in Ashford, and the Kent 
branch of the Intelligence Corps As¬ 
sociation ensures that the bonds with 
the county and Ashford remain un¬ 
broken and provides pastoral care for 
former members in times of need. 
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The Woodville this June 


18 June 

THURSDAY 7.30pm 
THE AUDITORIUM 


Served at these 


performances from 5.30pm 


Reservations required on 


01474 337156 


London Studio Centre 
JAZZ DANCE COMPANY’S 
SILVER SCREEN TOUR 

A celebration of dance from 
film, ranging from movies and 
musicals to the emergence 
of pop videos to the present 
day. The Jazz Dance Company 
display joy, passion and drama 
alongside great athleticism and 
grace. A wonderful night out of 
live performance for any dance 
or theatre enthusiast. 


Tickets 

ADULT 

£12 

CONCESSION 



21 June 

SUNDAY 6.30pm 
THE AUDITORIUM 


I CITY OF ROCHESTER 


‘SUMMER EVENING IN 
VIENNA AND ITALY’ 

* The City of Rochester 
r Symphony Orchestra returns 

/j to the Woodville with a 

■P-#? wonderfully varied programme 
S of popular classics. 


Symphony no.4 in A-Major ‘Italian’, by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
Oboe Concerto in C-major by Wolfgang-Armadeus Mozart with 
soloist Bryony Hanson. A selection of Viennese waltzes, polkas and 
marches by Johann Strauss. 


24 June 


Tickets 

ADULT 

£16.75 

CONCESSION 

£15.75 


50% OFF FOR SCHOOL 
GROUPS! 


WEDNESDAY 7.30pm 
THE AUDITORIUM 


1568: At a vital crossroads in 
history a young queen steps 
from the shadows to reveal 
her thoughts on marriage, 
succession, religion and war. 
But time is against her... 

Queen at 25, political 
phoenix and famously 
unmarried - but who was the 
woman beneath the crown? 
Using only Elizabeth’s words, 
Rebecca Vaughan explores 
the queen’s struggle to 
reconcile the desires of 
womanhood with the duties 
of sovereignty. 

Adapted & performed 
by Rebecca Vaughan 
(Dalloway, Austen’s 
Women). Directed by 
Olivier Award winner, Guy 
Masterson (Morecambe) 


Served at these 
performances from 5.30pm 
Reservations required on 

01474 337156 


Dyad Productions 

J 

★★★★★ A truly breathtaking 
experience. An absolute 
masterclass. I can't recommend 
this highly enough.' 

C Fringe Review) 


★★★★★ A moving, 
emotional and passionate 
production... A definite must 
see for history and theatre j 
addicts' [Hairline) 

★★★★★ A performance 
worthy of an Academy 
Award Oscar' 


[The Carrick) 


Tickets 


ADULT 

£13 

CONCESSION 

£11 


THE WOODVILLE 

GRAVESEND 


THE BOX OFFICE GENERAL ENQUIRIES 

www.woodville.co.uk 
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We need to ‘do 
more and do it 
faster’ to save 
threatened birds 


Molly Kersey looks at a new report which shows a 
number of Europe’s birds are heading for possible 
extinction, and what can be done to help them... 


A KENT wildlife expert has said the find- 

/ % ings of a worrying new report, which 

J 1 show that 19 per cent of Europe’s birds 
/ % are heading for extinction, are “de- 

JL m pressing, but not unexpected”. 

The European Red List of birds, published by 
the European Commission, examines and rates 
the conservation status of more than 500 species 
across the Continent. 

The report provides detailed information on 
each species such as their population, habitat 
and the major threats to them, updating work 
that was carried out a decade ago. 

Carried out over three years, it lists 13 per cent 
of birds as threatened - meaning they are vulner¬ 
able to becoming endangered in the near future, 
and six per cent as being near threatened. 

Three key issues are among those blamed for 
driving this decline - habitat loss, illegal hunting 
and climate change. 

And these pressures are increasing. 

Sue Young, head of conservation, policy and 
evidence at the Kent Wildlife Trust, said: “It’s 
very depressing news but not unexpected. 

“Most habitats and species in the EU are in un¬ 
favourable condition, ecologically, according to 


the State of Nature in the EU report published last 
month.” 

The State of Nature report provides compre¬ 
hensive facts and figures on the trends of species 
and on the condition of nature in the EU. 

Incorporating thousands of species and hun¬ 
dreds of habitat types, it concludes that greater 
conservation efforts are needed to achieve the EU 
target of halting the loss of biodiversity and deg¬ 
radation of ecosystem services by 2020. 

Ms Young added: “In Kent, we know that there 
have been substantial declines, in the past cen¬ 
tury, of birds that were breeding regularly, in¬ 
cluding 10 that no longer even breed here now. 

“It would be terrible to lose more species, given 
all the effort put into nature conservation, but 
that is what we could be facing, because the rea¬ 
sons for the declines are complex and many of 
them happen outside of nature reserves. 

“We know that conservation work is effective, 
but it needs to happen on a wider scale, which is 
why Kent Wildlife Trust works with farmers and 
other landowners to improve habitat on a land¬ 
scape scale.” 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
spokesman Tim Webb, agrees. 



VULNERABLE: The turtle dove has seen a severe decline. Credit: Andy Hay/rspb-images.com 



PRESSURE: Lapwings have been facing difficulties. Credit: Andy Hay/rspbimages.com 


He said: “Where we deliver conservation 
work, we have success, but we continue to lose 
much loved birds because the same focus isn’t 
being delivered across the wider environment. 

“This is further evidence that we need to do 
more and to do it faster.” 

Species that have been lost to Kent include 
the Kentish plover, which was lost because of 
disruption in coastal breeding areas, the wry¬ 
neck and redbacked shrike. 

Climate change also appears to be causing 
decreases, with species such as the turtle dove 
seeing a decrease because of the impact on its 
African wintering grounds. 

In the European Red List, turtledoves are 
classed as vulnerable, the third most serious 
level of threat, with 30 per cent to 49 per cent 
declines over three generations. 

In the UK specifically, their decline has been 
even more severe, with the species seeing a 95 
per cent drop since 1970. 

The lapwing and Dartford warbler are also 
facing pressures. 

The RSPB has been trialling new habitat 
management techniques in Kent to support 
the species, which includes helping to remodel 
landscapes in order to create perfect lapwing 
homes - the birds need lots of soil and short 
grassland to help them thrive. 

Martin Harper, the RSPB’s conservation di¬ 
rector, said: “These red list assessments pro¬ 
vide another red warning that nature across 
Europe is in trouble. It would have been un¬ 
thinkable 20 years ago that birds like lapwing 
would be threatened species, now classed as 
vulnerable. The status of many species is dete¬ 
riorating across Europe, reinforcing our com¬ 
mitment to maintain the European birds and 
nature directives to protect them and drive re¬ 
covery programmes.” 

The Birds Directive of 1979 was set up to en¬ 
sure far-reaching protection for all the wild 
birds in Europe. 

A component of the directive bans actions 



WARBLER: Ben Hall/rspb -images.com 

that will directly hurt birds including destroy¬ 
ing their nests, stealing their eggs or deliber¬ 
ately capturing and killing them. 

The number of bird species that can be 
hunted has also been limited to 82 species and 
sub-species, and this is only permitted during 
certain periods and with selected hunting 
methods. 

Ms Young is supportive of these directives. 

She said: “I agree that the nature directives 
- EU legislation - are vital to protect declining 
habitats and species, losses would have been 
far bigger without this legal protection.” 
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WE CAN DELIVER BULK BAGS OF: bark * compost • top soil & building aggregates 



Heavy Duty Top Quality 
Fence Panel 6’x6’ 

When you buy S .orTnoro 
£ 16.00 EACH +VAT 


Paving Offer 

Forest Blend 


Bark (Bulk Bags) 

Homeleigh Offer 


Railway Sleepers 

Hqineleigh Offer 

13.99 EACH (+Srate> 

5.99 EACH + VAT (SJngto) 


+VAT (per 


www.homeleighgroup.co.uk 




%wi local tbtfheJi £r Bididm 


Maidstone 01622 791111 

HaM Road | Maidstone 
ME20 7QZ 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


LIVELY: Brian Conley is developing an impressive reputation for his work in musical theatre, as well as his mainstream TV work 

VII up, roll up; Conley all se 
:o dazzle in Barnum returr 

Popular TV star is the famous circus empressario as classic bounces back 


L ATER this month, 

Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Theatre will host a 
production of Barnum. 
This revival of the Cy 
Coleman-scored musical about 
Phineas T Barnum tells the story of the 
circus entertainer extraordinaire who 
was known as America’s greatest 
showman. 

Taking the lead role is actor and TV 
star Brian Conley. The native Londoner 
was a 1996 Olivier nominee for his 
performance as the Lithuanian-born 
American singer A1 Jolson in the 
musical Jolson. 

He has also appeared on stage as 
Professor Harold Hill in The Music Man 
at Chichester and as Edna Turnblad in 
Hairspray - the role originated in the 
West End by Michael Ball and then on 
screen by John Travolta. Most recently 
he played Fagin in Cameron Mackin¬ 
tosh’s national tour of Oliver!. 


The physical demands of the new 
show are quite intense, to put it mildly. 

“Yes, they are,” he says. “But I 
started training before Christmas 
last year, I was at circus school 
twice a week and then we were had 
five weeks of rehearsals. It’s 
certainly physically demanding but 
no more so than doing panto twice 
a day. Sure, I have moments of 
thinking I’m too old for this, but 
then I think to myself, it’s as if I’ve 
been called up by the England 
manager of the theatre world in Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh so I can’t let 
him down. And the wonderful 
thing with Cameron is that there’s 
absolutely no skimping; you know 
everything will be done to the 
highest degree.” 

PT Barnum exists on a spectrum 
of comparable stage roles for the 
actor over the years. 

“Very much so,” explains Mr 


Conley. “I played Professor Harold 
Hill in The Music Man in Chichester 
in 2008 and he’s a similar type of 
con man character, and A1 Jolson 
in his own way was a hugely driven 
man whom you grew to love. In 
each case, you’ve got to play these 
roles without malice but with 
energy and charm. 

“What I’m hoping I bring to 
Barnum is a real contact with the 
audience where we play off and talk 
to them and keep them engaged. It’s 
important whatever you’re 
performing to be visually interest¬ 
ing so you don’t just stand there 
and waffle on.” 

The actor is well-known for 
playing American characters - and 
mastering the accent. 

According to Mr Conley: “As a 
kid I used to listen to American 
songs, as I sang, and I always feel as 
if the energy of these great 


American roles is not a million 
miles away from who I am - or as if 
it is me, but with an American 
accent. 

“I remember when I played A1 
Jolson in Canada, I was really 
worried that the audience would 
see through me and realise that I 
wasn’t American, but they believed 
I was. Before Jolson I did Me and My 
Girl, playing a cheeky Cockney lad, 
and after Jolson was Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang and then Edna in 
Hairspray. It can take me a little 
while to get the sound of the 
character, but once I find that, then 
I’m there.” 

Barnum is at the Marlowe 
Theatre from June 23 to July 4. 
Tickets are priced from £27 to 
£51.50 (concessions available; 
booking fee applies). Call the box 
office on 01227 787787, or visit 
marlowetheatre.com. 
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Charity Clay Shoot 

Sunday 21st June 2015 
Lees Court Estate 

Shottenden Road, Badlesmere, CT4 SHP 
(off the A251—Will be sign posted) 

In Aid of 

NGO Educational Trust and the Pilgrims Hospices 

75 Bird Sporting Shoot £25 / individual 

Pool Shoot 

Start 10am—Last Entry 3.30pm 

Fibre Wads Only 

Cartridges Available to buy on site 

Prizes 

1st 1000 cartridges, 2nd 500 cartridges, 3rd 250 cartridges 
Highest Lady; 1st 500 cartridges, 2nd, 250 cartridges, 3rd 100 cartridges 
Highest Junior (16 yrs and under) : 1 st 500 cartridges, 2nd, 250 cartridges, 3rd 100 cartridges 

Raffle 

1st Prize—Waik Up day for two guns with Keeper at Lees Court Estate 
"/ believe Game Keepers are the heart and souf of shooting in the UK”, The Countess Sondes 


In aid of Hosted by Major Sponsor 



Booking before the day is advisable but not essential* 

To enter—please contact Jeff Handy on mobile 07704 592996 or 

Email: jeffhandy216@gmail.com 
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Tribute that is 'closest you'll 
get to the real thing' perform 


Rock tribute in Dartford 


A Led Zeppelin and Deep 
Purple tribute act will be 
visiting The Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford. 

The show will take place on 
July 22. 

To book, call 01322 220000. 



by Molly Kersey 

moLLy.kersey@archant.co.uk 


I N 1973 a record was released 
that helped to bridge the gen¬ 
erational gap and become a 
rock anthem for people of all 
ages. 

20th Century Boy was written 
and composed by Marc Bolan, and 
saw him and his band T Rex shoot 
to fame and cement their place in 
the original glam rock era. 

Now, a tribute band will be rec¬ 
reating the music and stage pres¬ 
ence of the original group at the 
Churchill Theatre, Bromley. 

Tribute band T Rextasy have 
been performing for more than 20 
years at venues all over the world- 
a career that actually outlives Mr 
Bolan’s own T Rex. 

The band was formed by front¬ 
man and lead guitarist Danielz, 
and is made up of Neil Cross on 
rhythm guitar, David Ryder Prang- 
ley on bass guitar and John Skelton 
on drums, 

They are the only official live 
tribute band dedicated to Marc Bo¬ 
lan and T Rex that are endorsed by 
Marc Bolan’s family and the origi¬ 
nal members of T Rex. 

“They’re the closest you’re ever 


going to get to the real thing,” said 
original T Rex drummer Bill 
Legend. 

“They are simply the best tribute 
band in the world,” added Marc Bo¬ 
lan’s producer Tony Visconti. 

As well as this, the band were 
also awarded the accolade of the 
best live tribute band in the UK af¬ 
ter they appeared on the BBC1 pro¬ 
gramme Battle of the Fantasy 
Bands, presented by Terry Wogan 
and Ulrika Jonsson, in 2001. 

Marc Bolan’s rock-a-boogie 
songs throughout the 1970s in¬ 
clude Telegram Sam and Jeepster. 

He obtained a top 20 record in 
1976, which has become one of the 
band’s memorable and signature 
tunes -1 Love To Boogie. 

The show is aiming to recreate 
an authentic Marc Bolan concert. 

I Love To Boogie with T Rextasy 
will be at the Churchill Theatre on 
June 25. 

The performance will be taking 
place at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £22 and they are 
available to buy now. 

For more information or to book 
you can call the box office on 
0844871760. 

Alternatively you can visit the 
Churchill Theatre’s website to book 
at www.atgtickets.com/bromley. 



AUTHENTIC: The show will be recreating Marc Bolan and his band T 
Rex. Credit: Richard Shakespeare. 


Vicar of Dibley is on stage 

A full length play adapted from popular TV 
series The Vicar of Dibley will be performed 
at the Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone. 

The play will run from July 29 to August 1, 
with performances at 2.30pm and 7.30pm and 
tickets are £13. For details visit www.park- 
woodtheatres.co.uk 


Legends of 80s perform 


LEGENDS of the 80s - Go West 
and Nik Kershaw - will be 
performing at the Leas Cliff 
Hall, Folkestone, on November 
29 at 7.30pm. 

For tickets, call the box office 
on 0844 871 3015. 




r 



Music and magic in show 

FAMILY show Dr Longitude’s Marvellous Imagi¬ 
nary Menagerie, will be performed at the 
Folkestone Quarterhouse on August 9. 

The performance, which is suitable for all 
ages, features puppets, music and magic. 

It will start at 2.30pm. 

For more, details call 01303 760750. 



3Ugcnb0 of i\otk 


W -10 OCTOBER 2G15 


The George Hotel 


Bar & Restaurant 


NOW SERVING FOOD 

Monday - Thursday 6pm - 9pm 
Gourmet Sunday Roast 

only £8.95 


COME AND STAY A WHILE 
AT THE GEORGE HOTEL 

BED & BREAKFAST 


68 High Street I Ashford I Kent I TN24 8TB 
01233 625512 I www.thegeorgehotelashford.co.uk 



TUE 23 - SAT 27 JUNE 


STEWART LEE: A 
ROOM WITH A STEW 
THU 18 JUNE 


THE GOOD OLD 
DAYS OF VARIETY 
THU 18 JUNE 


JIVE IN JUNE WITH 
THE JIVE ACES 
FRI 19 JUNE 


JALEO FLAMENCO 

MON 22 JUNE 


KILLER QUEEN 

SAT 20 JUNE 


THAT'LL BE THE DAY 

SUN 28 JUNE 



BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATH E.COJJ K DARTFOR D 

TICKET OFFICE; 013 ZZ 2ZOQOQ ORCHARD THEATRE 
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Pop rock band join line-up 


FOUR-piece pop rock band 
Room 94 have joined the line¬ 
up for this year’s Dartford 
Festival. 

The group is taking to the 
stage on July 18. Visit www. 
dartford. gov.uk/festival. 



Record-breakers on stage 


RECORD-breaking pop trio The Three 
Degrees will be performing in Bromley. 

The trio are listed in the Guiness Book of 
World Records as the longest-running female 
vocal group in history. 

They will be at The Churchill Theatre on 
June 23, call 0844 8717620 to book. 


Hit tribute will rock you 


QUEEN tribute act Killer 
Queen will be performing at 
The Orchard Theatre, Dartford, 
as part of their 21st anniversary 
celebrations. 

They will perform on June 20. 

Call 01322 220000 to book. 



Farewell to Bellowhead 

SUCCESSFUL folk band Bellowhead will be 
playing in Folkestone as part of their farewell 
tour. 

The band formed in 2004 going on to 
headline festivals. 

They will perform at the Leas Cliff Hall on 
November 17 at 7.30pm. 

For tickets, call 0844 8713015. 


Pixie Lott takes iconic 
Audrey Hepburn role 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


P OP starlet Pixie Lott will 
be starring in a new 
production of Breakfast 
At Tiffany’s. 

The play will be 

touring the UK prior to its West End 
run and it will making its way to 
the Marlowe Theatre in Canter¬ 
bury. 

The singer will be playing Holly 
Golightly in the piece written by 
Truman Capote. 

The same role was portrayed by 
Audrey Hepburn in the iconic 1961 
film. 

It is being given a new lease of life 
as a stage play. 

Adapted by Pulitzer Prize finalist 
and Tony and Olivier Award-win¬ 
ning playwright Richard Greenberg 
and directed by Nikolai Foster, this 
tale of vivacious, good-time girl 
Holly Golightly and her fantastical 
existence in 1940s New York City, 
is told through the eyes of a young 
writer, completely fascinated by 
this exquisite extrovert who every 
woman wants to be, and every man 
wants to be with. 

Breakfast at Tiffany’s will mark 
Ms Lott’s acting debut in a theatre 


play. 

Ms Lott said: “I am so excited to 
play Holly. 

“I absolutely love her style and 
free spirit; she has always been an 
icon to me and I can’t wait to 
bring my own personality to the 
role. 

“Alongside music, I’ve always 
wanted to be in a play, and getting 
the opportunity to be in one of my 
all-time favourites and play this 
fabulous character is a dream come 
true.” 

Ms Lott, from Chislehurst, shot to 
fame after her single Mama Do was 


released in 2009 and went straight 
to number one in the UK singles 
chart. 

Her second single, Boys and 
Girls, enjoyed the same success and 
claimed the number one spot. 

She was also a quarter finalist in 
hit BBC One show Strictly Come 
Dancing. 

The play comes to The Marlowe 
Theatre from March 14 to 19, 2016. 

Tickets go on sale to the public on 
June 19. 

To book call the box office on 
01227 787787 or visit 
www,marlowetheatre.com to book. 



ICONIC: Ms Lott is ‘so excited’ to 
play Holly. Credit: Dave Benett. 



DEBUT: It will be Ms Lott’s first 
theatre play. Credit: Dave Benett. 
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Cuttina out processed arub to improve healt 


TV presenter and cookery writer Ching-He Huang describes how eating clean gained positive results 


B ACK in 2011, TV present¬ 
er and cookery writer 
Ching-He Huang began to 
suffer from allergic reac¬ 
tions, weight gain and 

tiredness. 

As a healthy eater with a balanced 
diet, Taiwanese-born, London-based 
Huang couldn’t work out the cause of 
her health problems, and embarked 
on a diet detox to combat them. 

After making changes, ditching 
processed grub and eating ‘clean’ - 
fresh greens, salads, soups and fruit 
- the self-taught chef started to notice 
an improvement in just two weeks. 

“Through a process of elimination, 
I found out that it wasn’t the actual 
food or the ingredients I was allergic 
to, it was what the ingredients were 


covered or preserved in,” she recalls. 

Huang discovered it was sulphites 
- used as preservatives in the produc¬ 
tion of some food and drinks - that 
were giving her the reactions. 

“We have more food available [to¬ 
day], but actually, when you break 
that down, most of it’s not really 
food,” she said. 

“It’s chemicals, it’s processed food, 
it’s food that can’t be found in its nat¬ 
ural form,” she notes. 

“Just like the planet, we have our 
own little ecosystem,” the 36-year- 
old adds. “I thought, ‘here I am trying 
to get people to love Chinese cuisine, 
but what’s more important is people’s 
health, and eating for health’, so 
I decided to clean my own recipes up. 
Because it starts with you, to share 



HEALTH: Ching He-Huang noticed 
an improvement after two weeks. 


and promote this way of eating 
that’s more mindful of one’s own 
health.” 

Huang, who moved to the UK with 
her Chinese parents aged 11, has 
poured her experience and findings 
into a book of healthy recipes, called 
Eat Clean: Wok Yourself To Health. 

Dishes in the book include Nour¬ 
ishing Mixed Seafood Miso Broth; 
Garlic, Basil, Tomato, Aubergine and 
Soba Noodle, and Smoked Tofu With 
Dinosaur Kale. 

It also contains Huang’s advice on 
eating clean - from a diet made up of 
80 per cent plant-based foods and 20 
per cent organic meat, fish, dairy and 
eggs, to using seasonal products and 
reducing sugar intake - and her top 
20 clean foods, which include garlic, 


dark leafy greens, avocado and fresh 
chilli. 

Despite her passion for healthy eat¬ 
ing, the chef - who studied economics 
and ran her own food production 
business before becoming a writer 
and presenter - confesses she’s “no 
saint”. 

“I have a sweet tooth and that’s 
been the hardest to curb,” she says 
with a laugh. “It’s a daily battle, of 
course it is!” 

And while she admits eating clean 
can be technical and “perhaps makes 
people think about food in an unsexy 
way”, Huang says it’s time to face up 
to what we consume. 

“We have to really uncover the best 
ingredients to sustain our health for 
the long-term,” she adds. 


Laugh at political party 

COMIC Viv Groskop will be playing a 
fundraising show at the Tunbridge 
Wells Forum later this month. 

The writer, broadcaster and stand-up 
comic, writes a weekly TV column for the 
Guardian and is a regular on BBC Radio 4's 
Front Row and Saturday Review. She 
performs on June 18 in the Stand Up for 
Labour event, starting at 7.30pm. Proceeds 
go to the Labour Party. 


Basil Brush due in town 

I BRITAIN’S most lovable fox will be 
performing in a live stage show 
featuring storytelling and song. 

The Basil Brush Show will be at the 
Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, on 
July 5 at 2.30pm. 

The family friendly show will feature Basil’s 
fellow BBC2 The Basil Brush Show co-star 
Stephen, played by Chris Pizzey. 

To book, call 01892 530613. 


Honest book adapted 

A ONE-man show adapted from Josh 
Kilmer-Purcell’s autobiography will be 
performed at the Theatre Royal Margate on 
October 15. 

I’m Not Myself These Days is adapted and 
performed by Tom Stuart. 

It recounts a time when Josh found himself 
working as a drag queen and battling his 
alcoholism. 

For tickets, call 01843 292795. 


Tragic play in Margate 

LEGENDARY musical Miss Saigon will 
be performed at the Margate Winter 
Gardens on June 24. 

The musical love story tells the tale of 
young bar girl Kim, who has been orphaned 
by the war, who falls in love with an Ameri¬ 
can GI named Chris. 

But tragedy strikes and their lives are torn 
apart by the fall of Saigon. 

For tickets call 01843 868302. 
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET 


Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


2004 ABi Brisbane, 35ft x 12ft, 2 bedroom 
caravan. Sited on 250 acre Beauport 
Holiday Park with fantastic facilities. 

£QQT including 2015 pitch fees 
and 12 months insurance 


To advertise your 
restaurant here 
please call 


01233 

653461 


CARAVAN FOR SALE 


CALL 01424 853 764 



23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 
AS SEEN 

BBC m 


tv m 

OOK NOW 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 OEF 

www. over cliffchot el .co.uk 


^\\\e Loca/ "'Ss* 

Handyman v 1 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322/ 


KITCHEN 

CANDY SHEPHERD^ 

designer ltd 


SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 


• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 



Fair Tradei 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 


www. andyshepherdkitchens. co. uk 


mm 1M1F 



No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available, 
www.manvanandsam 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 
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Rock solid safari fun in Zimbabwe 



DIVERSE : Cheetah cubs play in Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve, Zimbabwe. Credit: PA Photo/Renato Granieri. 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Zimbabwe 

by Sarah Marshall 


N OW in full spring bloom, 
a purple haze of jacaran- 
da trees swathes 
Harare’s quiet suburbs. 
Images of angry rioters, 
broadcast worldwide 15 years ago, 
are no more than ghostly memories, 
put to rest in the dry, dusty soil where 
a few stray petals now lay. 

Leaving the Zimbabwean capital 
behind us, we pass groups of Seventh- 
Day Adventists shrouded in long 
white smocks and carrying wooden 
shepherds’ crooks. 

Escaping the burning late October 
sun, their religious ceremonies are 
conducted under the shade of gravi¬ 
ty-defying sandstone rock stacks, 
similar to the balancing boulders 
once depicted on the now defunct 
Zimbabwe dollar notes. 

Spiralling hyperinflation, which 
reached an estimated mind-boggling 
79.6 billion per cent in 2008, along 
with violent land seizures, una¬ 
shamed political corruption and in¬ 
evitable international trade embar¬ 
goes brought one of Africa’s richest 
nations to it’s knees. A thriving tour¬ 
ist industry collapsed, safari lodges 
closed and excellent guides, reputed 
to be the best trained on the 
continent, left for a better life else¬ 
where. 

But fortunes seem to be changing. 
Despite Robert Mugabe’s steadfast re¬ 
fusal to relinquish power, foreign in¬ 
vestment is returning, new lodges are 
opening and tourists are discovering 
an overwhelmingly hospitable coun¬ 
try, rich in diverse wildlife, heart¬ 
stopping scenery and traces of an¬ 
cient civilisations. 

We’re driving south-east to Gona- 
rezhou National Park, covering an 
area of 5,000sq km. 

Overhanging the Save River, just 


outside the park boundaries and close 
to the Mahenye village, Chilo Gorge 
Safari Lodge is working hard to build 
a bridge between community and 
wildlife, with tourism providing the 
obvious stepping stone. 

A poker hot sun is already climbing 
skyward by the time we set off on a 
morning drive, timed to coincide 
with the park’s 6am opening. But 
there’s no need to anguish about be¬ 
ing first off the starting block; we 


have the place to ourselves. 

Powering across sandy, dried out 
riverbeds, we head into the bush, 
weaving through fans of ilala palms 
and 2,000-year-old baobab trees. 
One trunk is so bulbous, our guide 
Thomas claims poachers once used it 
as a hideout. 

We encounter several nyala, a spe¬ 
cies of antelope native to southern 
Africa, and catch a glimpse of wild 
dogs. 


Elephants, on the other hand, are a 
game drive guarantee - there are 
11,000 in the park - although their 
behaviour is far from predictable. 

After getting too close to one very 
protective herd, we’re charged by an 
agitated bull for nearly five minutes. 
Thomas tells me many of the skittish 
creatures are still reeling from the 
long civil war in Mozambique, just a 
few kilometres away. 

“Did the elephants interview you?” 


TRAVEL FACTS 


Sarah Marshall was a guest of 
The Ultimate Travel Company 
(www.theultimatetravelcom- 
pany.co.uk; 020 3051 8098) 
who offers an 11-day safari To 
Chilo Gorge Safari Lodge, 
Singita Pamushana, Amalinda 
and Somalisa from £6,420pp. 
Includes all meals, drinks, 
activities, private transfers and 
flights from Heathrow with 
Kenya Airways. 


asks another guide wryly when we 
return to the lodge. “If you weren’t 
scared, then you passed.” 

Fortunately, I make the grade, and 
my next stop, the neighbouring Sin¬ 
gita Pamushana, is a breeze in com¬ 
parison. Set within the private 
130,000 acre fenced Malilangwe Re¬ 
serve, the wildlife - a mixture of ante¬ 
lope, birds, big cats and even black 
and white rhino - is easier to manage, 
and there’s greater flexibility with 
game drives. 

With infinity plunge pools on the 
private decks of villas perched high in 
the rocks, it’s an obvious hit with A- 
listers. But for all its grand interior 
design, Pamushana’s greatest attrac¬ 
tions are outdoors. 

My guide, Time, and I set out at 
4.30am, to spend a morning in a se¬ 
cluded hide next to a watering hole. 

When we arrive, the watering hole 
is already busy. Giraffe splay their 
legs and gently bow down to slurp the 
water, while swarms of quelea “locust 
birds” blow like gusty clouds from one 
bush to another. Two cheetah cubs 
emerge from the long grass, their 
white Mohican tufts backlit by the 
morning sun, with their mother in 
close pursuit. 

All the while we sit quietly, and 
they never once notice we’re there. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




JURASSIC WORLD 

(12A, 130 mins) Science Fiction/ 
Thriller 

BASED on characters created by 
Michael Crichton, this fourth 
instalment of the blockbusting 
dinosaur franchise returns to 
ill-fated Isla Nublar where the 


Jurassic World theme park is open 
and functioning under the control of 
the Patel Corporation. 

Operations Manager Claire 
Dearing, played by Bryce Dallas 
Howard, oversees the park on a 
daily basis including laboratories 
where scientists are playing God 
by performing genetic modification 
experiments to breed a new 
dinosaur: the ferocious and highly 
intelligent Indominus Rex. 

When this hulking beast escapes 
confinement and goes on the 
rampage in a park crowded with 
terrified tourists, animal wrangler 
Owen Grady, played by Chris 
Pratt, races to the rescue. 

QUEEN & COUNTRY 

(15, 115 mins) Drama/Romance/ 
War/Comedy 

IN 1987, John Boorman seduced 
Oscar voters with his autobio¬ 


graphical comedy drama, Hope 
And Glory, and garnered five 
nominations including Best Picture, 
Best Director and Best Original 
Screenplay. 

Taking its title from a refrain in 
Elgar’s stirring Pomp And Circum¬ 
stance Marches, the defiantly 
unsentimental film relived Boor¬ 
man’s memories of the Blitz through 
the eyes of a nine-year-old boy 
called Bill Rohan. 

Queen & Country continues the 
misadventures of Boorman’s 
fictional hero, unfolding almost 10 
years later when Bill has come of 
age and can now serve his country. 

Bill, played by Callum Turner, 
lives on an island in the River 
Thames with his parents Clive and 
Grace, grouchy grandfather 
George and free-spirited sister 
Dawn. 

The young man enlists in the 
army and prepares other fresh- 
faced recruits for the Korean War. 


FREAKS 

(12A, 58 mins) Thriller 

Tod Browning’s unforgettable 1932 
thriller was banned for many years 
in the UK and more than 80 years 
later, with this re-release, the film 
still possesses the ability to shock 
and unsettle. 

The story revolves around a 


midget called Hans, played by 
Harry Earles, who falls in love with 
trapeze artist Cleopatra, played by 
Olga Baclanova. 

She only wants to be with Hans 
for his money, and plots with her 
strongman lover Hercules (Henry 
Victor) to poison him. 

However, the other ‘freaks’ learn 
of her dastardly plan and plot their 
own bloodthirsty revenge. 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


HUMOUR: The Ninja Gnome, equipped with a sword and a solar panel at the back which lights up his eyes, is a gift that will help create some laughs. 



s tor aree 


aered dads 


A S Father’s Day looms, 
everything should be 
flourishing in the gar¬ 
den. But there are always 
some little extras gar¬ 
dening dads could use to help them in 
their outdoor work and play area. 

Whatever your budget, you should 
be able to find him something which 
will make his day. 

If he’s short of gardening shoes, 
check out the new pebbles design 
fromBackDoorShoes, which are ideal 
for slipping on and off at the door, for 
gardening or nipping up to the shed, 
without ruining his regular shoes or 
trainers. 

They come in a range of designs up 
to size 13. They are £20 and can be 
purchased at www.backdoorshoes. 
co.uk. 

Gnomes may be naff, but there’s a 
lot of them about, even if they’re not 
allowed at the Chelsea Flower Show. 

The new Ninja Gnome, equipped 
with sword, should create some 
laughs, with a solar panel on the back 
which lights up his eyes. The price is 
£19.99 and he can be bought from 
www.iwantoneofthose.com. 

If he’s a wow with the barbecue, 
treat him to a Personalised BBO Tools 
Set, equipped with tongs, spatula, 
fork and meat brush. 

Utensils are made from stainless 
steel with natural wooden handles, 
presented in a canvas zip bag with up 
to 10 characters to personalise the 
bag. You can purchase them for 
£34.95 at www.prezzybox.com. 
Vegetable gardeners with limited 


space may enjoy rich pickings from 
Suttons new Stacks of Flavour per¬ 
sonalised wooden crates, which can 
be added to as time goes on, or just 
kept small enough to harvest lovely 
quick-growing salad leaves and 
microgreens throughout the season. 

Each crate is made with FSC sus¬ 
tainably sourced pine in 12mm thick¬ 
ness for extra strength. 


They have been given a three-year 
protective stain in a beautiful antique 
colour and have smooth contoured 
handles for easy lifting. 

They also come with an easy to fit 
durable liner. 

Prices start at £20 from www.sut¬ 
tons.co.uk. 

Dads who are likely to be stuck in 
the office beyond Father’s Day may 


like a little reminder on their desk of 
the great outdoors. 

With this in mind, award-winning 
design and manufacturer Bluw has 
created a Desktop Garden complete 
with propagation tray, drip tray, soil, 
seeds and full instructions, encased 
in a decorative mini garden fence, to 
give him a little green space on his 
desktop. 


They are £14.25 from Amazon. 

All that digging can be thirsty 
work for the busy gardener, so treat 
your dad to a beer or two on Father’s 
Day - check out The Thirsty Gardener 
Gift Set from Dobbies, containing 
three different types of beer with 
novel labels in an easy-to-carry box. 

The beers and carry box are priced 
at £11.99. 




SEE THE FOLLOWING AT NEW ROMNEY STATION 
from 10am to 4pm EACH DAY 

• Miniature Traction Engines on display and doing 
demonstrations. 

• Visiting model railway layout. 

• Visiting miniature steam and electric “ride-on” railways. 

• Some associated trade stalls. 

(all rides included in RH&DR travel or platform ticket) 

Normal travel fares apply. Platform ticket 
£6.00ad - £3.00ch (3- 15yrs) valid for one day. 

All above items are subject to availability. Romney Hythe & Dymchurch 
" Railway reserves the right to alter or cancel anything mentioned on this flyer. 


FATHER’S DAY 

3.1 it fjiwa 2015 

Drive a steam engine 
sessions for Dad’s at 
New Romney station 


_ftH &D#}_ 

ROMNEY, HYTHE 
& DYMCHURCH 

-R A I L W A Y- 

Kewt'l MoUhUha m 


will be in residence 
for the weekend 


Riley’s Miniature Railway 


For further details, visit www.rhdr.org.uk 
or call our Sales Team on 01797 362353 
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Licence answer 
to foxhunting 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


Let’s just be nice 
to one another 



Fight the threat of 
the TTIP treaty 



Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


I WAS interested to read your article 
on foxhunting (KoS, May 31). 

I believe the ban on hunting 
cannot be effective as it is impos¬ 
sible to police. I would replace it 
with a licensing system. 

The foxhunters would sign up to 
an agreed set of rules governing 
the way hunting was organised, 
for example if a fox took cover near 
houses then the hounds would 
have to be called off, then if the 
rules were broken they would lose 
their licence. 

The anti-foxhunt people would 
have an incentive to police the 
hunts. This would enable them to 
get evidence for the licence to be 
taken away. 

Personally, I like the spectacle of 
the hunt but feel that nothing is 
taken away from this if a hunt is 
following a dragged scent and not a 
live fox. 

Gerald Carr, 

Gravesend 

Stop Europe be 
more involved 

PERHAPS I’m not the only reader 
to feel concern about the hopes of 
Stuart Jeffery leader of the Kent 
Green Party (KoS, May 24), who 
stated that he would like to see the 
creation of regional assemblies cov¬ 
ering areas roughly the size of 
those covered by MEPs. 

If we allow an ‘ever closer’ 
political/financial relationship to 
the European Union, these regions 
would be imposed upon us - doing 
away with our ancient boroughs 
and counties. 

The very idea of that is too 
ghastly to even contemplate. 

Meanwhile, David Sparks, chair 
of the Local Government Associa¬ 
tion, said: “The association is keen 
to see powers de-centralised, but 
with a focus on recognising the 
existing towns, cities and coun¬ 
ties,” adding, “without reorganis¬ 
ing them into artificial regions.” 

The future of this country 
depends upon protecting our 
freedom and independence to 
govern ourselves under our own 
law. 

June Moore, 

Tunbridge Wells 

It’s the act not 
the basic idea 

WITH regard to human rights 


THE Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) is 
a treaty currently being 
negotiated between the US and 
Europe. 

It has many dangerous aspects 
and is therefore being kept very 
secret by the negotiators. 

One example of what the treaty 
includes is that under TTIP 
businesses can sue governments if 
the government does something 
that impacts their profits. 

For example if the government 
wants cigarette packets to be 
plain or contain negative aspects 
of the results of smoking, then the 
cigarette companies could sue the 
government in an non-judicial 
court (run by business) and the 
government could then be forced 
to rescind any such legislation. 

In effect it passes power from a 
government to big business. This 
is currently happening in 
Australia where the government 
signed such a treaty and is now 


legislation (KoS, last week), it is not 
so much the content of the Human 
Rights Act that is the problem, it is 
the control of that law. 

Britain is no longer the final 
arbiter over the laws of our country. 

The final word is not British. It is 
a decision taken by a mix of often 
unqualified anonymous appointees 
in Europe. Not good enough. 

British law is respected and 
widely adopted throughout the 
world. 

It has always been fair and 
reasonable. 

By withdrawing from the EU 


being sued by large American 
tobacco company, Philip Morris. 

In South America, a country is 
being sued after refusing to allow 
a western gold mining company 
from starting a gold extraction 
system that would have poisoned 
the water system for many miles 
around. The company are suing 
the government for much more 
than the country’s annual GDP. 
This is madness. 

This treaty can also force a 
government to privatise services 
such as the NHS. This would give 
us a health service like the 
American system where the rich 
are fine but the poor need medical 
help from charities. Do you want 
that? If no then we need to put 
pressure on our MEPs to vote 
against this horrendous treaty. 

This treaty is good for big 
business but very bad for the 
general public. 

Malcolm Wright 

Canterbury 


version, that will not change. 

British residents should be 
controlled and ruled by British law. 
British courts should have the final 
say. The politicians can argue 
about the content - reject bad law 
and keep good law. 

Nothing wrong with that. 

As head of my household, I and 
my wife say what is acceptable. 

All I want is that in my country I 
and my countryman say what is 
acceptable. 

Roy Martin, 

Maidstone 


WHY oh why are the people of the 
world not at peace with each other? 

All their differences be they 
political religious or geographic, I 
believe they can resolved by 
understanding because to under¬ 
stand is to forgive, surely we could 
get to know each others differences 
by listening to each other and each 
others points of view. 

With God’s help we can begin to 
understand and forgive as God’s 
peace transcends all understanding. 

Surely it is possible to get 
together in the cause of peace? 

Tom Mason, 
Rochester 

Is this the ‘Gospel 
of St Duff? 


NO surprises from Ray Duff, still 
raging at anything and anybody 
that doesn’t subscribe to the 
‘gospel’ according to St. Duff! (KoS, 
ad nauseum). 

I really don’t understand what 
his problem is, although I could 
quote numerous parts of the Bible 
to support my argument, he says 
the Bible is, ‘a garbled history of 
myth and legend’. So what’s all the 
fuss about, if he has a problem with 
the Christian ‘club’, either follow 
the rules, or just don’t join. Simple. 

There’s a lot of organisations I 
actually detest, but there’s no point 
raging at the world about it and 
spitting spite at everybody! 

He tries to bring in yet again the 
issue of homosexuality, of which I 
made no mention, but was just 
correcting his inaccuracy about 
Jesus coming to change the law. 

I and many others personally 
have no problem whatsoever with 
homosexuality, it seems it’s mostly 
Ray Duff that does. 

Phil Granger, 

West Mailing 

Ukip has answer 
to Crossing woes 

IT SEEMS a week does not go by 
without yet another article on the 
Dartford Crossing (KoS, last week). 

Perhaps if it was made free, as 
promised, then we would not have 
this continued extortion. 

Ukip is the only party against all 
forms of road tolling and future EU 
enforced road tolling. 

Terry Hudson, 
Whitstable 



Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 

The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 
principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 


2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 


8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 
people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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images of kent 



Village Hall, 
Luddesdown 

by Jean Sheridan, 
Cuxton, near 
Rochester 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 

Please note, our relationship with 
MyFerryLink has now come to an 
end. We thank them for their long 
support. 



Made in Padstow, Cornwall 

Queen of Cupcake Necklace by Zamsoe, £19 


GR 


;at 


Cdtb'CAkiviQ Hm best o{ ■''Bri-tisk 


BRITISH LIFE 


DISCOVER BEAUTIFUL 
BRITISH PRODUCTS 
FROM TOP QUALITY 
BRANDS TODAY AT 

gr eatbritishlife .co.uk 
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mydate24 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service , run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


FEMALE easy going, kind, lov¬ 
ing, genuine, romantic, car 
boots, gardening, seeking male 
with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417603 0 
SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after 
me, preferably, older, N/S male 
with own car. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392537 
HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, 
seeking nice man to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407383 
GORGEOUS flower, Ashford 
Kent, 51 , larger lady, large per¬ 
sonality, easy going, seeks 
male who likes dogs, animals 
for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 417435 0 
KATIE, 5ft 5, slim dark hair, very 
attractive female, likes most 
things in life and a good laugh, 
looking for a similar male. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4722127 
NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to 
start out with. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4710874 
BLONDE female, 5ft 1 ins, size 
12, likes meals out, drinks, 
nights in, walks, seeks male. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409025 0 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 0 

BLONDE female, 47, looking 
for fun, sensual, experienced, 
understanding, seeking similar. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415675 0 

JANINE 36, faithful, sincere, 
will never stray seeking similar 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414629 0 


but young si noan, good looKing, 
enjoy life, socialising, beach 
walks, gardening, theatre, seeking 
male, 55-65 to share life with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416171 


loves nights out, honest, loyal, fun 
to be with, looking for mature male 
for adult companionship, meals 
out and hopefully more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 415561 0 


ATTRACTIVE lady early 50’s, 
petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM profession¬ 
al, caring gent, 50-60’s for 
attention and future together. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416569 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 0 

ALISON 39, petite with long 
brown hair, hazel eyes, very lov¬ 
ing, seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416517 0 

ALISON 30, pretty, slim with 
long brown hair, fit and active 
seeks fit older male for ener¬ 
getic relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416497 0 
DEBORAH 41, intelligent 
brunette, lovely brown eyes, 
discreet, many interests, seeks 
similar male to share fun and 
good conversation. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515 0 

ATTRACTIVE black, athletic 
lady, varied interests, seeks 
similar white, old fashioned, 
genuine male for relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416215 

FEMALE 38, attractive, African, 
single mum, seeks male, 35-50 
for nights out, socialising, 
friendship and fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412793 
MAY sexy black African female, 
38, hardworking, seeks gener¬ 
ous friendly male for mutual 
rewarding friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416211 0 

FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413809 0 


SMS MATCHMAKER 



JOIN OUR NEW MATCHMAKER 
SERVICE AMD START PLANNING 
YOLIR NEXT BIG EVENING! i 


UHJ 


MATCH TO 89990 




CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


JACKIE 32, attractive profession¬ 

al, very smart and feminine, long 
brown hair, seeks smart, confi¬ 
dent, older male who knows how 
to treat a lady. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416297 0 
BECKY 23, classy blonde, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes seeks lov¬ 
ing older guy to spoil and pamper 
her. Discretion assured/guaran¬ 
teed. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416233 0 

LINDA 26, cheeky, curvy brunette, 
a little shy at first, likes to look after 
herself, seeks dark haired male for 
discreet naughty but fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416195 0 

TERESA 39, petite, cuddly and 
bubbly seeks kind older male to 
travel, have fun, and take care of, 
pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416081 0 
LUCY stunning tall brunette, look¬ 
ing for exciting times, seeks like- 
minded, adventurous male who is 
willing to try anything once or 
maybe even twice! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416079 0 
PETITE blonde, blue eyes, very 
feminine and sensual seeks 
younger male for friendship and I 
discreet fun. Can accommodate. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416077 0 

SARAH 29yr old pretty slim single 
mum of one, interesting, lively, 
good fun, enjoys nights in/out, 
music, seeking similar easy going, 
genuine, honest man/dad to get to 
know. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415841 0 

ANGIE attractive nurse 39yrs, 
new to area/advertising, likes dog 
walking, being sociable, meals 
in/out, WLTM honest, fun male for 
possible Itr. looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415827 0 

LISA attractive petite Filipino 
female, very lonely, wanting to find 
love, companionship and to be 
happy, looking for friendship and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415549 0 

SUE 65, 5ft 8ins, blonde hair, fash¬ 
ionable, smoker, GSOH, enjoys 
meals out, travel, animals, WLTM 
kind, shyish man for friendship, 
maybe more. Thanet area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415735 0 
INTELLIGENT funny guy without 
a huge ego required for damaged 
heart. Casey 39, size 10, curves in 
all the right paces, pretty, kind, lov¬ 
ing, genuine, romantic and avail¬ 
able. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415509 0 

BLACK lady 43, sincere, down to 
earth, fun loving, likes theatre, cin¬ 
ema, meals out, walks, seeking 
white gent with GSOH, sincere 
and down to earth. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415477 0 
JENNY voluptuous blonde tanned 
well-presented female, enjoys 
being and giving pampering, cook¬ 
ing, cosy nights, looking for some 
broadminded excitement. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415399 0 


NICOLETTE 32 petite profession¬ 
al attractive black female looking 
for similar hardworking white male 
who like me loves life and is seri¬ 
ous about finding a LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415545 0 
PAT blonde blue eyed curvy, cud¬ 
dly female, attractive, likes swim¬ 
ming, gardening, holidays, my 
job/home, looking for happiness 
with quiet content grounded male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415533 0 

MANDY 35, petite attractive slim 
female with very GSOH, likes to 
keep fit, meals in/out, WLTM gen¬ 
uine child friendly guy/dad for fun 
times together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415513 0 
JACKIE very pretty leggy well- 
mannered/educated 28yr old 
female, loves nights in/out, sports, 
WLTM sincere male up to 35yrs 
for friendship, hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415377 0 


attractive, nice eyes, good figure, 
GSOH, OHAC, great job, sick of 
never meeting Mr Right, looking 
for someone special. Genuine 
male please. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415187 0 
ALISON 27yr old very bored 
broadminded female with plenty of 
free time on her hands looking for 
some adult fun times. Call me, I 
won’t disappoint. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415177 0 
DEE lonely divorced female, slim, 
bubbly, attractive redhead, loves 
cuddles, looking for a man who 
can restore my faith in love and 
make me laugh. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414961 0 
JACKIE extremely sensual lady 
but for your eyes-only! likes hors¬ 
es, keeping fit, gardening looking 
for genuine love interest and com¬ 
panionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414721 0 
TERI separated single lady, 
blonde, blue eyes, slim, WLTM 
compatible male for genuine 
friendship, meals out, weekends 
away, nights out and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414361 0 
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Men Seeking 

mydate24l 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


MICK 50, seeks attractive female 
for nice times out, genuine calls 
only. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417691 0 

ROAD worker looking for fun 
times and hopefully more. Great 
sense of humour. Laughs a lot. 
Looking for the same in lady. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4753610 
ROCKABILLY guy, seeks rock 
chick, 25-50 who likes 50's rock 
music and bands. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 284750 
MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392212 0 
BRIAN 71, likes meals out, drinks, 
nights in, music, walks, seeks 
female with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417697 0 

ANDY 5ft 5ins, retired, 69, solvent, 
likes most things, meals out, holi¬ 
days, golf, swimming, GSOH, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417821 0 
67YR old male, slim, 5ft 5ins, 
many interests, likes holidays, 
meals out, seeking slim female 55- 
65 with GSOH to share TLC. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414023 

BARRY 47, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female for wining, dining and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:361787 

EASY going male, 48, divorced, 
kids grown up time to meet some¬ 
one new. Enjoy most things and 
will give anything ago. Text only 
Mailbox no: 4646694 


HAPPY go lucky divorced man, 
48, 6ft, well built, seeks gorgeous 
female to share love and laughs 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:383719 

GARY 48, 6ft, well-built, dark hair, 
brown eyes, seeks passionate 
female for fun times in and out. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387175 

49YR old male, 6ft, well built, 
seeks female to wine/dine and 
have fun with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390929 
HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 417015 0 

HAPPY go lucky guy 62, GSOH, 
seeks fun loving lady, 48-65 for 
coastal walks, lunches and fun 
days out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417707 0 
MICK 50, seeks attractive female 
for nice times out, genuine calls 
only. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:417691 0 

MALE, attractive, kind, loyal, gen¬ 
tle, no ties, looking for kind, gentle, 
small lady for friendship and LTR. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 
4711124 

BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 
JACK 47, tall, good-looking, aver¬ 
age build, GSOH, seeks broad¬ 
minded female for discreet no 
strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416867 0 


MIKE 

Canterbury 
mature male, 
seeks single 
mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for 
loving, caring relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415275 0 

BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 0 
CARING man enjoys going out, 
looking for someone to take out 
and have a laugh and to share 
some nights in! Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4736191 
ED, retired Essex guy, astute & 
wise. N/S. no ties, with looks & 
humour seeks younger female 
needing life's mentor/tutor. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4485189 
GENUINE fun sexy healthy guy 
55, with no ties, looking to date 
attractive lady 45/57 for fun 
times and more. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4717147 
GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 0 

KIND, tall, medium build, smart, 
easy going widower, 71 WLM 
Lady 60s early 70s, for easy 
going friendship OHAC. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4641218 
DOVER male 54 seeks female 
for friendship, conversation and 
maybe more. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4682630 
STU 52, looking for a sincere 
women to share the long winter 
nights with. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4609904 
KEEN cyclist 58, non competi¬ 
tive, seeks similar female for sea 
wall, countryside ride, walking 
etc for fun, laughs and whatever. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413337 

FEMALE pillion passenger 
sought for motorcycle rides / 
adventures and anything else 
good/bad. Any age/status, 59yr 
old male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416827 0 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 
58yrs old, fit male, seeks female 
for laughs and love and whatev¬ 
er. NE Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411725 
48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380789 
LOCAL Sevenoaks man, seeks 
local lady for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417127 0 
VINCENT 48, 6ft, well built, 
seeks lady for fun nights in and 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:377397 

KEEN cyclist 58, non competi¬ 
tive, seeks similar female for sea 
wall, countryside ride, walking 
etc for fun, laughs and whatever. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:413337 



wishes to 


female of 
similar 
age for 
fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415923 

PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, 
outdoors, seeks similar female 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416421 0 
HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 417015 0 
BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412717 
GRAHAM tall, semi retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

415463 0 

MALE blond hair, blue eyes, 
seeking female with GSOH, 45- 

60. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416445 0 


FEMALE 

pillion passen¬ 
ger sought for 
motorcycle rides / 
adventures and anything 
else good/bad. Any age/sta¬ 
tus, 59yrold male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416827 0 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 
58yrs old, fit male, seeks female 
for laughs and love and whatever. 
NE Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411725 

FEMININE sensual female, slim- 
medium build wanted by slim, kind 
male for daytime meets, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414809 0 
JON seeking female for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416771 0 



TALL male, likes meals out, 
seeking female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416899 
MALE 46, wishes to meet 
female of similar age for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415923 0 

JACK 47, tall, good-looking, 
average build, GSOH, seeks 
broadminded female for discreet 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416867 0 
ASHFORD male, 66, GSOH, 
easy going, smoker, down to 
earth, adventurous, seeks like- 
minded female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416845 0 
MALE 70's, fit, looking for lady 
to share life with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416663 0 


MAIDSTONE bi male, clean¬ 
shaven, N/S, seeks similar bi 
male, N/S for meetings. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416737 
GAY male 54 years old, seeks gay 
male 40 to 42 years old for 121 
long lasting relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4732986 
BI male, slim, passive, seeks 
older bi M, 75- 90, for gentle fun 
and friendship. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4398888 
PASSIVE male, 60, overweight 
seeks assertive male for daytime 
fun, cannot accommodate. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4321273 


Follow us 

on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer's permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national data¬ 
base and from our pdc app. 
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How to create ^he perfect heart of your home 



Sheds 
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grass cuttings 


hedge trimmings 


prunings and small branches 


dead plants 


recycle 

■for AchforH ASHFORD 

IUI Mb I 1 I U I U BOROUGH COUNCH 


Sign up now at www.ashford.gov.uk/gardenrecycling 
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From garden clear out or house 
renovation to on-site new build 
or developments... 
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For opening times 

Gardens open on the following dates 
plus Bank Holidays 


0 D 


OB. 


Email enquiries@goodnestoneparkgardens .co.uk 

or caU 01304 840107 



Kent Skips Limited 

A professional family run business 
based near Deal, providing fast, 
reliable and affordable skip hire 
in Kent. 

01304 689698 

Richborough Hall, Ramsgate Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9NW 


Wellersi 


Auctioneers & Valuers •<§ 

www.wellersauctions.com 


"A Collection of Architectural Antiques, 
Period Garden Features and Reclaimed Artefacts 
to be auctioned mainly unreserved" 




Scan 
to view 
the catalogue 
and 

bid online at 
www.the-saleroom.com 



JL j-'faatfc 


Saturday 20 June at 10.00am 


Venue Address: 

West Lymden Farm 
Lymden Lane, Stonegate 
East Sussex, TN5 7EF 
01580 201258 



http://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/wellers-auctioneers/catalogue-id-ibwe11625 
http://www.wellersauctions.eom/new_website/flipcat/RS200615/# I http://authentic-reclamation.co.uk/auction/ 
Enquiries: Viewing: Catalogue available at: 

07966 437099 Sat 13 June 9am - 5pm wellersauctions.com 

luke@wellersauctions.com Mon 15 - Fri 19 June 9am - 5pm or 

Sale day Gates Open at 8am the-saleroom.com 


uthentic 
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Homes A Gardens 



SLEEK: A new kitchen can revitalise the home 

Our kitchen makeover tips 


WHEN IT comes to fitting a new 
kitchen, you can of course, design it 
yourself. 

However, expert advice is hard to 
beat. 

A good kitchen designer will prob¬ 
ably think of things you haven’t, and 
should know their products inside 
out. 

Some outlets will design your 
kitchen free of charge and give you 
access toa planning tool so you can 
have a go yourself. 

When it comes to thinking about 
how you want your new kitchen to 
be, it can be overwhelming. 

Working out what you do and don’t 
like about your current kitchen, and 
what you do and don’t want from 
your new one, is a good place to start. 

If you’re having an extension built 
to accommodate the kitchen, decid¬ 
ing how to divide up the space into 
cooking, dining and living areas 
should be done before designing the 
kitchen itself. 

It’s a good idea to wait until the 
shell of the extension is up because 
seeing it may change how you want 
to use the space. 

Waiting for the kitchen to be deliv¬ 
ered can take longer than you think. 
Some kitchens take weeks, or even 
months, to arrive, which can seem 
like an eternity if you’re managing 
without one. 

And don’t forget to find a good 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 
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WORKMANSHIP: The right fitter will make the most of your new kitchen 


kitchen fitter in advance and let them 
know when the kitchen is due to ar¬ 
rive to avoid unnecessary delays. 

Recent research from B&O, which 
coincided with its Homefit installa¬ 
tion service (www.diy.com/diy/ 
homefit) being endorsed by the 
Which? Trusted Traders scheme, re¬ 
vealed that we spend more time 
choosing the colour of our kitchen 
than finding the right person to fit it. 

The fitter will be a crucial element 
- you don’t want to choose badly, then 
spend several years or more getting 
annoyed with wonky fittings, or work 
surfaces that haven’t been fitted 
properly. 

Surfaces are a key part - both visu¬ 
al and practical - of the kitchen. 


Wooden surface tops are becoming 
more popular. 

If you’ve opted for wooden work¬ 
tops, leave enough time to oil them 
thoroughly before installation to pro¬ 
tect them from marks and warping. 

The worktops must be stored and 
oiled flat, so they do take up a lot of 
room. Once they’re fitted, remember 
to oil any cutouts, especially the one 
for the sink, and keep oiling the work¬ 
tops in situ - once a day for a week, 
once a week for a month and once a 
month for a year, a builder told me re¬ 
cently. 

The worktops need to be oiled on all 
sides, but especially the top, and it’s 
essential to use a good wood oil. The 
Sadolin oil takes a while to soak in - 



WOOD : Special care should be made of wooden surfaces and fixtures 
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Homes ft Gardens 

The scent-sational blooms 



BEAUTIFUL: 

some blooms are 
not just a treat for 
the eyes, but for 
the nose as well. 
You can create a 
wonderful patch 
of fragrance, by 
blending differ¬ 
ent plants. This 
will also give a 
lovely traditional 
country garden 
look to your 
flower beds. 


STEPPING out onto the patio to be en¬ 
gulfed in waves of different fra¬ 
grances is one of the most glorious 
sensations of summer. 

Of course, there are the obvious 
candidates among the annuals - pots 
of night-scented stocks, traditional 
nicotiana (tobacco plants), vanilla- 
scented heliotrope with its violet or 
white blooms, blue-vein surfinia and 
night phlox. 

For tall accents, plant old-fash¬ 
ioned highly scented varieties of 
sweet pea, Lathyrus odoratus, in a 
deep pot to climb a wigwam of bam¬ 
boo canes and provide fantastic 
scented blooms for cut flowers, so you 
can have fragrance inside and out. 

You need to cut sweet pea flowers 
regularly to keep them coming, or 
they will just set seed, which tells the 
plant the flowering period’s over. 

All can be planted in pots to waft 
their delicious aromas around the patio 
for you and your guests to inhale, but if 
you have beds or borders close by, you 
can also make the most of those with 
more permanent plantings. 

Make a low border out of dwarf lav¬ 
enders such as ‘Munstead’, whose 
purple flowers will be a magnet to 
bees and will keep narrow beds look¬ 
ing neat. They’re easy to maintain 
and should flower throughout sum¬ 
mer. Just prune them after flowering 
to keep them tidy, but don’t cut back 
into old wood or they won’t recover. 

Among my favourite shrubs is 
mock orange (Philadelphus), which, 


although not a classic climber, will 
grow up against trellis and fences, 
producing delicate white flowers in 
early summer which should fill even 
a large garden with fragrance. 

This deciduous shrub looks lovely 
in the border, used in groups as 
screening or simply as a stand-alone 
specimen plant. It even makes excel¬ 
lent cut flowers indoors. 


Roses can also add scent to a patio, 
although if you want to put them in a 
pot, make it a big one, as their roots 
like to spread out. Alternatively, plant 
roses in a bed near the patio. You 
can’t go far wrong with David Austin 
English Roses such as the deep pink 
Gertrude Jekyll, or try a new pure 
white variety, Desdemona. 

Honeysuckle and jasmine can also 


be grown to climb up trellis or create 
colour and fragrance trained on per¬ 
golas and arbours or around garden 
seating areas. 

When planting, consider where 
you are going to put your scented 
specimens. It’s no use planting a rose 
at the end of your garden if the only 
time you’re ever going to sniff it is 
when you’re weeding that area. 


Take into account where you’re 
likely to be seated at particular times 
of day too, and consider plant height. 
It may be that simply securing a cou¬ 
ple of pots at nose height on your out¬ 
side wall, filled with aromatic plants, 
works best. Fragrant bulbs, such as 
lilies, freesias and some begonias in¬ 
cluding Begonia ‘Fragrant Falls Im¬ 
proved’, can also be grown in pots. 



STEVE’S CARPETS LTD I 

fclkk ooeY Z3 i^ays e>cperi Lvtct 


Steve's Carpets is a carpet and flooring 
retail outlet offering floor covering to suit 
all budgets, with a reliable and friendly 
service. 

• FREE QUOTATIONS • AMPLE PARKING 

• COMPETITIVE PRICES 


Our new showroom is located near Dartford, Kent 

116 London Road, Greenhithe, Dartford, 
Kent DA9 9JX 

01322 387 515 

www.steves-carpets.co.uk 
stevescarpetsl @btconnect.com 



with any of our 150 Horticulture and Royal Horticultural Society 
online courses including: ' ' 

RHS | Crops | General Horticulture | Herbs | Home Gardens | 
Hydroponics I Landscaping k Nursery & Propagation 
Permaculture | Plant Varieties ]'Trees | Turf 

'*L * 


ACHIEVE, CHANGE, LEARN 


Take control of your future with one of ourvgMu^or m droffi 
accredited homestudy course: Learn with the assistanceof ay 
ndl$ qualified tutor, from anywhere anytime at your own pace. 
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Grow yourself 
a little taste of 
summer sun 


in your 


IMAGINE stepping out on to your pa¬ 
tio to pick fresh herbs for your cook¬ 
ing - from fragrant basil to accompa¬ 
ny ripe tomatoes and mozzarella, 
coriander to sprinkle on spicy curries 
and salads, mint to add to your 
Pimm’s or rosemary to sprinkle over 
lamb chops on the barbecue. Sounds 
idyllic doesn’t it? 

Fresh herbs are such a staple in to¬ 
day’s kitchens, yet the shop-bought ones 
so often end up wilting on the window¬ 
sill before you’ve had time to use them. 

If you are planning a herb garden 
or a group of herbs in pots, place them 
near the kitchen where they are easi¬ 
ly accessible. A small collection can 
be planted in a cartwheel pattern, or 
even in a planter with separate pock¬ 
ets, each segment planted with a dif¬ 
ferent herb. 

On a larger scale, a bed can be di¬ 
vided into segments, each for a differ¬ 
ent herb, fringed with a dwarf hedge 


home 


such as lavender to define the edges. 

When planting a border of herbs, 
place the tallest at the back so they 
don’t shade out the smaller ones. An¬ 
gelica grows up to 2m (6ft) and will 
self-seed freely. Mint and lemon balm 
are invasive so should be planted in 
pots or buckets in the ground so their 
roots are confined and don’t swamp 
other less vigorous plants. 

Groups of symmetrically arranged 
raised beds provide an easy and at¬ 
tractive way to cultivate a wide range 
of herbs without having to tread on 
soil, plus you can cater for the soil and 
watering needs of different herbs. 

You can just as easily grow pots of 
herbs on your patio or in a window- 
box in the right situation and with 
the right soil. 

Most herbs used for cooking and for 
their fragrance are natives of the 
Mediterranean and do best in warm 
sunny conditions in well-drained 



DELICIOUS: It is easy to grow your own herbs 


soil, with added grit. Those in con¬ 
tainers may need daily watering in 
hot weather but some, such as basil, 
will resent going to bed at night with 
wet leaves or sodden compost, so wa¬ 
ter in the morning before they are in 
direct sunlight. 

Many herbs don’t like rich, moisture- 
retentive growing conditions, so you’ll 
need to give them what they need. Cori¬ 


ander doesn’t like being crowded and 
won’t thrive in cool conditions, parsley 
is greedy and requires a rich, moisture- 
retentive soil, while thyme prefers poor, 
very well-drained soil. 

Basil likes warmth and shelter but 
won’t do well in searing sun, so grow 
it in pots of soilless potting compost in 
semi shade. 

Remove the flowers from shortlived 


leafy herbs such as chervil and basil to 
keep them growing longer and from 
coriander and dill if you don’t want 
seeds but would rather have the leaves. 

Before too long, you should be able 
to pick aromatic, flavoursome herbs 
from your garden rather than 
veering towards the wilting leaves of 
the shop-bought ones on your 
windowsill. 



- Unrivalled customer care - Bespoke installation service - 
- Build a cinema with Home Media - 
- Headphones up to £1,600 on demonstration - 
- Comprehensive range of turntables and 
streaming products in-store - 

BRANDS STOCKED INCLUDE: 

Audeze, Chord Company, Chord Electronics, Clearaudio, Dynaudio, Fiio, Grado, IsoTek, KEF, 
Leema Acoustics, Melco, Michell Engineering, Musical Fidelity, Naim Audio, PMC, ProAc, Quad, 
Rega, REL Acoustics, Sonos, Spendor; Tellurium Q,Van Den Hul & Yamaha. 

- Hwdnedia - 

24-26 Union Street, Maidstone, ME 14 I ED 

01622 676703 

www.homemedialimited.co.ukwww.homemedia-installations.co.uk 



Mid Kent Flooring 

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FLOOR COVERINGS 







■ Carpets 

■ Vinyls 

■ Laminate 

■ Solid Wood 

■ Artificial Grass 

■ Karndean 

■ Wet Rooms 

■ Uplift old 

■ Move furniture 


All work is fully guaranteed 

[mmh [igmimnig 


Unit 2, Mid Kent Shopping Centre, Castle Road, 
Allington, Maidstone, Kent, ME 16 OPU 

01622 761230 


www.midkentflooring.com 
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Homes ft Gardens 


Marble adds touch of glamour 



•/" 


MODERN: No 

longer the pre¬ 
serve of manor 
houses and 
stately homes, 
now more and 
more people are 
finding innova¬ 
tive ways to in¬ 
corporate marble 
into their own 
homes. Even 
with this modern 
twist, the mate¬ 
rial will always 
have that feel of 
old-school quality 
and glamour. 


MARBLE may once have been the 
preserve of swanky homes and muse¬ 
ums and, most notably, India’s Taj 
Mahal, but it’s now on the move and 
appearing in homes in all sorts of 
guises. 

Whether it’s faux effects on wallpa¬ 
per and fabrics or embellishing rooms 
in its natural state, it adds a classic 
touch to any decor, and designers 
have lost their hearts again to this 
gleaming stone with its subtle, 
unique patterns. 

Marble has long been favoured in 
functional areas like halls, kitchens 
and bathrooms, where its handsome 
looks and practicality have always 
made it a savvy choice. 

But now it’s making its way to en¬ 
tertaining areas, like open-plan liv¬ 
ing rooms, too, and bedrooms. Un¬ 
derfloor heating means that floors in 
this material need no longer be cold 
to the toes. 

Marble’s having a fashion moment 
too, as perfectly demonstrated in the 
dramatic fabric of actress Cate Blan- 
chett’s Giles Deacon dress at the 
Cannes Film Festival recently. 

“The marble revival has, literally, 
rather taken people by surprise, but I 
think it’s a sign that we’re in a more 
confident economic era, and are em¬ 
bracing a combination of glitz and 
sleek modern sophistication in the 
home,” says Laurence Llewelyn-Bo- 
wen, interior designer and television 
presenter. 

“After all, we’ve all been closeted in 


our burrows for the last five years, in¬ 
dulging in rich, dark colours, woods 
and general over-indulgent, high-fat 
decoration to make our homes cos¬ 
seting sanctuaries from the harsh 
economic winds outside. 

“But last year saw things start to 
shift to a lighter, altogether more 
streamlined look, and that was cou¬ 
pled with a revival in gold which is 


starting to replace white metals like 
nickel and chrome. 

“Decor’s beginning to feel rather 
sophisticated, and rather early-Six- 
ties, with a dash of James Bond and 
luxe-nightclub style.” 

Marble will feature in Llewelyn- 
Bowen’s new home - a barn conver¬ 
sion in Gloucestershire - which he’s 
currently renovating. “I’m a fan and 


am definitely using the stone in the 
kitchen, and may consider a marbled 
wallpaper for one room. 

“In the past, I used marble-design 
vinyl tiles on a wall, which added a 
brilliant air of grandeur at a fraction 
of the cost of the real thing,” he says. 

After all, even a few carefully-cho¬ 
sen accessories here and there could 
give a space that magic marble touch. 


And while this is a material synony¬ 
mous with luxury, it’s now being 
used for quirky effect too. 

It’s all about using your imagina¬ 
tion to incorporate the material into 
your own favourite styles. 

There are many ways to use the 
look - it no longer has to be a budget- 
busting option, savvy shoppers can 
do the look as well. 


Rosemary Nurseries 

Mansion Road, Margate CT9 4LT ^ 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

Find us between Margate Cemetery and the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. Airport 


Baskets £5.00 to £25.00. - Bedding plants 
£1.80 - £2.00 per pack - Plants for baskets and 
patio pots. Roses in flower - ideal for tubs and 
borders - Shrubs - Trees - Rockery plants - 
climbers. Fruit bushes & trees. 

Support your local growers 

Open every day - Opening times: Mon to Sat 9-5 | Sun 10-4 


Craftsman 

Glassrooms4u.com 



Do you need 
that extra space? 

We have the affordable 
glass room oplion 

Our modular system offers a 
customised glassroom onto a 
reinforced concrete base 
saving us time and you 
money, usually completed in 
just a week 

For your free design and 
quotation cat! us now on 


Expert advice — Frtifessioriaf mstaPaSion 0333 323 2023 



SHOWROOM AVAILABLE TO VIEW 
ALSO HOME DIRECT SERVICE AVAILABLE (We come to you with samples) 

h‘i| HOME DIRECT CARPETS 

Br.'vu.il 


36 Rainham Shopping Centre, Rainham, Kent ME8 7HW : 01634 389342 
www. homedirect-carpets .co.uk 
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Homes A Gardens 


CREATIVE: Sheds have moved on from their dowdy image 

The perfect 
retreat - in 
your garden 


TAKE your dreams off hold if you’re yearning 
for a quiet retreat or private space to enjoy that 
all too elusive ‘me time’, because it’s probably 
already there - at the end of your garden. 

Turning your attention to the modest shed 
- surely wasted on spiders, a lawnmower and a 
clutter of discarded possessions - could pay 
dividends, providing that longed-for sanctuary. 

If you’re still unconvinced of that shabby- 
shack’s potential, there’s plenty to inspire in 
the finalists in the annual Cuprinol Shed Of 
The Year competition. 

Entries range from the quirky to the capti¬ 
vating, and include a beach hut built from de¬ 
bris washed up in a tidal surge, a cabin on 
wheels, an Art Deco-style retro diner and a 
Hobbit-style garden house. 

“Since launching the competition nine years 
ago, I’ve certainly seen a trend towards people 
viewing their shed as an extension of their 
home,” says Andrew Wilcox, founder of the con¬ 
test, which will also feature in Channel Four’s 
Amazing Spaces series later this summer. 

“Our brilliant winners in the past have in¬ 
cluded a Roman Temple shed, a pirate shed 
and sheds with a pub or music theme. There’s 
literally no limit to what people can create,” 

Another source of inspiration is a must- 
have guide for aspiring sheddies, Shed Decor: 
How To Decorate And Furnish Your Favourite 
Garden Room. The book’s author, Sally 


Coulthard, confirms the growing trend to rec¬ 
ognise the value of sheds, or their more expen¬ 
sive alternatives - summer houses, garden 
rooms and home offices. 

“In the last few years, sheds have gone from 
being a niche interest dominated by enthusi¬ 
asts to structures which are now viewed as a 
real asset to a property. The trend reflects the 
fact we’re more likely to stay and improve our 
homes, rather than move, and we’re looking to 
make the best of every inch of space,” she says. 

“After all, where else can you carve out a 
space that’s completely and utterly your own, 
decorate it as you please and lock yourself 
away for hours relaxing or enjoying a hobby? ” 

Those already wooed by sheds - 21 million 
of us own them - will spend up to a year of 
their lives in them and splash out hundreds of 
pounds doing them up. 

Whatever your budget, Coulthard says a 
shed’s importance can’t be over-emphasised. 

“There’s something really important about 
creating a space in your life where you can be 
yourself. So many of our waking hours are 
spent doing things for other people - working, 
commuting and domestic chores. 

“That’s not to say we don’t enjoy the chaos 
and routine of daily life, but it’s also crucial to 
save something for ourselves. Sheds give us 
the freedom and permission to do something 
that’s life-affirming, creative or just good fun.” 



TIMBER 

Timber Mershmla, liiwttt 4 SewnJkrs 


Top Quality Hardwood 
& Softwood decking at 
wholesale prices 

All decking available in a range of lengths 
145 x 27mm decking from £1.65 + VAT per metre 

Free local delivery on orders over £150 


NEW! Lunawood pre-oiled decking 

Lunawood is durable and stable 
with a lustrous brown colour 


Morgan Timber, Knight Road, Strood, Kent ME2 2AH 

Tel 01634 290909 www.morgantimber.co.uk 


Orchard Fencing ltd 



Huge Stock - Low Prices 


Catford 
020 8698 4064 
Ardoch Road, 
Catford, 
London 
SE6 1SZ 


Erith 01322 347799 
Landau Way, 
Darent Park 
Industrial Estate, 
Wallhouse Road, 
Erith, Kent DA8 2LF 


Welling 
020 88556961 
Stephenson Close, 
Welling, 

Kent DAI 6 3AT 


info@orchardfencing.co.uk www.orchardfencing.co.uk 
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Homes ft Gardens 

The case for conservatories 


CONSERVATORIES can be sitting 
rooms, playrooms, dining rooms, 
dens or even home offices, as long as 
they’re properly equipped for ex¬ 
tremes of temperature. 

The problem often is that when it’s 
hot, they’re boiling, and when it’s 
cold, they’re freezing, but it is possible 
to make them suitable for all seasons. 

Some conservatories have low 
brick walls with glazing above, but if 
you’d prefer a garden room to a con¬ 
servatory, you can have more brick 
walls and perhaps a tiled or semi-tiled 
roof, which makes it easier to insulate 
and add radiators. 

Conservatories are usually at the 
back of the house, but if there’s a sun¬ 
ny spot at the side, you may prefer to 
put yours there. 

Its position can make a big differ¬ 
ence to how usable it is, so consider 
how the sun moves across the garden 
during the day. 

An east-facing conservatory will 
only get morning sun, while a west¬ 
facing one will be cooler in the morn¬ 
ing and hotter towards the end of the 
day. 

Conservatories that face north 
should get angled sun first and last 
thing so won’t overheat on hot days, 
but they can be really cold. 

A south-facing conservatory 
makes the best sun trap and will get 
extremely warm on a hot day. 

It is, of course, a shame to spend all 
that money on a conservatory and 
only be able to use it when the weath- 
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VERSATILE: 

You can use a 
conservatory 
as any type of 
room - depend¬ 
ing on the decor 
and heating 
system. Many 
people find it is 
the easiest way to 
add space to their 
home, without 
the complicated 
and costly need 
to build upwards 
and the founda¬ 
tion work that 
entails. It also 
gives the option 
of enjoying the 
garden without 
being exposed to 
the elements. 


er allows, so efficient heating and 
cooling systems are a must to make 
the most of your investment. 

Portable heaters aren’t a good long¬ 
term measure and while extending 
the central heating system into the 
conservatory may not be cheap, pow¬ 
erful radiators are one way to counter 
all that glass when it’s cold. 

Electric underfloor heating can be 


a great solution, as it provides a nice 
warm floor with an even warmth 
that radiates upwards. 

It’s also ideal if there’s little or no 
room for radiators. 

Blinds help to insulate a conserva¬ 
tory in winter, as well as keeping it 
cool in summer. 

They also provide privacy, reduce 
glare and prevent soft furnishings 


from fading in the sun. 

Like anything, there are different 
styles of conservatory, from more or¬ 
nate period-style ones to plainer, 
more contemporary ones. UP VC con¬ 
servatories are typically white or 
wood effect - they’re affordable and 
require little maintenance. 

Conservatories made of aluminium 
are really strong, durable and versa¬ 


tile, but expensive. 

Wooden conservatories are costly, 
too, and require more maintenance 
than UPVC and aluminium, but they 
are natural and environmentally 
friendly (as long as the wood is sus¬ 
tainably sourced). 

The best conservatory is one that 
matches the period and style of your 
home so it doesn’t look out of place. 


Tv23 SERVICES 



to landfill 



Skip Hire made easy. 

4,6,8 & 12yd skips. Book, pay for and manage 
your order from us online 24/7 

or call 01304 626364 


Q 01304 626364 Qenquiries@tw-services.co.uk [J/twservices @tw_services 
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20 June at 10.00am 

VENUE ADDRESS 

Authentic Reclamation 
West Lymden Farm, Lymden Lane, 
Stonegate, East Sussex, TN5 7EF 

www.wellersauctions.com 

http://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/ 
wellers-auctioneers/catalogue-id-ibwel 1625 
http://www.wellersauctions.com/new_website/flipcat/ 
RS200615/# 

http://authentic-reclamation.co.uk/auction/ 


Wellers 


© 


lit hemic 



DIRTY CARPETS? 
HALF PRICE 

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

07875525206 

We cover the whole of Kent 

www.witchcleaning.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms, 
FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 

. 07889 895394 

+— -fe 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


Electricians 

Able Cable 

Freephone: 0800 9078502 
Main Office: 01634 863350 
Technical Support: 07766 462874 
Swale: 01795 570048 
Maidstone: 01622 260405 
Gravesend: 01474 730093 
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FITTED KITCHENS 


GARDENS 


GARDENS 


INSURANCE 


KITCHEN 


CANDY shepherd, 

""designer ltd 

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 


iJSS&E 


Fair Trader 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 




millards 

Insurance 

for all your insurance needs 


High-Value Home Insurance 
Executive, Prestigious & Listed Buidin< 


Buildings & Contents 
Worldwide Accidental Damage 
Fine Art, Antiques & Jewellery 
Garden Cover 
Legal Advice Service 
Home Emergency Cover 
Specialised cover with a personal service 


5 Market Street, Sandwich CT13 9DA 1:01304 613072 
12 Broad Street, Deal CT146ER T: 01304 362199 
E: mail@millardsinsurance.co.uk 

www.millardsinsurance.co.uk 


PAVING 


OUR WORK SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 


We offer a full service including 
advice on planning, hard landscaping 
designs and no obligation quotations 
within 24 hours of enquiry. 

So choose Terswin Paving for your 
next Landscaping project. 

Tel: 01797 344266 or 07836 298020 
Email: enquiries@terswinpaving.com 
Web: www.terswinpaving.com 


REMOVALS 


REMOVALS 


|Ty 


Castles 


> Removals • Storage 
» Shipping • Self-storage units 


- 4 



v - SECURITY 
SHREDDING 

SERVICE t . 

Prevent fraud and 1 

securely destroy ... 




utility bills • credit card statements 
bank statements • old credit cards 
cheque book stubs • back-up cds 

Shredders to Private and 
Commercial Customers 


www.castlesremovals.co.uk 01304 373251 
Deal Business Park, Southwall Road, Deal CT14 9PZ 



No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service! 

Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



Eagle Sheds 

Visit our factory and see our display of over 40 garden 
buildings. Manufactures of Sheds, Cabins, Summerhouses 
and much more. All made to order. 



Ca U k. o0o {or A -free ^Bro ckun 

Base laying service, assistance with! 
planning applications when required, 
full after sales service - repairs, 
removals + extension - we will help. 


Ramsgate Road, Sandwich, CT13 9ND 

01304 612 258 

www.eaglesheds.co.uk 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED payment on complete satisfaction 

MANUFACTURERS & INSTALLERS OF 

• WINDOWS • DOORS • CONSERVATORIES • PORCHES • ORANGERIES 
• COMPOSITE & FOLDING DOORS • VELUX & VERTICAL SLIDING SASH WINDOWS 
FASCIA, SOFFIT & GUTTERING REPLACEMENT • CONSERVATORY ROOF REPLACEMENT 
• ALL IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS • REPAIR & LOCKSMITH SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FACTORY VISIT WELCOME! 

Ifi j tH For a FREE quotation please call: 01795 661616 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





N OT only did Volvo confound 

premium rivals in 2002 with the 
XC90, but the car’s brilliance 
ensured survival for 12 years - a 
long time on the car market. 

A tough act to follow then, but its replacement 
is up to the task. 

Retaining the seven-seat format that got the 
original off to flying sales, the new Mk2 
(£45,750) is squarer, delivering a genuinely 
roomy third row of seats catering for adults up to 
five feet seven. 

Folding all five rear seats - fully flat, unlike 
some SUVs - also creates a capacious load area of 
1,899 litres, so the big Swede can be both luxury 
motor and workhorse. 

This versatility is enhanced by thinner seat 
cushions that still manage to surpass the 
benchmark comfort of the old car and crown an 
aura of quality throughout; no wonder Volvo 
expects half of UK customers to opt for entry level 
Momentum trim and its generous standard spec 
- it’s all the luxury most will need. 

The rest will go for luxury Inscription trim (20 
per cent) or sporty R-Design (30) look coming 
later. 

All UK versions have futuristic ‘Thor’s 
Hammer’ headlights, setting the tone for 
clean-cut lines, but the XC90 stands out as much 
for what’s beneath the bodywork: the car is a 
pioneer for how Volvo wants to build a whole 


ew 


olvo - out to hammer rivals 

FIRST DRIVE: It’s no In yer face’ SUV/4x4, but one for 
those with a family who want to travel in style... 


new generation of cars. 

The car’s underpinnings can be scaled up or 
down for spin-off models and, typically, 
incorporates the latest safety kit including two 
world firsts. 

The car also has only two-litre, four-cylinder 
engines, but the different variants offer many 


options to buyers through turbo and super¬ 
charging, while a hybrid version will be 
available later. 

Road manners are excellent: I drove the car 
in the Yorkshire Dales where it felt nimble and 
comfortable with just a hint of lean on the 
bends. 
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Mitsubishi's ASX is bargain crossover 

The Japanese marque really hit the target when it turned from big 4x4s to 

producing a stylish and economical crossover writes Steve Loader... Auto 4x4 kx4 



F OR so long Mitsubishi 
seemed stuck in a time 
warp, building gas guzzlers 
for an era that crashed 
spectacularly in the 
Noughties recession. 

Suddenly, from trading here on its 
4x4 muscle - the legendary Shogun 
off-roader and chunky L200 pick-up 
for Marlboro Man wannabes - the 
Japanese marque had to impress 
with more economical motors. 

The best of that new breed is the 
ASX - short for Active Sporting 
Crossover - an all-new model that 
arrived in 2010 for the crossover 
sector opened by the Nissan Oashqai. 

Similarly styled to the Nissan, the 
front-wheel drive or all-wheel drive 
ASX is also great value (from £15,184). 

That buys a (115bhp) 1.6-litre and 
five-speed petrol powertrain, which 
looks attractive on paper with an 
average mpg in the late 40s, 
acceleration only marginally inferior 
to the diesel equivalent and similar 
C02 emissions (139g/km versus 
131g/km) - how often do you read 
that last part? 

But it’s noisy when worked hard - a 
regular requirement low down the 
rev range - and higher mileage driv¬ 
ers might feel it’s worth paying extra 


for the two diesels (from £18,935): a 
116bhp 1.8-litre/six-speed manual 
powertrain ora 148bhp 2.2, available 
only as a AWD with five-speed auto. 

Both ‘oil burners’ are refined and 
while the 1.8 appeals for its pricing 
and economy, the 2.2 model tested 
here feels like the complete package 


with lots of power on tap as required, 
especially if you really do want to 
venture off the beaten track a little. 

No matter which engine or 
gearbox you go for though, Mitsubi¬ 
shi signalled its desire to get into step 
with tougher times by giving all 
models an intelligent Auto Stop & 



Go’ system, to automatically cut and 
restart the engine when traffic is 
crawling or the car is stuck at the 
lights. An ‘intelligent’ alternator also 
recharges the battery mainly during 
freewheel so that there is less drain 
on the engine and fuel. 

Exterior styling is sharper than 


Price: 

from ££24,795 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Suzuki SX4 S-Cross 


most in the crossover sector, but the 
cabin is functional rather than 
innovative, with finishes smart and 
durable rather than stylish. 

But the car is competitively priced, 
generously specc’d and especially 
roomy for three adults in the back. 
Those needing yet more room should 
check out Mitsi’s bigger Outlander 
(from £23,884) - also available as a 
plug-in petrol-electric (PHEV) 
variant which has been a huge seller. 

Boot space in the ASX is generous 
too - best in class - with a large 
hidden compartment beneath the 
floor and a ‘ski-hatch’ behind the 
rear armrest - ideal for those long 
pieces of timber from the DIY store. 

Ride quality is rather more on the 
comfort side which makes for good 
long distance performance, yet the 
car is still well-controlled on bends. 



Introducing the all-new Volvo XC90 
Made by Sweden 


It's our most exclusive car ever. 
A seven seater SUV with all the 
best from Volvo. First class 
comfort for everyone in the car 
and a world class safety level. 


FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE 
NEW XC90 AT WWW.LIPSCOMB.CO.UK 
OR VISIT LIPSCOMB VOLVO 


Lipscomb Volvo 


Lipscomb Canterbury 
CT4 7HH 
01227 208517 


Lipscomb Maidstone 
ME20 7XA 
01622 238397 


Lipscomb Ashford (Service Centre) 
TN23 3HZ 
01233 223080 


www.lipscomb.co.uk 


www.lipscomb.co.uk 


www.lipscomb.co.uk 


Official fuel consumption for the all-new Volvo XC90 in MPG (1/100km) ranges from: Urban 28.8(9.8) - 45.6(6.2), Extra Urban 40.4(7.9) - 52.3(5.4), Combined 35.3(8.0) -134.5(2.1). 

C0 2 Emissions 186 - 49g/km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 .ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


#ABTA 







Free Drinks 


£10pp deposit 


C ar Ferry include d 
Over 40s only 


15 June £119pp : 19 June £89pp 

22 June £119pp j 

6 July £139pp j 3 July £109pp 

13 July £139pp j 17 July £109pd 

20 July £139pp j 

3 Aug £139pp : 7 Aug £109pp 

10 Aug £139pp j 14 Aug £109pp 


£139pp 


Original 70s band Brotherhood of Man 


Pontins Pakeiel 


Free Drinks 
£10pp deposit 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 


Christmas Cracker Party through the Decades 

20 November, 2015-3 nights half board-plus, £l29pp • Quote: CC11 -KOS 

Join us for an over 40s Christmas party weekend to remember as we re-wind the decades and go 
back to the 60s, 70s and 80s at Pontins Pakefield, by the sea near Lowestoft, Suffolk. Enjoy live 
music from original 70s band Brotherhood of Man, 60s rockers The Swinging Blue Jeans and the 
new touring show Whitney - Queen of The Night. Add 3 Free Drinks per person per night and 
you've got the perfect recipe for a great party weekend. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite 
chalet - upgrade available • Towels & linen 


Warner Norton Grange 


May-August, 2015 • 3 or 4 nights half board, from £89pp • Quote: GB-KOS 


August, 2015-3 nights half board, £l 79pp • Quote: BE-KOS 


The Grand Burstin Hotel is set in a prime position overlooking Folkestone Harbour. It is renowned as 
one of the UK's top entertainment hotels, so you can relax, dine in style and be entertained all under 
one roof. Cabaret shows are performed every evening - fantastic entertainment for all ages! The 
Spindles Health Club has an indoor heated Swimming pool, sauna and a state of the art gym (£4 
per session payable on site). 

INCLUDED: 3 or 4 nights sharing a twin/double-bedded en suite room • Breakfast and dinner 
each day • Entertainment every night • Free wifi 


Set in 40 acres of stunning parkland on the edge of historic Windsor, Beaumont Estate is a majestic 
hotel. There's a vast range of attractions nearby including Windsor Great Park, Legoland, Thorpe Park, 
Windsor Castle and Windsor Racecourse. The bedrooms are charming, cosy, and thoughtfully 
furnished to create a relaxing environment after a long day of exploration. All have en-suite facilities 
and feature wireless high-speed Internet access and flat-screen HD TVs. 

INCLUDED: 3 nights sharing a standard twin/double-bedded en suite room • Breakfast and 
dinner each day • Free wifi 


Enjoy a great value, relaxing summer break at Bosworth Hall Hotel, set in 11 acres of landscaped gardens 
in the village of Market Bosworth near Leicester. The hotel has a leisure club with an indoor pool, gym, 
tennis courts, bike hire and more - extra charge applies. There's plenty to see and do within a short drive 
of Market Bosworth; Twycross Zoo, West Midlands Safari Park and Drayton Manor Park are close by. 
INCLUDED: 4 nights stay at Bosworth Hall Hotel sharing a twin/double bedded room with en-suite 
facilities • 4 dinners and 4 breakfasts 


Extend your New Year celebrations at Bosworth Hall Hotel, in the village of Market Bosworth near 
Leicester. Our popular private party weekends have become a must-do annual event with guests 
returning year after year. We've arranged a super entertainment line-up for our Party Break, including 
tributes to Frankie Valli,The Eagles and Kenny & Dolly. You will also enjoy 2-for-1 drinks both nights. 
INCLUDED: 2-for-1 drinks from 7pm to 11 pm both nights • 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with 
TV & tea/coffee tray • 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts • Full programme of live entertainment both nights • Free 
use of leisure facilities (indoor pool & gym) 


You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 


Join us for a private party that extends the New Year festivities and takes us on a trip down memory lane at 
Warner Bembridge on the Isle of Wight. Our over 40s weekend break includes a gala New Year's Eve party - 
complete with countdown to midnight and Free Drinks every night. The entertainment line-up features 60s 
Bands The Fourmost and Union Gap, plus a tribute to Dusty Springfield with Maxine Mazumder. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • Live nightly entertainment • 3 nights en-suite 
chalet - hotel upgrades available • Return car ferry 


Fans of Strictly Come Dancing and dance enthusiasts can add dance tuition, dance 
cabaret, social dancing, a Gala Ball and much more to this special weekend at 
Bembridge. Richard Still and Morgan Hemphill, 6Times UKTen Dance Champions, will 
demonstrate for us on the Friday and Saturday evenings and provide a mini Latin 
workshop on Saturday afternoon. With a huge 8,860 sq ft dance floor and reserved 
tables and seating exclusively for a maximum of 200 dance guests, comfort and space 
are guaranteed. Tuition - up to 8 hours - is courtesy of Philip Wylie of Ballroom & Latin 
Dance specialists Holiday & Dance. 


Best of the 60s & 70s Christmas Party 

27 November, 2015-3 nights half board-plus, from £239pp • Quote: XN11 -KOS 

Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, and a super location make Warner's Norton Grange resort, at 
Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight, our most popular Christmas Party venue. This Christmas we're 
featuring music from the 60s and 70s including Edison Lighthouse (Love Grows where my 
Rosemary goes) plus tributes to Dusty Springfield and Tom Jones and lots of festive and nostalgic 
fun. There's also a Free Bar from 6pm to midnight every night. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • Live nightly 
entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrades available • Return car ferry 


Bosworth Hall Hotel, Leicestershire 

July - August, 2015-4 nights half board, £l 39pp • Quote: BS-KOS 


Carry on New Year Party at Bosworth Hall 

29 January, 2016-2 nights half board-plus, £l 19pp • Quote: BW1 -KOS 


Back to the 60s Carry on New Year Party 

8January,2016-3 nights halfboard-plus, from £229pp • Quote: BP1-2-KOS 


Optional Come Dancing Party Package 


Just £50pp extra • Quote: BP1 -3-KOS 


Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone 


3 NIGHTS 


4 NIGHTS 

MON-FRI 


31 Aug 


4-star Beaumont Estate, Windsor 
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Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School, a ‘special’ school and a ‘special’ place to work. 

We are currently looking for a 

Speech and Language Therapist 

to join and enhance our high calibre team on a maternity cover 
contract commencing September 2015 

Medway Scale, Grade B2 - £27,924 to £35,662 pro rata 
(term time only - part time or full time hours may be considered) 
Abbey Court School is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Primary) and Strood 
(Secondary and Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 
with severe learning difficulties. We are looking for an enthusiastic and 
effective Speech and Language Therapist, with a professional, flexible 
approach and a good sense of humour. In essence, somebody with an 
interest in an educational setting and who would like to work in a school 
committed to enabling pupils to reach their full potential. 
Experience and dysphagia training desirable. 

Candidates should hold a relevant Speech and Language 
Therapy degree/qualification. Benefits include: Local Authority 
pension scheme, induction training, performance management 
programme and Continuous Professional Development. 

Visits to the school are welcomed. 

This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to 
share this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a 
satisfactory Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court 
School, continuity and consistency of support is paramount, 
and therefore candidates for all positions will need to commit to the 
full working hours of the post. 

For an application pack, or to make an appointment to visit, please 
telephone (stating the role for which you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede 
Court Road, Strood, Kent ME2 3SP 
(01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will not be accepted 

Closing date: 19th June 2015 


Post: fajjfx-ZT? r ’ 4‘ T‘ inn 



Chaucer College Canterbury 

Chaucer College Canterbury 

HOMESTAY FAMILIES WANTED 

EXCELLENT RATES OF PAY 

Up to £155 per student per week 
during Peak Season 

This Japanese College on University Road, 
Canterbury is looking for host families, 

1 or 2 students for regular two week periods 
Must be located either in Canterbury or 
surrounding areas. 

Interested families should contact the college 
for an informal discussion on 01227 787800, 
or email 

d.conroy@chaucercolleae.co.uk 
or alternatively visit our website 
www.chaucercollege.co.uk/recruitment.html 



JOBS UPDATED 
EVERY HOUR 


Look local with 


jobs^j .co.uk 


DARTFORD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE 

Heath Lane, Dartford, Kent DAI 2LY 
Telephone : 01322 224309 

Email: geraldine.harding@dstc.kent.sch.uk 
www.dstc.kent.sch.uk 
Principal: Seamus Murphy 

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE TEACHER 


TIME 

Dartford Science & Technology College is seeking to appoint a hardworking and ambitious Health and Social Care 
Teacher with knowledge and experience or understanding of teaching the subject at Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5. 

The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate exceptional teaching and organisational skills and be willing to 
become an integral part of a team who will motivate, inspire and support the students at DSTC. This position would 
be suitable for an NQT. 

DSTC is a Co-operative Trust school and we are committed to supporting our workforce to be the best they can be. 

We can offer accelerated professional development with a personalised approach to developing all our staff through 
coaching, mentoring and both internal and external training. Our new staff will have unparalleled opportunities to 
learn and bring excellent practice to bear in raising achievement for the students of DSTC. 

This post is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure by the Criminal Records Bureau and verification of the right to work 
in the UK. DSTC is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all its staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 

Please visit the school website for an Application form and Job Description. 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 15th June 2015 Interviews to be held week beginning: 15th June 2015 



it 


Dartford 

SCIENCE i TEOlNOUtm COULEOE 



UASCti 


WANT EXPERIENCE 
WORKING WITH 
CHILDREN? 


Find out about the exciting new graduate internship working with 
4-11 year old primary students in Dartford & surrounding areas. 
Includes internship salary and training. 

Download your application pack at dasco.org.uk 
or email recruitment@dasco.org.uk 

Closing date 15th June 2015 



Krazy Horse is a destination custom bike specialist based in Suffolk and 
provides a fusion of machinery, fashion, music and culture. We are 
expanding and opening up a new showroom in Welling and require the 
following staff to complete our dedicated team. 


CAFE MANAGER 

A new and exciting opportunity has arisen for a Cafe Manager to head up 
our motorcycle dealership cafe. The role will be a stand-alone role initially 
with the prospect of recruiting further staff in the near future. Therefore, 
experience of managing a small team is essential coupled with excellent 
standards of food hygiene, preparation, cashing up and banking. 


RETAIL CLOTHING ASSISTANT 

Full Time Sales Assistant required to work in our brand new clothing 
and accessories department. Again, this role will be a stand-alone role 
and provides an excellent opportunity for a dedicated and hardworking 
individual who can work on their own initiative. The ideal applicant will 
have a passion for motorcycles and fashion, and have the ability to create 
displays and deliver excellent customer service. 

Both of the above positions offer competitive salaries, however this will be 
dependent on experience. 

Hours to be discussed and negotiated at interview. 

To apply for the above, please email ben@krazyhorse.co.uk with a full 
CV and covering letter, explaining why you fit the bill. 
www.krazyhorse.co.uk 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is 
a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital 
is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals 
have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist 
Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment 
and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Staff Nurse (Outpatients/Pre-Assessment) - Margate 

Part time Hours: 30 per week Closing date: 19/06/2015 
Salary: £19,000-20,000 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level or Dual Trained Registered Nurse 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

Interviews for this role will be held on July 1st 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please 

contact: Carolyn Flegg, Outpatients Manager on 07925 978812 

Senior Staff Nurse - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 19/06/2015 
Salary: £26-28,000 per annum dependant on experience 
Qualifications 

• Registered Nurse 1st Level 

• Minimum 2 years’ experience, preferably in a surgical environment with a 
broad knowledge and understanding of multi specialist surgical procedures 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Teaching and Assessing Course or equivalent 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please 
contact: Mary Guarnieri, Ward Manager, 07786 173797 

For a job description and application form please visit 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 245943 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. These positions 
is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Spencer n 

I Hhilhfl briThi i .^1 j ■ r- 
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Thames Valley 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 

NURSE REQUIRED 




Summer School at Sevenoaks School 
6 July - 7 August 


One hour per morning, to advise senior staff 
on appropriate medical care for 
international students aged 13-17 years 


Email operations@thamesvalleysummer.co.uk 

^or phone Alice Whale o n 01753 852001 ^ 


\ 

ST.P ETER'S 

St Peters Care Home 

Due to expansion we require 

DAY AND NIGHT CARERS 

and 

HOUSEKEEPING STAFF 

NVQ qualified preferable or willing to 
work towards it. 

Please contact 

01227 744000 

email: 

info.stpeters@btinternet.com 



Chaucer College Canterbury 

Chaucer College Canterbury 

HOMESTAY FAMILIES WANTED 

EXCELLENT RATES OF PAY 

Up to £155 per student per week 
during Peak Season 

This Japanese College on University Road, 
Canterbury is looking for host families, 

1 or 2 students for regular two week periods 
Must be located either in Canterbury or 
surrounding areas. 

Interested families should contact the college 
for an informal discussion on 01227 787800, 
or email 

d.conroy@chaucercollege.co.uk 
or alternatively visit our website 
www.chaucercollege.co.uk/recruitment.html 



JOBS MATCHED 
TO YOUR CV 


Look local with 
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ublic Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA I Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk | Online: www.iobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Licensing Act 2003 
Notice of Application to Vary a 
Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Amelia Estates Limited 
28-32 Gabriels Hill, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JG has 
applied to the Licensing Partnership PO BOX 182, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 1GP on 9 June 2015 for the 
variation of the Premises Licence number 14/01428/ 
LAPMV to use the premises at 91 and 92 High 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XT for the purposes 
of selling intoxicating liquor for consumption 
on the premises as well as providing hot and cold 
food and snacks and non-alcoholic drinks together 
with provision of the following other licensable 
activities, the provision of films, provision of indoor 
sporting events, provision of boxing or wrestling 
entertainments, provision of recorded music and the 
licensable activities are to be undertaken between the 
hours of 10am and 3am Monday-Sunday inclusive 
without seasonal variation. 

Any person wishing to view details of an application 
may contact the Licensing Partnership on 01732 
227004 

Any person wishing to make representations about 
this application should make them in writing on or 
before 7 July 2015. 

Licensing Partnership, PO BOX 182, Sevenoaks, 
Kent TNI3 1GP 
licensing @ sevenoaks.gov.uk 
http:pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-licensing/ 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with this application, 
the maximum fine on summary conviction being 
£5,000. 

Gullands, 

16 Mill Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6XT 
Solicitors on behalf of the applicant 
Ref: 108/82544.2 


barnard 

marcus 

AUCTION SALE 
23rd JUNE 2015 

RAINHAM, KENT 

• Must be sold this auction 

• Freehold block comprising 2 retail 
units and 4 flats with potential for 
additional floor (STPP) 

• Currently producing £44,300 p.a. 

(ref: Lot 21) 

020 8741 9990 

www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 


RECYCLING 

WORKS! 

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 


barnard 

marcus 

AUCTION SALE 
23rd JUNE 2015 

Investment let to Corals 

HIGH STREET, 
EDENBRIDGE 

• Let to Coral Bookmakers at 
£30,000 p.a. with rent review 
December this year 

• Prominent corner position 

(ref: Lot 19) 

020 8741 9990 

www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 


NOTICE OF INTENDED LAND 
DISPOSAL 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 
SECTION 123 (2A) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council intends to dispose of the freehold interest in 
an area of land, which for identification purposes is described 
in the schedule to this notice. 

This notice is given in so far as the area of land consists of 
or forms part of an open space within the meaning of the 
above Section. 

A plan of the land is available to view at the Gateway, 8 
Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2AB or 
at the Weald Information Centre, The Old Fire Station, Stone 
Street, Cranbrook TN17 3HF. 

Objections to the proposed disposal must be made in writing 
to the Legal Services Manager, Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent TN1 IRS by no later than Friday 26th June 2015. 

SCHEDULE 

Land at Bracken Close, Tunbridge Wells, Kent (approximately 
0.078 hectares) 

John Scarborough, Head of Legal Services 
Dated 12 June 2015 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT 
OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

We, Treetops Penshurst Ltd hereby give notice 
that we have made an application to the Sevenoaks 
District Council c/o The Licensing Partnership 
Sevenoaks, The Council Offices, Argyle Road, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 1HG for the grant of a 
New Pre mi ses to permit the following licensable 
activities :- 

1. Sale by retail of alcohol 

2. Provision of Late Night Refreshment 

In respect of the premises situated at premises 
formerly known as PORC, Grove Road, Penshurst, 
Kent TN 11 8DU to be known by the sign of Treetops. 
The application can be viewed at the offices of the 
Licensing Authority, The Council Offices,Argyle 
Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 1HG IRS between 
9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m, Monday to Lriday (except 
public holidays) or www.sevenoaks.gov.uk. 

Any person wishing to make representations 
concerning this application should do so in writing 
to the above local authority stating the grounds 
of objection and within 28 consecutive days of 
the submission of the application that is by no 
later than 30th June 2015. Any person may make 
representations on licensing objectives grounds 
only i.e the prevention of crime and disorder, the 
prevention of public nuisance, public safety and 
the protection of children from harm. Copies of all 
representations will be sent to the applicant. It is 
an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. Any 
person who makes a false statement is liable on 
summary conviction to a maximum fine of £5,000. 
Stephen Thomas LAW, 8 ,Grassmere,Leybourne,Kent 
ME 19 5QP Authorised Agents for and on behalf of 
the applicant. 


ASHFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2014/15 

HD 

Each year the council’s accounts are audited. 
Anyone who is interested has the opportunity to 
inspect them and make copies of the accounts 
and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers 
and receipts related to them. For the year 
ending 31st March 2015 these documents will 
be available to view at the council offices at the 
Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford between 
9am and 4.30pm, weekdays, from 6th July 2015 
to 31st July 2015. However, you must make an 
appointment with the Head of Finance on 01233 
330540. Those registered to vote in the Ashford 
borough, and their representatives, also have: 

(1) the right to question the auditor about the 
accounts 

(2) The right to make objections about any items 
in the accounts (from Tuesday 3rd August 
2015). Written notice of an objection must 
first be sent to the auditor. The audit is being 
carried out by Mrs Emily Hill, Engagement 
Lead (Director),Grant Thornton UK LLP, 
Grant Thornton House, Melton Street, 
London, NW1 2EP, and will be conducted 
under the requirements of the Audit 
Commission Act 1998 and the Accounts and 
Audit (England) Regulations 2011. 

The auditor can be contacted at the above 
address from Tuesday 3rd August 2015 until the 
audit is completed. 



Please mention this 
paper when replying to 
SMALL ADS 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 



































Sport 

Coles confident of 
having a T20 blast 

Switch from long game comes just at the right time says star 


Cricket 



PACEMAN : Coles believes the team can start winning if they can ‘click’ 
together on the field Pictures : ady Kerry 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


AFTER a somewhat humbling defeat 
at the hands of Derbyshire during the 
week, Kent now turn their focus onto 
the fast-paced short-version of the 
game as they look to build up confi¬ 
dence levels. 

And pace bowler Matt Coles is con¬ 
vinced the break from County Cham¬ 
pionship action will allow the team 
the chance to regroup and bounce 
back strong than before. 

Amid an opening day where 17 
wickets fell, Kent finally crawled from 
the carnage of the Derbyshire game 
nursing an eight-week defeat under 
their belt at Canterbury. 

There were some signs of encour¬ 
agement, however, with Coles taking 
5-24 in the first innings and a further 
two in the second. 

But it was not enough for a side 
which once again saw club skipper 
Rob Key hand over the captain’s arm- 
band to Sam Northeast. 

Starting with Friday night’s T20 
clash with Hampshire, the Spitfires 
have a further two 20-over games 
within the coming week. 

Coles told KoS: “Obviously in T20 
you express yourself differently to 
championship matches, but it’ll offer 
us some good tune-ups where we can 
all start to get our aggressive game up 
to scratch. 

“I think the boys are batting really 
well in our championship games, but 
we still need to get more runs on the 
board.” 

The T20 season so far has delivered 
some success for the Spitfires, in con¬ 
trast to their sluggish start to the Di¬ 


vision Two season. 

He said: “We’re not doing too badly 
in the T20 matches, and I think we 
can start winning in the champion¬ 
ship matches. 

“We just need to click a bit more, 
and come together and then we’ll 
start getting wins on the board.” 

But what was the damaged of the 
Derbyshire defeat? 

“We won’t lose confidence,” ex¬ 
plained Coles. 


“It was frustrating to end with a 
loss after some of the play from the 
side, but we’ll draw a line under it, 
and move on when we play our next 
game.” 

“I think we can make the quarters, 
if not the finals of the T20 Blast and 
that would be great for the team and 
the fans. 

“Plus, in championship cricket, I 
don’t see why we couldn’t finish in 
the top half of the league.” 


Blues sign deals ahead of new season 


MARGATE have looked to strength¬ 
en their midfield as they prepare for 
life in the Conference South next 
season with two new signings. 

The Blues, who secured promotion 
last season, clinched the signatures 
of Nathan Green and his namesake 
Danny Green. 

Left-sided Nathan Green.23, end¬ 
ed last season playing at Princes 
Park for Dartford and has league ex¬ 
perience having signed for League 
Two outfit Dagenham & Redbridge 
in June 2014. He played eight games 
before going out on loan first to St Al¬ 
bans and then the Darts. 

Danny Green, 24, also played for 
the Daggers back in 2010 and has 
spent spells of loan at Dover Athletic. 
He then signed for Bishop Stortford, 
before joining Maidenhead United 
last season, helping them avoid rele- 



HARTSDOWN : The team has been 
signing new faces for next season 


gation from the Conference South. 

Margate boss Terry Brown said: 
“Danny is another fantastic addition 


to our squad for next season. He will 
bring a vast amount of experience to 
the squad. 

“His set plays will provide danger 
in the opposition box and he will give 
us some extra flare in the midfield.” 

Also this week, Brown confirmed 
that striker Lreddie Ladapo and de¬ 
fender Brett Johnson had both signed 
deals keeping them at Hartsdown 
Park. 

Ladapo signed a two-year deal, 
with Johnson inked a one-year ex¬ 
tension. 

Brown said: “Brett and Lreddie 
were top class for us last season so 
Stuart [Cash, assistant manager] 
and I are delighted that they have 
decided to continue this project with 
Margate.” 

Margate’s first pre-season friendly 
is on July 20 at Leatherhead. 


Sport Shorts 


Gemili aims for Beijing 
despite dramatic fall 


DARTFORD sprinter Adam Gemili 
experienced the agony and ecstasy 
of top level athletics last week as he 
took a terrible tumble just after he 
wrote his name in the record books. 

Gemili became only the second 
British runner to ever clock up a 
sub-10 second 100m and a sub-20 
second 200m. 

The feat has only been achieved 
before by John Regis 

But moments after he completed 
the 100m at the Birmingham Grand 
Prix, he fell, injuring his hamstring. 
He had to be taken on the track in a 
wheelchair. 

He said his tumble was due to his 
'dip and fall’ finish - denying initial 
claims he fell as a result of a 
trackside pyrotechnic startling him. 

Following the race, Gemili 
tweeted out: “Not the ending I 
wanted but very happy.” 

He will be hoping the damage will 
not derail his hopes for glory during 
the IAAF World Championship in 



JQ 


GEMILI: Sprinting into the record 
books 

Beijing in August. 

Hamstring injuries normally take 
around seven weeks to heal. 


Gills all set for League 
One fixture list reveal 


GILLINGHAM boss Justin 
Edinburgh will this week 
discover just who his team will 
face on the opening day of the 
season as the League One 
fixtures are released. 

The Gills kick off their 
campaign on August 8, with a 
promotion push very much top 
of the ambition list. 

The fixtures are revealed on 
Wednesday. 

The day before, will be the 
draw for the Capital One Cup. 

Edinburgh’s men are one of 32 
teams which have been seeded 
in a draw which is split at first 
into north and south qualifying 
rounds. 

Chairman Paul Scally will 
certainly be keeping his fingers 
crossed for a money-spinning 
cup run, with the first game on 
August 10, just 48-hours after the 
season gets underway. 

Last year, the draw served up 
Premier League Newcastle 
United to Priestfield in the 



EDINBURGH: Will find out op¬ 
ponents in both League One and 
Capital One Cup 


second round. The sell-out clash 
saw the Gills lose 1-0. 

Meanwhile, the club 
confirmed this week former 
defender Gavin Hoyte, released 
in May, has signed for League 
Two Barnet. 


Jersey boys all set to make history 


THAME SMEAD Town are set to 
make a little bit of football history 
when they host Jersey for the island’s 
first match on the UK mainland. 

Jersey will be sending a team to 
take on the Ryman League Division 
One North team in a pre-season 
friendly. 

The Mead will host the team on 
August 1, with a 3pm kick off. 


Thamesmead’s manager Terry 
Spillane told the club’s website that 
he had hopes the game could 
become an annual event. 

Spillane said: “It’s an excellent 
game to have. 

“It promises to be a great day; 
something that doesn’t come around 
often and we hope it’ll attract the 
attention that it deserves.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

¥ Twitter @KentSport f Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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ON ALL VAUXHALLS 


PLUS 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING 
ON SELECTED USED CARS 


14 Plate 

Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr 



ONLY £ 8,967 

ovfi £7,000 

against cost when new £16,000 


1161 

Citroen Berlingo 
Multispace 



15,326 miles 


ONLY £8,200 



ONLY £7,617 

1414 

MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 
3Form Sport 

2,563 miles 



ONLY £7,471 



1111 

Ford Focus 1.6 
Zetec5dr 

18,438 miles 


1313 

Nissan Juke 1.6 
. - :.Sta 16v Visia 5dr 


18,396 miles 



ONLY £9,649 

1313 

Peugeot 1071.0 
12v Active 5dr 

^ 26,071 miles 

*y 


ONLY £5,616 


1161 

Volkswagen Golf 
1.6 TDi Match 


33,466 miles 




ONLY £10,746 


Barnes Auto Store 

Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 


EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details. 



Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755 531 

www.maidstonemg.co.uk 


MAIDSTONE MG 


JUST ENTER 
THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 



eS 

ills • Bluetooth • CD Player / MP3 • DAB Radio • iPhone Integration 


:s • 




Part of 

l 

cb 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 



MG3 Fuel consumption mpg (I/100km) for MG3 Range: Urban: 37.7 (7.5), Extra Urban 57.6 (4.9), Combined 48.7 (5.8), C02 Emissions 136 g/km. 

Car shown for illustration purposes only. F.G. Barnes & Sons Limited is a credit broker and not a lender Finance subject to status.Terms and conditions apply. Available to 18s and over Guarantee / indemnity may be required. Finance by 
Santander Consumer Finance RHI I SR. You will not own the vehicle until all repayments are made. Please ask for further details. 
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